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TESTIMONY 


TAKEN   BEFORE   A 


COMMITTEE  OE  THE  HOUSE  OE  DELEGATES 


OF   MAKYLAND, 


ON 


CONTESTED    ELECTIONS 


COMMITTEE    0^^  CO^'TESTED    ELECTIONS. 


ANNAPOLIS,  Monday,  February  13th,  1860. 

The  Committee  met  to-night  at  McCullough's  House  at 
lialf  past  seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  Gordon,  owing  to  the  indisposition  of  the  chairman, 
Mr.  Freaner,  in  the  chair.  Present  Messrs.  Freaner,  Gror- 
(lon,  Groldshorough  and  Morgan. 

Thomas  Wolen,  called  and  sworn  by  Mr.  Alexander  : 

Q.  Were  you  or  not  a  judge  of  election  in  the  first  ward  of 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the  second  day  of  November  last  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  At  what  hour  were  the  j)olLs  opened  ? 

A.  9  o'clock. 

Q.  How  long  were  they  kept  open? 

A.  Until  6  o'clock. 

Q.  Were  they  kept  open  continuously  during  I'.he  whole 
day  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.   How  was  the  j^olling — was  it  regular  or  otherwise  i'' 

A.  It  was  regular. 

Q.  Was  there  any  unusual  degree  of  violence,  fighting  or 
rioting  on  that  occasion  ? 

A.  I  did  not  see  any  fighting  during  the  day. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  that  ward  ? 

A.  I  have  resided  there  for  5  years. 

Q.  It  is  from  your  own  experience  of  the  mode  of  conduct- 
ing elections  in  that  ward  that  3'ou  say  there  was  no  unusual 
degree  of  fighting,  violence  and  rioting  ? 

A.  Yes  sir,  I  think  it  was  the  quietest  election  I  ever  saw. 

Q.  Was  there  or  not  any  apparent  means  resorted  to,  to 
prevent  a  full  vote  being  polled  on  that  day? 


A.  I  think  almost  any  one  could  rote. 

Chairman — You  did  not  answer  the  question — were  there 
any  means  resorted  to,  to  prevent  a  fair  vote  being  polled  ? 
Were  any  violent  means  resorted  to  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  there  was  any  violent  means.  There 
was  a  little  fighting  and  howling,  which  occur  at  almost 
every  election. 

Mr.  Alexander — Q.  Looking  to  the  territorial  extent  of 
the  ward,  was  or  not  the  place  where  the  elections  were  held 
a  convenient  place  or  otherwise  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  the  most  convenient  place  that  could  be 
had  in  the  ward.     It  was  central. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — State  your  age  and  occupation  ? 

A.  I  am  going  on  48  years  old,  and  my  occupation  is  that 
of  a  cooper. 

[Cross  examination  reserved,  on  account  of  the  printed 
testimony  not  being  at  hand.] 

Frederick  S  Turner,  called  and  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Q.  State  whether  you  are  a  resident 
of  the  first  ward  ? 

A.  I  am. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  the  election  held  on  the  second  of  No- 
vember last  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  State  what  was  the  character  of  that  election,  so  far  as 
you  were  a  witness  of  it  ? 

A.  I  was  there  in  the  morning,  possibly  about  halt-past 
nine  o'clock,  and  I  voted.  I  did  not  stay  there  over  half  an 
hour,  and  after  leaving  the  polls,  returned  to  my  business  in 
Institute  market.  I  returned  to  the  polls  between  12  and  1 
o'clock  again,  and  remained  there  may  be  half  an  hour,  from 
that  I  went  home,  and  did  not  come  out  again  the  whole 
day. 

Q.  Give  your  opinion  as  to  the  character  of  the  election 
whilst  you  were  there  ?  Was  there  any  obstruction  to  voters 
coming  up  and  voting  ? 

A.  Whilst  there,  I  saw  no  obstruction. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  see  any  unusual  degree  of  violence  or 
rioting  on  that  day  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  I  saw  nothing,  whilst  I  was  there.  I 
thought  it  was  the  most  moderate  one  we  have  had  for  some 
time. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  in  that  ward? 

A.  I  have  been  a  resident  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  ibr 
about  30  years,  and  in  that  ward  about  22  or  28  years. 

Q.  State  your  age  ? 

A .  I  am  going  on  31 . 


Q.  So  far  as  yom  saw  of  that  election,  was  there  any  in- 
timidation or  violent  hindrance  to  voters  ? 

A.  No  sir,  I  saw  nothing  of  the  kind  to  my  knowledge, 
but  only  I  was  not  there  long.  The  time  I  was  there,  I  saw 
two  young  men  with  a  passage  of  arms  between  themselves, 
which  I  thought  was  the  result  of  wdiiskey.  That  was  the 
only  fight  I  saw. 

Q.  Was  the  fight  between  individuals  or  bodies  of  men? 

A.  It  was  between  tw-o  individuals  as  I  thought,  sir. 
There  was  no  body  of  men  that  I  noticed.  I  don't  suppose  I 
was  there  both  times  put  together,  not  over  half  an  hour. 

[The  printed  testimony  having  arrived.] 

Tliomas  Woolen,  was  recalled  for  cross-examination. 

By  Mr.   Gordon — What  jjortion  of  the  city  do  you  live  in  ? 

A.  The  east  end. 

Q.  Does  the  ward  extend  down  to  the  water? 

A,  Yes,  down  to  the  water. 

Q.  How^  far  up  the  other  way? 

A.  As  far  as  the  Point. 

Q.  Is  Laudenslager's  Hill  in  the  first  ward  ? 

A.  It  is. 

(),.  What  portion  of  tiie  v/ard  is  the  largest  population  in  ? 

A.  Towards  the  Point. 

Q.  Is  the  citv  built  up  continuouslv  to  Laudenslager's  Hill? 

A.  No. 

Q.  What  intervenes  between  the  Point  and  the  Hill  ? 

A.  Waste  ground. 

Q.  How  much  is  there  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Are  there  scattering  houses  all  around  the  Hill? 

A.  It  is  all  thickly  settled. 

Q.  How  far  is  it  from  the  Point  to  the  Hill? 

A.  I  suppose  it  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ;  I  don't  think  it  is 
more. 

Q.  Where  were  the  polls  held  ? 

A.  They  were  held  right  on  the  Hill. 

Q.  Was  there  a  large  portion  of  the  population  down  where 
the  polls  were  held  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  those  who  reside  near  the  common  principally 
Germans  ? 

A.  There  were  a  great  many  Germans  and  Irish. 

Q.  Were  there  any  obstructions  on  the  common  across 
there  ? 

A.  I  could  not  see  what  was  going  on  there,  as  I  was  in 
the  house. 

Q.   Bid  yoii  h^av  arsv  discharge  of  arms  r" 


A.  I,  maybe,  heard  a"pistol  or  two, but  I^clon't  know  wheth- 
er it  was  there  or  where  it  was. 

Q.  You  are  a  cooper.     Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  been  a  contributor  towards  the  support  of  any 
of  them  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  I  never  gave  a  cent  towards  the  support  of  any 
of  them  in  my  life. 

By  Mr.  Freaner. — Did  you  ever  march  in  procession  with 
them  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  crowxling  about  the  polls  at 
the  window  ? 

A.  Yes  I  saw  one  or  two — no  more  than  one  or  two  ;  there 
was  a  great  pushing  there. 

Q.  Did  you  try  to  keep  them  away  ? 

A.  I  tried  to  keep  order,  but  I  could  not  do  it. 

Q.  Had  you  not  the  power  to  keep  order  at  the  polls  ? 

A..  I  tried  to  do  the  best  I  could. 

Q.  Did  you  call  the  police? 

A.  There  were  very  few  there. 

Q.  Did  you  call  the  few  there  were  ? 

A.  Yes;  I  called  a  man  by  the  name  of  Oerrard,  and  he 
came  and  made  the  way  clear. 

Q.  Who  voted  then  ? 

A.  I  don't  know;  I  don't  recollect  the  party. 

Q.  Was  there  any  crowding  after  that? 

A.  Yes,  there  was  some. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  the  peace  then  ? 

A.  I  tried  to  do  it,  and,  so  far  as  I  could,  I  prevented  the 
rushing. 

Q.  Did  you  use  every  legal  means  in  your  power  to  pre- 
serve order  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  As  a  judge  of  election,  have  you  or  not  the  same  pow- 
er that  justices  of  the  peace  have  ? 

A.  I  think  I  have. 

Q.  Did  you  put  anybody  to  jail? 

A.  1  did  not. 

Q.  Was  there  very  much  crowding? 

A.  I  saw  one  or  two  pushed  away,  but  I  don't  think  there 
were  more  ;  I  saw  some  pushed  away  who  came  back  and 
voted  afterwards. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  person  struck? 

A.  I  did  not  during  the  whole  day. 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  only  one  or  two  instances  of  men  be- 
ing crowded  away  from  the  polls  ? 


A,  That's  all,  sir. 

Q.  Were  tliere  any  stones  thrown  in  at  the  window  y 

A.  There  were  ai'ter  six  o'clock  in  the  evening;  there  were 
one  or  two  thrown  in  about  the  time  of  the  closing  of  the 
polls. 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  violence  that  was  perpetrated  at  the 
polls  control  the  access  to  the  polls,  or  prevent  persons  from 
coming  up  to  vote  ? 

A.   There  w^as  a  pushing. 

Q.  Did  that  pushing  prevent  persons  from  getting  to  the 
polls  ? 

A.  I  think  it  prevented  those  men  I  spoke  of. 

Q.  Were  there  any  threats  made  to  any  of  the  judges  of 
election  on  that  day? 

A.  I  think  there  were. 

Q.  Was  the  shutter  taken  off  the  window? 

A.  It  was,  after  the  polls  were  closed. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  it  ? 

A.  It  was  thrown  into  the  window. 

Q .   Was  any  person  struck  ? 

A.   One  of  the  clerks  was  struck. 

Q.  Were  any  threats  made  toward  him  prior  to  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  were  threats  made  to  Mr.  Heener. 

Q.  What  were  the  threats  ?  Did  they  threaten  to  take  the 
hallot  box  from  him  ? 

A.  That  was  after  6  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  close  the  polls  before  this  ? 

A.  The  polls  were  closed  precisely  at  6  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  count  the  ballot  box  in  the  house? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  yon  compelled  to  take  the  ballot-box  to  another 
house  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  it  was  six  o'clock  until  the  polls  were 
closed  ? 

A.  I  am  satisfied  it  was  that  hour  until  they  w^ere  closed. 

Q.  By  what  party  were  these  threats,  already  alluded  to, 
made  ? 

A.  I  think  they  were  made  by  our  own  party — that  is,  the 
American  part}". 

Q .  Why  did  they  make  these  th  reats  ? 

A.  I  have  no  idea. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  these  threats  were  caused  be- 
cause they  w^ould  not  obey  the  directions  of  the  crowd  outside 
with  regard  to  their  voting  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  political  «iomplexiou  of  the 
©bgtruction  ? 


A.  1  do  a©t. 

Q.  Have  you  beeu  Judge  of  election  ai;  that  ward  before  Y 

A.  I  have,  for  three  or  four  years. 

Q.  Is  there  a  club,  called  the  ''  Blood  Tubs,"  Trho  reside 
principally  on  Laudenslager's  Hill  ? 

A.  There  is  a  club  by  that  name  in  the  first  ward.  The 
headquarters  are  on  the  Point,  not  on  the  Hill. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  members  of  that  club? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  say  I  know  any  of  them.  I  was  never 
in  it.  I  have  seen  parties  who  called  themselves  ''Blood 
Tubs.'-" 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  them  around  the  polls  with  arms  in 
their  hands  ? 

A.  I  saw  some  men  with  arms  in  their  hands,  but  I  don't 
know  whether  they  belonged  to  the  ''Blood  Tub"  Club  or 
not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  party  with  arms  in  their 
hands  at  any  time  took  possession  of  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  they  did. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Did  you  see  the  ]jarty  who  came  there 
with  arms  fighting  or  rioting  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  They  came  there  with  arms,  but  that's  all 
I  know. 

By  Mr.  Frecmer — Were  there  any  persons  carrying  arms 
in  their  hands  ? 

A.  I  saw  some  persons  from  the  window,  but  I  don't  know 
who  they  were.  I  heard  no  firing,  nor  anything  of  that 
kind. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — You  said  there  was  crowding  and  push- 
ing at  the  windows  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Several  times  during  tlie  day  V 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  w^itness  an  election  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more at  which  there  was  not  more  or  less  crowding  and  push- 
ing? 

A.  1  have  seen  it  ten  times  worse  than  it  vras  at  the  last 
election. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — You  have  been  accustomed  to  seeing  a 
good  deal  of  violence  at  elections  during  the  last  few  years  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  seen  a  good  deal ;  in  G-eneral  Taylor's 
time,  when  the  Democrats  came  from  the  sixth  ward  and  at- 
tacked the  first,  about  twelve  years  ago,  I  got  a  bullet  in  my 
arm. 

By  Mr.  Alexander- — Was  the  election  t^et  aside  thereby  ? 

A.  No,  not  exactly. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Do  you  know  that  any  of  the  parties  who 


made  the  attack  upon  you  then  are  of  the  Democratic  party 
now  ? 

A.  That  I  cannot  say. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Did  the  persons  who  were  crowding 
and  pushing  use  any  means  to  intimidate  those  who  were 
crowded  or  pushed,  by  threats  or  otherwise  ? 

A.   I  did  not  hear  any  threats  made. 

Q.  Did  not  these  persons  who  were  crowded  and  pushed, 
shortly  afterwards  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  ? 

A.  At  times  they  had. 

Q.  These  few  persons  that  you  say  had  arms  in  their  hands, 
did  you  see  them  using  them  ? 

A.  They  did  not.  They  might  have  got  to  fooling  amongst 
themselves. 

Q.  Did  you  see  these  men  use  these  arms  for  the  purpose 
of  intimidating  or  preventing  any  persons  from  voting  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

By  J/r,  Gordon — Q.  You  say  at  times  they  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  vote.  How  many  times  did  this  opportunity 
occur  ? 

A.  Three  or  four  times,  I  saw  men  try  to  vote  who  were 
pushed  away,  and  came  back  and  voted  afterwards. 

Q.  Were  there  times  at  which  there  were  no  Reformers  at 
the  polls  ? 

A.  There  were  very  few  about  there. 

Q.  Of  course  there  would  be  no  necessity  to  push  when 
there  were  no  Reformers  there  ? 

A.  They  were  pushing  amonst  themselves.  I  did  not  see 
any  of  them  pushing  about  at  the  polls. 

Q.  Were  these  any  times  when  there  were  no  Reformers  at 
the  polls  at  all  ?^^ 

A.  I  saw  some  few. 

Q.  Then  it  would  be  quiet  when  there  were  no  Reformers 
to  push  away.  Was  it  not  on  account  of  the  Reformers  com- 
ing up  to  vote  that  the  pushing  and  crowding  began? 

A.  There  were  all  kinds  of  people  in  front  of  the  window. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Q.  Did  you  ever  witness  an  election  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  at  which,  during  so  many  times  in  the 
day,  a  quiet  and  inoffensive  man  had  so  many  opjDortunities 
for  voting  ?  Did  you  ever  witness  an  election  in  Baltimore, 
at  which,  during  some  parts  of  the  day,  there  was  not  more 
or  less  of  crowding  and  pushing,  so  much  so,  that  quiet  men 
would  have  gone  off  without  voting  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  them  go  off  often. 

F.  S.  Ttirner,  re-called  for  cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  Where  do  you  live? 
A.   On  Laudenslas'er's  Hill. 


10 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  tlio  Ciubs  in  the  first  ward? 

A.  Yes.  We  liave  a  small  affair  on  tlie  Hill' — an  associa- 
tion "by  the  name  of  tlie  Mayberry.  There  are  only  few 
members  in  it.  Not  many  young  men  live  on  the  Hill,  and  I 
suppose  there  are  not  more  than  twenty  in  the  association. 

Q.  What  is  it  object — political  or  otherwise? 

A.  It  is  political  and  social  both,  you  cannot  call  it  a  club. 

Capt.  Jolm  Allen,  called  and  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander- — Q.  What  is  your  age  ? 

A.  I  was  born  in  1802. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  the  first  ward  ? 

A.  I  have  been  there  eight  yea.rs  altogether. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation? 

A.  I  keep  horses  and  carts,  and  do  a  little  business  on 
commission. 

Q.  Were  you  about  the  polls  in  that  ward  at  the  election 
held  on  the  second  of  November  last  ? 

A.  I  was  there  about  half-|)ast  three  in  the  afternoon,  but 
did  not  stay  long,  I  went  up  and  voted,  and  came  right 
away.  I  did  not  stay  there  over  half  an  hour,  and  after  vo- 
ting, removed  to  a  distance  of  about  100  yards  from  the 
polls,  looking  on  as  a  spectator. 

Q.  Did  you  witness  any  unusual  degree  of  violence  on  the 
last  election  compared  Avith  other  elections  which  you  have 
seen  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  ? 

A.  I  saAv  some  of  those  persons  pla,ying  with  one  another, 
and  going  on  as  they  do  at  all  elections. 

Q.  Was  it  very  different  from  some  elections  that  you  have 
seen  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  it  was  near  so  bad  as  the  last  Mayor's 
election. 

Q.  You  sa,w  no  bodies  of  men  that  seemed  to  be  engaged  in 
the  business  of  intimidating  others  from  coming  up  to  the 
polls  and  voting  ? 

A.  There  was  a  German  by  the  name  of  Miller,  who  was 
standing  off  from  the  polls,  and  there  were  some  young  boys 
between  16  and  17  years  also  there  fooling  with  him,  as  Mil- 
ler was  a  little  in  liquor,  and  lived  in  my  neighborhood,  I 
went  up  to  him  and  told  him  he  would  better  go  home  with 
me,  and  we  went  away  together, 

Q.  You  saAV  no  violence  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  When  I  was  there  about  half-past  three, 
all  was  very  quiet,  and  I  walked  up  right  and  voted, 

William  H.  Davis,  called  and  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Q.  State  what  is  your  age  and  where 
you  reside  ? 

A.  I  am  about  34  yeass  of  age  and  reside  in  the  first  ward, 
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and  have  resided  there  15  years.  My  occupation  at  present 
is  that  of  deputy  sheriff,  but  by  trade  I  am  a  painter.  I  was 
at  the  election  on  the  2d  of  November  last,  and  was  there 
pretty  much  during  the  whole  day. 

Q.  Did  you  witness  any  unsual  degree  of  violence,  fight- 
ing and  rioting  on  that  occasion  ? 

A.  No  sir.  I  have  seen  a  good  deal  in  former  times,  and 
a  great  deal  more  when  the  polls  used  to  be  down  in  Broad- 
way, which  was  some  6,  7  or  8  years  ago. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  body  or  bodies  of  men  there,  whose 
business  appeared  to  be  to  keep  voters  from  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  did  not  see  any,  although  I  saw  men  stand.ing  about 
the  polls  all  day. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  degree  of  pushing  and  crowd- 
ing around  the  window  ? 

A.  I  saw  some  pushing,  but  I  never  sav/  an  election  in  my 
life  at  which  there  was  not  more  or  less  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Gordon. — Q.  What  part  of  the  ward  do  you  live  in? 

A.  In  the  further  end  of  Eastern  Avenue,  which  is  about 
half  way  between  Laudenslager's  Hill  and  the  lower  end  of 
the  Point,  that  is,  towards  Broadway.  It  is  just  about  as  near 
to  Laudenslager's  Hill  to  my  house  as  it  is  to  the  Point. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  living  in  the  first  ward? 

A.  I  have  never  voted  in  any  other  in  all  my  life. 

Q.  You  say  you  did  not  see  any  unusual  degree  of  violence. 
Did  you  see  anybody  pushing  persons  from  the  polls  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  saw  some  pushing,  but  I  never  saw  an  election 
in  my  life  at  which  there  was  not  some  pushing. 

Q.  Did  you  see  persons  pushing  a.t  the  polls  to  prevent  vo- 
ters from  depositing  their  beJlot  ? 

A.  I  saw  pushing  about  the  polls. 

Q.  Wha,t  was  the  result  of  that  pushing? 

A.  Some  men  could  not  vote  at  the  time,  but  every  one  I 
saw  pushed  away  came  up  and  voted  afterwards.  There  are 
always  some  obstructions  at  the  polls  v/hen  first  opened. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  a,rms  there? 

A.  I  did  not  see  any  there  that  day. 

Q.  Could  they  have  been  there  without  you  seeing  them  ? 

A.  There  might  have  been  some  there,  but  I  did  not  see 
them. 

Q.  Did  you  see  persons  using  violence  and  threatening  the 
judges? 

A.  I  was  not  there  at  the  time,  and  did  not  see  them. 
•   Q.  Did  you  see  the  window  shutter  taken  oif  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  tlie  clubs  ? 

A.  I  do  not.     I  belonged  to  ;i  cliil)  some  foil!'  or  five  years 
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ago,  and  tliey  passed  a  resolution  to  tke  effect  that  I  should 
be  turned  out. 

Q.  What  club  was  that  ? 

A.  That  was  the  "  Blood  Tubs,"  when  first  formed. 
By  3Ir.  Freaner — Q.  What  is  the  vote  of  the  first  ward? 
A.  It  has  been  as  high  as  1400  and  as  low  as  500.     At  the 
last  election  it  was  between  700  and  800. 

Q.  How  many  Eeibrm  votes  were  cast  that  day  ? 

A.  I  think  there  were  about  50,  but  that  was  what  I  heard. 

Q.  Are  there  many  Germans  in  that  ward  ? 

A.  There  are  a  great  many  Germans  in  that  Avard  who 
don't  take  interest  enough  to  go  out  and  vote  unless  somebody 
pays  them  for  it  ;  although  I  have  seen  Germans  go  up  there 
and  vote. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  or  not  whether  it  was  dangerous  for  Ger- 
mans to  go  up  and  vote  ?  Have  you  not  seen  Germans  push- 
ed away  from  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  that  I  have  ever  seen  them  driven  away 
from  the  polls;  I  have  seen  fighting  about  the  polls  in  which 
the  Germans  were  in  ;  I  did  not  see  any  fighting  at  this 
election,  nor  did  I  see  any  man  struck, 

Mr.  Gordon, — Were  you  at  the  meeting  in  Monument 
Square  in  Baltimore,  at  which  there  was  a  large  procession, 
and  a  great  many  transparencies  ? 

A.  I  was  there. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  transparencies  with  a  man's  head,  em- 
blematical of  a  Eeformer's  bleeding  at  the  nose? 

A.  I  might  have  seen  it,  but  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.   Did  vou  see  any  transparencies  of  that  character? 

A.  I  did  ;  anybody  who  v/as  there  could  have  seen  some- 
thing of  that  kind. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  these  transparencies?  Was  it 
to  tell  the  people  there  was  going  to  be  a  peaceable  election  ? 

Objected  to  by  Mr.   Alexander,  and  question  not  pressed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  these  transparencies  were  intended 
for  ? 

A.  1  do  not ;  if  the  men  were  here  who  got  them  up  they 
could  tell  you  what  their  object  was. 

Q.  But  a  man  may  sometimes  know  what  the  object  may 
be  without  getting  them  up  ? 

A.  Sometimes  he  may. 

Q.  There  were  a  number  of  transparencies  there  ? 

Mr.  Alexander — Yes,  there  were  ;  we  will  admit  that,  and 
some  of  them  of  a  shocking  cha,racter.  Mr.  Purnell  was  on 
the  platform  where  a  large  awl  was  suspended  over  his  head 
and  Mr.  Harris  refused  to  speak  until  that  awl  was  taken 
down. 
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William  Aluccolroy  called  and  sworn. 

By  M?-.  Alexander, — State  your  age,  &c. 

A.  I  am  33  years  of  age,  and  reside  on  Laudenslager's 
Hill,  and  have  resided  there  33  years  ;  I  am  a  hutcher  by 
trade,  and  carry  on  business  on  my  own  account  ;  I  was  at 
the  election  held  on  2d  November  last,  between  3  and  4  in 
the  afternoon,  and  remained  there  about  half  an  hour,  and 
was  not  there  afterwards  ;  Avhilst  I  was  there  I  saw  no  unu- 
sual degree  of  pushing  or  fighting,  and  there  was  no  crowd 
in  front  of  the  window  ;  compared  with  other  elections  I  have 
v/itnessed  in  that  ward  (the  first)  it  was  very  quiet  compared 
with  what  I  have  seen. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  bodies  of  men  there,  whose  object  ap- 
peared to  be  to  crowd  off  voters  ? 

A.  I  saw  none,  nor  did  I  see  any  voters  driven  from  the 
polls. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  What  was  the  complexion  of  the  poli- 
tics of  the  parties  whilst  you  were  there  ?  Were  they  Ee- 
formers  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  were  some  few  there. 

Q.  Were  they  voting  whilst   you  were  there  ? 

A.  They  were  looking  on. 

Q.  To  what  party  did  the  great  body  of  persons  who  were 
there  belong  ? 

A.  I  did  not  take  particular  notice. 

Q.  Was  not  the  large  body  of  the  persons  who  were  there 
Americans  ? 

A.  I  think  they  were. 

By  ifr.  Freaner — Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs  in 
the  first  Avard  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  '-Blood  Tub"  club  ? 

A.  I  am  not. 

Mr.  Goldsborough — If  you  belonged  to  any  club  do  you 
think  you  should  know  it  ? 

A.  If  I  belonged  to  any  I  think  I  ought  to  know  it. 

'Thomas  W.  Binyon  called  and  sworn. 

By  3Ir.  Alexander — State  your  age,  &c. 

A.  I  am  39  years  of  age  and  reside  in  the  first  ward,  and 
have  resided  there  pretty  much  all  my  life  ;  my  occupation  at 
present  is  in  the  police  department ;  I  was  at  the  polls  on  2d 
November  last,  between  10  and  11  in  the  morning  and  re- 
mained about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  ;  in  the  afternoon  I 
went  there  again,  but  did  not  stay  more  than  15  or  20  min- 
utes ;  I  only  went  up  to  see  some  of  the  men  ;  whilst  there  I 
saw  no  unusual  degree  of  violence  ;  all  was  very  quiet ;  there 
was  no  crowding,  pushing,  nor  fighting  at  the  time  I  visited 
the  polls,  and  I  did  not  see  any  during  the  day  ;    I  saw  no 
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bodies  of  men  who  seemed  to  be  engaged  in  driving  away,  or 
intimidating  voters  at  the  polls,  or  preventing  the  approach 
of  voters  thereto  ;  compared  with  other  elections  the  election 
was  a  very  peaceable  one  ;  the  council  election  (the  previous 
election)  was  a  very  quiet  one  ;  so  much  so,  that  there  was 
very  little  use  in  having  the  men  there  ;  it  was  the  supposi- 
tion that  there  would  be  no  use,  or  very  little  use,  for  the 
men  at  the  polls  during  the  day. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  second  ward  during  the  day  ? 

A.  I  was,  and  that  ward  it  was  very  quiet ;  and  the  same 
at  the  third. 

Q.  Yon  say  you  did  not  stay  at  the  first  ward,  because  you 
found  no  occasion  for  your  services  ? 

A.  My  business  was  at  the  station  house  on  that  day  ;  I 
visited  these  wards  and  found  no  occasion  for  my  services  and 
returned  to  the  station  house,  and  staid  there  during  the 
balance  of  the  day. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  You  say  you  left  the  fi.rst  ward  be- 
tween 10  and  11  o'clock,  remaining  there  about  three-quar- 
ters of  an  hour  ;  during  that  time  how  many  persons  were  at 
the  polls  ? 

A.  There  was  not  as  large  a  number  as  there  usually  used 
to  be. 

Q.  "What  party  did  these  belong  to  generally  who  were 
there  ? 

A.  I  saw  some  of  each  party — at  least,  some  whom  I  sup- 
posed to  be  of  each  party. 

Q.  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  political  sentiment  of 
the  persons  who  lived  there  ? 

A.  With  one  portion  ;  what  I  may  call  the  respectable 
portion,  and  I  saw  a,  good  many  of  them  there. 

Q.  What  party  did  they  belong  to  in  your  ward — what 
proportion  of  each  party  was  there  ? 

A.  That  I  am  not  able  to  say  ;  there  were  a  great  many 
persons  of  my  acquaintance  there  who  were  with  the  Eeform- 
ers  on  that  day. 

Q.  Was  there  any"  pushing  ? 

A.  Not  whilst  I  was  there  ;  the  window  was  entirely  free 
both  afternoon  and  forenoon. 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs. 

A.  I  do  not. 

Benjamin  Bain  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander, — Witness.  I  am  43  years  of  age  and  re- 
side in  the  third  ward  ;  my  occupation  is  that  of  a  pilot ;  I 
have  resided  in  that  ward  about  five  years  ;  before  that  I  re- 
sided in  the  first  ^vard,  and  the  second  ward  before  that ;  I- 
Avas  at  the  third  y.nv^l  polls  on  the  2d  of  November  last ;  I 
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got  tlicrc  aljout  tlirce  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  remained 
there  about  half  an  hour  ;  I  was  not  there  afterwards  ;  whilst 
I  was  there  the  voting  was  orderly,  so  far  as  I  saw,  and  I 
voted. 

Q.  Have  you  any  objection  to  tell  the  ticket  you  voted  ? 
It  is  a  question  you  are  not  obliged  to  ansv/er. 

A.  I  voted  the  Democratic  ticket ;  I  never  voted  anything 
else  ;  comparing  this  election  with  others  which  I  have  seen 
in  the  third  ward,  the  second  ward  and  the  lirst  ward,  it  was 
as  quiet  as  I  ever  sa,w  for  the  time  I  was  there  ;  I  saw  no  un- 
usual degree  of  violence  on  that  day — neither  crowding  nor 
pushing  ;  nothing  more  than  what  is  customary. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  fighting? 

A.  I  did  not  see  a  fight  whilst  I  was  there,  neither  did  I 
witness  any  effort  made  to  exclude  voters  from  voting. 

Q .   Did  you  here  any  threats  used  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  body  of  men  there  whose  business  ap- 
peared to  be  to  keep  parties  from  voting  ? 

A.  I  saw  police  ofiicers  there,  but  I  did  not  see  any  per- 
sons kept  av/ay  from  voting. 

Q.  You  don't  mean  to  say  police  ofiicers  kept  parties  from 
voting  ? 

A.  I  did  not  understand  your  question  exactly.  I  under- 
stood you  to  ask  if  I  saw  any  body  there. 

By  3Ir.  Freaner- — Q.  Is  there  any  political  club  in  the 
third  ward  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  political  clubs.  Pilots 
are  a  set  of  men  that  don't  know  anything  about  clubs. 

Q.  Where  were  the  polls  held? 

A.  In  Bond  street,  near  Baltimore. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Q.  Was  or  not  the  polls  held  in  the 
third  ward,  held  at  a  place  convenient  to  the  voters  general- 
ly of  the  third  ward  ? 

A.  I  think  so.     They  have  been  held  there  before. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Was  it  near  the  engine  house? 

A.  No  sir. 

Oajpt.  Joshua  Shaio  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Witness.  My  age  is  36,  and  my  oc- 
cupation is  that  of  Captain  of  a  steam  tug.  I  reside  in  the 
third  ward,  and  have  resided  there  about  five  years.  I  was 
present  at  the  polls,  on  the  occasion  of  the  election  of  last  No- 
vember. I  was  there  about  half-past  3,  and  remained  there 
about  half  an  hour.  Whilst  I  was  there,  everything  was 
quiet.  I  observed  no  unusual  degree  of  violence,  crowding 
or  pushing  in  the  vicinity  of  the  polls,  and  I  heard  no  threats 
made  or  means  of  intimidation  used. 
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Q.  How  did  you  vote? 

A.  I  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  always  have. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  You  say  you  saw  nothing  there  to  ob- 
struct voting  ? 

A.  JSTo  sir,  not  whilst  I  was  there. 

Q.  You  were  there  a  very  short  time? 

A.  About  20  minutes. 

Q.  There  was  a  barricade  in  front  of  the  window? 

A.  There  was, 

Q.  Was  there  any  crowding  in  front  of  the  barricade? 

A.  No  sir,  nothing  more  than  common.  People  were 
standing  about  it. 

Gapt.  John  S.  Hehb  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Witness.  I  am  30  years  of  age  and 
my  occupation  is  that  of  a  pilot,  I  reside  in  the  third  ward, 
and  have  done  so  for  three  years.  Before  that,  I  resided  in 
the  first  ward.  I  was  a  voter  in  that  during  Mayors  Wright 
and  Swann's  election,  I  was  at  the  third  ward  polls  at  the 
election  held  on  last  November,  between  10  and  11  o'clock, 
and  remained  up  to  11. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  there? 

A,  I  saw  a  great  many  gentlemen  there. 

Q,  Was  there  any  fiighting? 

A.  None  at  all,  sir. 

Q,  Any  unusual  degree  of  crowding  and  pushing  at  the 
windows  ? 

A,  There  was  not,  I  voted  with  as  much  ease  as  ever  I 
voted  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  in  my  life, 

Q,  Were  any  parties  engaged  in  keeping  voters  from  the 
polls  ? 

A.  There  was  a  barricade  there,  and  I  went  up  the  alley 
and  retired  from  the  barricade. 

Q.  You  saw  no  effort  made  to  intimidate  voters  ? 

A,  Not  while  I  was  there. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  ? 

A,  I  voted  a  split  ticket,  probably  the  American  ticket ;  I 
am  a  Democrat  by  principle,  but  not  a  Eeformer  ;  I  have 
always  voted  against  the  American  party  up  to  this  election; 
the  Democrats  had  no  candidates,  and  I  picked  my  own  can- 
didate. 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  political  clubs? 

A.  I  do  not,  I  have  always  been  a  Democrat,  and  always 
expect  to  be  one. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q,  Did  you  vote  the  American  ticket 
with  the  hope  that  your  interests  as  a  pilot  might  be  promo- 
ted ? 

A.  I  was  not  biased  in  the  least.  tSucli  a  thing  as  that 
never  eanie  int©  mv  head  at  the  time. 
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Q.  Did  yon  know  that  any  application  would  he  made  in 
the  Legislature  inr  the  paysage  of  some  law  beneficial  to  your 
profession  ? 

A.  I  did  not,  until  some  30  or  60  days  since. 

Wm.  H.  Smith  sworn, 

By  3Ir.  Alexander — Witness.  I  am  in  the  first  Avard.  and 
my  age  is  29  years. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation? 

A.  Unfortunately  for  me,  I  am  one  of  Mayor  ^-Uvann's  po- 
lice. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  election  polls  held  in  tlie  first  ward  in 
November  last  ? 

A.  I  was  there  I  think  in  the  morning  about  ten  o'clock, 
and  remained  there  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  ;  I  was 
there  in  the  afternoon  about  3  and  also  about  5  ;  at  three  o'- 
clock I  remained  a  sliort  time,  and  when  I  went  at  5  o'clock, 
I  remained  until  the  polls  were  closed,  which  was  6  o'clock  ; 
whilst  there,  I  saw  no  unusual  degree  of  crowding  or  push- 
ing about  the  windows,  but  each  time  I  visited  the  polls,  all  was 
very  quiet  ;  1  did  not  see  any  fighting,  neither  did  I  see  any 
means  taken  to  intimidate  voters. 

Q.  Compared  with  the  elections  you  have  seen  in  that  ward, 
was  it  or  not  a  quiet  and  fair  election  ? 

A.  It  was  considerably  quieter  than  I  have  seen,  I  think. 

By  JVh.  Gordon — Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  any  of  the  clubs? 

A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  ? 

A.  Not  since  five  years  ago,  at  which  time  I  was  a  member 
of  the  Jackson  Club. 

Q.  Is  there  a  club  called  the  "Blood  Tubs"  there  ? 

A.  There  is. 

Q.  13 0  you  know  any  of  the  members  of  that  club  ? 

A.  I  judge  I  know  very  nearly  all  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  them  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  saw  some  of  them. 

Q.  Were  you  near  when  they  were  there  with  arms? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  w^as  not. 

Peter  Ortt,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  aged  32,  and  am  a  cooper 
by  trade.  I  reside  at  the  corner  of  Caroline  and  Bank  streets, 
in  the  second  ward.  I  have  resided  there  about  27  years.  I 
was  at  the  election  polls  on  the  second  of  November  last.  I 
was  one  of  the  judges  of  election,  and  was  thereat  9  o'clock 
and  remained  until  6. 

Q.  Were  t]ie  polls  opened  regularlv  and  conducted  regu- 
larly ? 

A.  Yes. 


Q.  Closad  ieguiarlv  hi  the  ovdaiiig;-* 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  any  unusual  degree  of  violence  or  pushing 
about  the  windows  ? 

A.  Not  about  the  windov/K.  There  was  a  barricade  put 
up  in  front. 

Q.  Did  you  witness  any  crowds  of  persons  who  seemed  to 
be  engaged  in  driving  voters  away  froip  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Compared  with  other  elections  which  you  have  seen  in 
Baltimore,  was  the  election  a  fair,  quiet,  and  peaceable  one 
or  not? 

A.  I  think  it  was  about  the  fairest  one  I  have  seen  for 
three  or  four  years  j)ast. 

Q .  How  did  you  vote  ? 

A.  I  voted  the  Keform  ticket.  I  am  always  a  Democrat. 
I  was  the  Reform  judge. 

Q.  Can  you  say  whether  you  counted  the  tickets,  and  on 
examination,  whether  or  not  Mr.  Purnell's  name  was  upon 
any  of  the  Reform  tickets  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  there  were  a  few. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Gaither's  name  on  the  Reform  tickets  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  there  also  on  a  few  of  the  Reform 
tickets. 

V>Y  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  How  often  have  you  voted  at  the  polls 
within  the  last  four  years  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  did  let  me  vote  at  last  election.  When 
this  new  party  started  up  they  gave  me  the  lead. 

Q.  You  were  inside  of  the  room,  by  virtue  of  your  being- 
one  of  the  judges  of  election  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  did  not  see  any  violence.  Did  you  hear 
anything  outside  ? 

A.  I  heard  some  shooting,  which  I  thought  must  be  down 
in  Bond  street,  or  up  in  eastern  Avenue. 

Q.  Was  the  noise  of  shooting  on  that  day,  and  other 
things  about  the  cit}'',  of  such  a  character  as  to  obstruct  per- 
sons from  going  up  to  the  ]iolls  and  voting  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Do  you  knoAv  a  party  called  the 
Rough  Skins  ? 

A.  The  polls  are  about  one  square  from  their  rendezvous. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  them -about  the  jjolls? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  I  saw  them  passing  backwards  and  forwards. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  firearms  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 
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Q.  You  Avere  not  in  a  position  to  see  them,  even  if  they 
were  used  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  was  not. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Q.   I  understand  you  to  bay  tliat  tlicrc 
was  no  violence  immediately  in  front  of  the  polls  ? 
A.  No,  sir,  there  Avas  not. 

Q.  Were  there  any  means  resorted  to  prevent  persons  from 
going  up  and  voting  ? 

A.  I  did  not  sec  a  single  person  yn'evciited.  Any  timid 
person  might  have  come  up  and  voted. 

By  Mr.  Golchhorou^gh — Q.  Ilowfer  was  tlic  firing  off  from 
the  place  of  holding  tlie  polls  ? 

A.  I  took  it  to  he  ahout  Albermarle  street,  which  street  is 
some  four  squares  off  from  where  the  polls  were  lield.  I 
heard  the  reports  of  the  guns  or  pistols. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  anything  ahout  the  effects  of  the 
firing  that  Avas  there  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  Avas  a  man  killed  there. 
Q.   Did  you  ever  hear,  prior  to  the  election,    any   threats 
put  out  by  the  other  party  calculated  to  j^revent  persons  or 
intimidating  jjersons  from  coming  up  to  the  polls  ? 
A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  Hoav  near  are  the  polls  to  the  corner 
of  Dallas  street  ? 

A.  They  are  right  on  the  north-east  corner. 
Q.  Do  you  knoAv  a  man  by  the  name  of  Milton  Wisely  V 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  cannot  see  out  at   tlie  Avindow  Avhat  Avas 
passing  ? 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  vote  of  that  ward  ? 
A.  About  1300  at  the  present  time. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Q.  When  did  you  hear  this  firing? 
A.  About  1  o'clock,  or  between  1  and  2.     I  cannot   say 
exactly,  but  I  heard  no  firing  before  or  after. 

S.  G.  SierroucJi,  SAvorn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Witness.  I  am  aged  49  ;  I  reside  in 
the  second  ward,  and  my  occupation  is  that  of  baker  ;  I  have 
resided  there  for  21  years  ;  am  an  American  citizen,  and  have 
been  naturalized  a  great  many  years  ;  I  am  a  nati\'e  of  Wur- 
temberg  ;  I  Avas  at  the  election  polls  held  at  the  second  Avard, 
and  voted  there ;  I  was  at  the  "polls  betAveen  tAvo  and  three 
o'clock,  and  remained  there  about  30  minutes. 

Q.  Had  yovi  much  difficulty  in  voting? 

A.  None  at  all  :  the  polls  wqvo  clear  foi'  otliei'  people  to 
vote. 
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Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  your  countrymen  driven  from  tlie 
polls  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  There  was  a  cooper  went  with  me  to  vote  ; 
there  was  no  fighting,  nor  threatening,  nor  intimidating,  nor 
crowding  ;  it  was  quite  a  fair  and  open  election  while  I  was 
there. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  ? 

A.  I  A^oted  the  American  ticket. 

By  ilir.  GoldsborougJi — Had  it  a  stripe  ? 

A.  I  didn't  take  much  notice  of  it,  and  I  cannot  say  whe- 
ther it  was  striped  or  not  ;  I  generally  send  my  little  son  for 
]ny  ticket. 

M)-.  Alexander — I  won't  affirm  it,  hut  I  don't  think  there 
were  any  striped  tickets  used  in  November  last. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Did  you  ever  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket  ? 

A.  Several  times. 

Q.  When  did  you  change  ? 

A.  Well,  whenever  I  see  a  man  up  that  suits  me  particu- 
larly, I  change. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  interrupted  in  your  business  by  any  per- 
son? 

A.  Never. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Q.  What  did  you  do  with  your  ticket 
when  you  got  it  from  your  son  ? 

A.  I  wrapped  my  ticket  up  in  my  pocket,  and  did  not  show 
it  to  anybody  ;  nobody  asked  me  to  show  my  ticket ;  if  I  had 
to  show  my  ticket  to  anybody,  I  would  not  have  voted. 

Mr.  Freaner.  No  doubt  it  was  pretty  generally  known  how 
he  intended  to  vote. 

Hartman  Welch  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Witness.  I  am  aged  53,  and  my  occu- 
pation is  that  of  a  shoemaker  ;  I  live  in  the  second  ward,  in 
Bond  street,  and  have  been  living  there  since  1839  ;  I  have 
been  naturalized  a  great  many  years  ;  I  voted  in  the  second 
ward  at  last  November  election  between-two  and  three  o'clock, 
but  did  not  remain  over  half  an  hour  ;  I  found  no  difficulty 
in  voting  ;  I  saw  no  fighting,  nor  any  attempting  to  keep 
voters  away  ;  it  was  a  quiet  election  ;  went  to  the  polls  with 
Mr.  Sierrouch  ;  voted  the  same  way  he  did. 

John  Huss,  sworn. 

By  3Ir.  Alexander — Witness.  I  am  44  years,  and  live  in  the 
second  ward,  in  Bond  street ;  I«  have  lived  in  this  Avard  three 
years,  and  voted  there  on  the  last  November  election. 

Q.  Did  anybody  attempt  to  prevent  you  from  voting? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  fighting? 

A.  No. 
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Bj  3fr.  Gordon — Did  you  vote  with  Mr.  Sieiroucli? 

A.  No  ;  he  caiiiG  to  the  polls  after  rac  ;  my  ticket  was  in 
before  he  came  up. 

Q.  When  were  you  there? 

A.  Between  10  and  11  o'clock. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  ? 

A.  The  American  ticket. 

Thomas  C.  Elliott,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  aged  40  ;  1  reside  in  the 
first  ward,  and  have  done  so  for  about  three  years  ;  I  have 
been  a  resident  of  Baltimore  for  about  four  years,  and  before 
that  I  lived  in  Anne  Arundel  county  ;  I  was  at  the  election 
polls  on  the  second  of  November  last,  about  halt-past  nine, 
and  voted,  and  remained  there  till  about  ten  o'clock.  I  left 
there,  and  probably  an  hour  afterwards  returned  again,  and 
staid  there  until  twelve  ;  went  to  my  dinner  and  returned 
in  the  afternoon  about  one  o'clock,  and  then  remained  until 
nearly  three  ;  then  I  left  and  went  to  the  third  ward,  and 
from  that  to  the  second,  arriving  at  the  first  ward  about  five 
o'clock,  and  remained  there  until  within  half  an  liour  of  the 
closing  of  the  polls.  The  character  of  the  election,  compared 
with  others  which  I  have  seen,  was  the  quietest,  in  fact,  I 
think  I  ever  saw  ;  I  did  not  see  any  obstruction  by  any  party, 
nor  any  one  kept  from  voting,  although  sometimes  I  would 
see  a  party  sky-larking  at  the  window. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  degree  of  violence  or  intimi- 
dation ? 

A.  I -did  not  ;  the  only  thing  I  saw  was  one  young  mair 
came  up  and  voted,  and  when  he  voted,  he  came  out  and 
made  the  remark,  "•'  That's  the  way — there's  no  know-noth- 
ing son  of  a  bitch  can  keep  me  from  voting."  Some  one 
came  up  to  him,  and  suggested  that  as  he  had  voted,  he 
ought  to  be  satisfied.  Says  he,  ^'  You  son  of  a  bitch,  you 
could  not  keep  me  from  voting,"  and  with  that  the  man  gave 
him  a  bunk  in  the  mouth.  That  was  the  only  occasion  of 
disturbance  I  saw,  and  that  man  had  voted  when  he  made 
these  remarks. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

A.  I  am  a  speculator  in  any  little  thing  I  get  to  make  a 
dollar  honestly. 

Mr.  Hagner— K  huckster. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Witness.  I  belong  to  no  no  club,  nor 
ever  did.  , 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  members  of  the  clubs  there  ? 

A.  I  might  have  seen  them,  but  I  don't  think  I  knew  any  of 
them. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  parties  Avith  arms  in  tiieir  hands  ? 

A.  I  did  not ;  they  might  have  been  there,  but  if  they 


22 

were,  it  must  hare  been  when  I  was  away  ;  I  did  not  see  any 
parties  crowded  away  from  the  polls.  Sometimes  a  gentle- 
man would  come  up  to  vote,  and  the  crowd  would  open  up 
the  way  for  the  voter  ;  there  was  not  a  man  within  twenty 
feet  of  the  window  sometimes. 

Q,  Did  they  step  out  of  the  way  to  let  people  vote  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  what  their  intention  was,  whether  they 
stepped  out  of  the  way  to  let  people  vote  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Freafier — What  are  your  politics  ? 

A.  I  vote  for  the  man  that  suits  me  best. — sometimes  a  split 
ticket,  and  sometimes  I  don't.  If  I  see  a  good  Democrat,  I 
vote  for  him. 

Q.  This  man  that  got  himself  into  a  difficulty,  was  he  a 
Keformer  ? 

A.  He  termed  himself  so  ;  he  Avas  neither  a  Democrat  nor 
a  Know-Nothing. 

By  Ml'.  Goldshorough — You  voted  a  split  ticket ;  was  the 
crowd  at  the  polls  about  half  and  half? 

A.  I  think  the  majority  was  a  little  on  the  Know-Nothing 
order. 

By  Mr.  G or doi^r-^- About  as  much  as  was  the  majority  at 
your  polls  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  ;  I  pledge  you  my  honest  w^ord  I  fur- 
nished gentlemen  on  both  sides  with  tickets  ;  if  a  man  came 
to  me  and  wanted  a  ticket,  whether  he  was  the  one  party  or 
the  other,  he  got  it. 

Q.  How  many  Reform  tickets  do  you  think  you  handed 
out  ?     Do  you  think  you  handed  out  any  ? 

A.  I  say  I  did  hand  out  some  ;  I  have  some  as  warm  friends 
in  the  Reform  party  as  the  American. 

By  Mr.  Goldsborougli — Did  you  hear  of  any  remarks  calcu- 
lated to  intimidate  any  one  from  coming  up  and  voting  ? 

A.  I  did  not;  on  the  Council  election,  there  was  a  rumor 
that  the  Reformers  intended  to  drive  the  Know-Nothings 
away  frctm  the  polls. 

Christopher  Sluvw,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hcigner — Witness.  I  live  in  the  fourth  ward ;  I 
have  been  a  voter  there  for  nearly  17  months  ;  I  formerly 
lived  in  the  tenth  ward  ;  I  was  at  the  election  held  on  the 
second  of  November  last ;  I  was  at  the  polls  about  half  past 
eleven,  and  remained  there  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes, 
and  after  leaving  for  a  short  time,  I  again  returned  ;  when  I 
was  at  the  polls,  there  were  scarcely  half  a  dozen  at  the  win- 
dow ;  there  was  no  obstruction  at  the  w^indow  ;  I  saw  the  jdo- 
lice  officers  sitting  on  the  opposite  side  from  where  the  polls 
were  held,  and  all  was  quiet.  Compared  with  previous  elec- 
tions, I  would  denominate  it  a  quiet  election,  at  the  hour  at 


which  1  eaw  it  \  i  aavv  no  intimidation  of  votei-a,  oelthei'  did 
I  see  any  voters  driven  away  from  the  polls. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  on  tliat  occasion  ? 

A.  My  politics  are  Democratic,  hut  I  voted  a,  split  ticket 
that  day  ;  I  liave  always  heen  a  Democrat. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Were  you  at  the  5th  ward  polls  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  I  was. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  disturbance  at  the  fifth  ward  polls  ? 

A.  I  did  ;  I  saw  a  few  knock-downs  ;  that's  all. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  driven  from  the  polls? 

A.  Well,  two  or  three  times  I  saw  persons  probably  driven 
away  when  the  polls  were  taken  possession  of ;  I  saw  a  crowd 
rushing  first  one  way  and  then  another. 

Q.  Was  the  crowd  such  as  to  drive  peaceable  persons  from 
the  polls  and  prevent  their  voting  ? 

A.  At  one  time  I  saw  a  crowd  rushing  and  drire  parties 
away  from  the  polls. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  arms  ? 

A.  I  saw  one  man  with  a  pistol. 

Q.  Did  he  use  it  ? 

A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  obstructions  to  voters  at  any  of  the 
other  polls  ? 

A.  I  walked  up  as  far  as  the  10th  ward  jdoIIs,  and  I  heard 
there  was  a  disturbance  there,  but  I  did  not  see  it ;  I  saw  one 
voung  man  with  a  white  cloth  tied  over  his  forehead. 

Q.  Was  it  bloody? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  look  as  if  he  liad  been  injured? 

A    No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Do  you  know  that  young  man  who  had 
the  white  cloth  wrapped  around  his  head  ;  what's  his  name? 

A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  What  25arty  did  he  belong  to  ? 

A.  The  American  party. 

Q.  Was  his  name  J eifers  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Thomas  Lambden,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness,  i  am  31  years  of  age,  and  live 
in  the  third  ward,  and  have  always  lived  there. 

Q.  Were  you  at  tlie  election  on  the  second  of  November 
last  ? 

A.  1  was  one  of  the  judges  ;  the  election,  compared  with 
others  which  1  have  seen,  was  very  quiet. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  intimidation  or  any  unusual  riolencd 
offered  to  parties  voting  ? 

A.   Y^,  sir  :  I  saw  eom«  puehin^%  list  »«tkia|;  %a«uiHiil. 


24 

Q.  Compared  with  otlier  elections,  jou  say  there  was  no 
unusual  disturhance  ? 

A.  Some  elbowing  among  some  drunken  persons,  but  that 
occurs  always. 

By  M?'.  Freaner — What  is  your  occupation  ? 

A.  I  am  a  sail-maker. 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs  ? 

A.  I  do  not  ;  I  believe  there  is  a  club  in  the  third  ward 
called  the  "  Ked  Necks." 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  members  of  that  club  about  the 
polls  on  that  day  ? 

A.  I  believe  there  were   some  about  the  polls  on  that  day. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  cries  of  "wade  in  Eed  Necks? 

A.  I  did  not ;  there  was  some  howling  all  the  da}^,  and 
there  were  some  drunken  persons,  but  I  do  not  think  I  heard 
that  cry. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — What  does  that  cry  mean  ? 

A.  That's  more  than  I  can  say. 

Q.  Is  it  one  of  their  signals? 

A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  see  much  of  what  occurred  outside  of  th©  win- 
dow ? 

A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Then  when  you  say  it  was  a  fair  election,  you  only 
speak  from  what  you  observed  from  the  room  in  which  you 
were  ? 

A.  No  sir,  I  reached  up  sometimes  and  looked  over  the 
barricade. 

Q.  What  was  the  occasion  of  your  reaching  up  and  look- 
ing over  the  barricade  ? 

A.  They  were  taking  some  drunken  persons  away. 

Q.  How  often  did  you  raise  up? 

A.  Several  times. 

Q.  Was  that  taking  away  a  drunken  man  the  occasion  of 
your  rising  up  several  times  ? 

A.  No  sir,  that  was  the  occasion  of  a  Eeformer  l)elong-ing 
to  the  first  ward  trying  to  vote  in  this  ward. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  look  over  the  barricade? 

A.  I  suppose  some  half  dozen  times. 

Q.  Were  the  polls  kept  open? 

A.  Yes,  there  was  a  death  occurred  at  the  polls.  Mr,  Her- 
ring fell  dead,  and  he  was  a  neighbor  of  mine. 

Q.  How  did  he  come  to  die? 

A.  I  forget  what  it  was — heart  disease  or  something. 

(»).  Was  not  lie  pressed  against  the  wall  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  it  not  the  pressing  against  t4j«  wall  tfeat  produced 
his  death  ? 

A.   N»  ,»ir. 


Q.  Who  was  the  physician  ? 

A.  I  did'nt  know.  He  [Mr.  Herring]  was  a  very  healthy 
man  ;  after  that,  it  was  quiet  all  the  time. 

Q.  Is  it  a  very  robust  man  who  is  apt  to  be  attacked  with 
heart  disease  ? 

A.  It  sometimes  occurs. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Did  you  hear  any  guns  hred  during  the 
day? 

A.  None.  Parties  came  up  to  me  in  the  morning  and  re- 
quested me  to  put  up  a  barricade  ;  it  was  not  up  long,  be- 
fore it  was  requested  to  be  taken  down  again,  which  we  did 
not  do. 

Q.  Do  you  say  there  was  no  gun  firing  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  heard  ;  any  man  disposed  to  vote  could  have 
voted  there. 

Q.  Why  do  you  say  so? 

A.  Because  the  Eeform  party  say  so  themselves ;  there 
were  several  stood  at  the  windows,  and  they  made  the  remark, 
that  if  peoj)le  did  not  vote,  it  was  their  own  fault. 

Q.  You  say  there  was  no  obstructions  outside  of  the  polls  ; 
how  could  you  see  except  by  looking  over  the  barricade  ? 

A.  In  front  of  the  window  ;  when  a  rush  was  made,  it 
was  towards  the  front  of  the  window,  but  it  was  one  party 
almost ;  after  Mr.  Herring's  death,  there  were  very  few  of 
the  opposite  party,  (the  Reform  i)arty)  there  ;  there  were 
some,  but  not  as  many  as  in  the  morning. 

By  Mr.  Goldsborough — What  were  Mr.  Herring*s  poli- 
tics? 

A.  He  has  been  a  Whig,  Know-Nothing  and  Reformer, 

Q.  What  ticket  do  you  believe  he  intended  to  vote  ? 

A.  I  believe  he  intended  to  vote  the  Reform  ticket  ? 

Q.  Had  he  expressed  himself  so? 

A.  I  did  not  liear  him  say  so. 

Q,  Why  do  you  think  he  intended  to  vote  the  Reform 
ticket  ? 

A.  He  came  with  the  Reform  party  who  came  there  in  the 
morning. 

Mr.  Freaner  (reading  a  portion  of  the  Rev.  S.  Mayer's 
printed  testimony,  in  which  he  narrated  the  jjroceedings  at 
the  ballot  box  whilst  depositing  his  ticket) — Do  you  recollect 
that  instance  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  nothing  of  the  kind. 

By  Mr.  Gordon— -Was  there  room  to  pass  between  the  bar- 
ricade and  the  window  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.   Could  he  get  between  the  barricade  and  the  window  to 
show  his  ticket? 
4 
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A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Freaner  (reading  )nore  of  the  testimony) — Do  you  re- 
collect anything  of  that  ? 

A.  No,  sir — to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  I  do  not. 

Captain  D.  Johnson  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  live  in  the  third  ward,  and 
have  lived  there  for  22  years  ;  I  was  a  judge  of  election  at  the 
election  held  in  November  last ;  I  was  there  from  half-past 
eight  in  the  morning  until  the  counting  of  the  ballots  at  eight 
at  night  ;  compared  with  other  elections,  I  think,  as  regards 
violence,  crowding,  or  intimidation,  or  anyunnsual  degree  of 
violence,  it  was  a  quieter  election  than  any  I  have  seen  for 
many  years,  and  I  have  been  a  voter  in  the  third  ward  for  12 
or  13  years. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  parties  kept  from  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  did  not ;  when  we  first  opened  the  polls  crowds  of 
both  parties  blocked  uj)  the  barricade  ;  when  we  were  sworn 
in,  I  opened  the  polls  at  9  o'clock,  and  there  was  a  great 
rush,  as  there  is  at  all  elections  ;  after  that  rush  there  was 
no  more  crowding  and  pushing  than  I  have  seen  at  previous 
elections  ;  we  endeavored,  as  judges,  to  keej)  the  aisles  open, 
and  tried  and  made  it  our  dut}'  to  do  so,  and  we  think  we  suc- 
ceeded ;  both  parties  gave  us  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  our 
actions. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  belong  to  any  of  these  clubs? 

A.  No,  sir,  1  was  elected  a  member  without  my  knowledge  ; 
they  elected  me  in  the  '-'Red  Necks"  shortly  after  I  arrived 
in  Baltimore. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Do  von  recollect  the  case  of  this  Rev. 
Ml-.  'Mayer  ? 

A.  I  do,  perfectly  ;  I  Avas  the  judge  alluded  to  in  that  gen- 
tleman" s  testimony,  and  I  will  give  you  what  transpired  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  ;  I  stiy  tliat  he  deviated  from  the 
truth,  although  I  don't  say  he  did  it  intentionally  ;  when  he 
came  up  to  the  polls  lie  appeared  to  lie  very  much  frightened  ; 
lie  appeared  to  be  frightened  when  I  put  the  questions  to 
liim,  but  there  was  no  crowd  nor  shoving  at  the  time  ;  I  ask- 
ed him  the  question,  "Do  you  live  in  this  ward?"  "I  do"  he 
said;  "How  long  have  you  lived  there  ?"  I  asked  ;  "About  six 
months,"  was  his  answer  ;  I  asked  him  for  a  sight  of  his  pa- 
pers and  he  handed  tliem  to  me  ;  I  looked  at  them  and  I  saw 
that  they  Avere  not  issued  in  the  State  of  Maryland  ;  I  forget 
where  he  said  they  were  taken  out  ;  I  looked  at  the  seal  on 
the  papers,  and  it  was  quite  luint ;  I  told  him  that  I  supposed 
he  was  entitled  to  vote,  but  before  voting,  I  told  him  he  would 
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have  to  go  to  the  {Superior  Court  aiil  get  these  papers  certi- 
fied ;  I  believe  that  was  all  that  pa.shiod  between  us ;  as  for 
me  holding  up  his  ticket^  that  is  false. 

Q.  Was  he  struck  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  saw  ;  1  heard  some  one  say  "Don't  hit  him,"' 
and  I  asked  the  question  "if  tliat  luan  was  liit  ?"  and  if  so, I 
asked  the  Reformers  to  show  ]nc  the  man  wlio  struck  him, 
which  they  could  not  do. 

By  J/r.  Freaner — You  say  you  told  Mr.  Mayer  to  goto  the 
Superior  Court  and  get  his  naturalization  papers  certiJied  : 
did  you  not  know  that  tliey  Avcre  not  the  propcj'  ofliccrs  to 
whom  he  ought  to  iiave  gone  ? 

A.  I  supposed  they  had  a  correct  list  of  the  issuing  of  the 
naturalization  papers  of  the  different  courts,  and  I  considered 
that,  according  to  my  oath,  I  Avas  only  doing  mydut3^ 

Q.  If  a  man  had  come  from  the  State  of  Iowa  would  you 
liave  recjuired  the  officers  of  the  Superior  Court  to  have  cor  ti- 
lled to  the  accuracy  of  his  naturalization  papers  ? 

A.  Yes,  if  the  seal  was  not  very  distinct. 

Q.  Would  you  have  adopted  the  same  line  of  conduct  in 
other  cases  ? 

A.  I  should  certainly,  if  the  seal  ]iad  been  doubtful. 

By  Mr.  Goldshorougli — Did  you  know  his  calling  ? 

A.  I  did  not  know  his  calling  until  after  he  left  tlie  polls 
and  the  election  was  over  ;  he  had  on  a  white  cravat  when  he 
came  up  to  the  polls,  but  there  are  so  many  Avho  wear  white 
cravats  now  who  don't  belong  to  the  ministry  that  we  cannot 
tell  by  that. 

By  3Ir.  Hagner — Did  you  know  wliat  way  he  was  going  to 
vote  ? 

A.  I  did  not,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  many  Grcrmans  who  voted  on  that  day^ 

A.   Yes,  sir,  a  great  many. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Did  you  hear  any  tiring  of  arms  ? 

A.  Not  during  the  time  tlie  polls  Avere  held.  After  the 
polls  Avere  closed,  I  heard  some  iiring,  Avhich  1  supposed  Avas 
as  a  salute. 

Johi   Williams^  SAvorn. 

By  Mr.  Hagnei'—Witnca^.  1  am  a  resiflent  of  tlie  third 
Avard  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  I  have  been  born  in  Bal- 
timore. I  have  resided  in  the  third  ward  about  ten  years. 
I  am  not  41  years  of  age.  I  Avas  at  the  election  held  on  the 
2d  of  November  last.  I  got  to  the  polls  about  hall-past  12, 
and  remained  there  about  half  an  hour,  and  did  not  return. 
Whilst  I  Avas  there,  everything  was  conducted  in  a  perfectly 
orderly  manner,  although  there  Avas  a  little  slioving  about 
outside.     I  did  not  see  any  unusual  amount  of  violence,  light- 
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ing,  nor  anything  of  that  kind,  neither  did  I  see  any  persons 
driven  away  from  the  polls. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  in  voting  ? 

A.  I  had  not.     I  voted  very  easily. 

Q,.  What  are  your  politics  ? 

A.  I  am  a  Democrat. 

Q,.  Did  you  vote  the  Reform  ticket  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Compared  with  other  elections,  what  was  its  character 
for  order  or  the  reverse  ? 

A.  At  the  time  I  was  there,  I  helieve  anybody  almost  could 
have  gone  up  and  voted.  I  could  have  voted  without  any 
trouble.  When  I  was  going  up  to  the  polls,  I  saw  several 
gentlemen,  who  told  me  the  Eeformers  had  abandoned  the 

By  Mr.  Gordon — I  understand  you  to  say,  that  you  were 
going  to  the  polls,  you  met  some  gentlemen  who  told  you  the 
Reformers  had  abandoned  the  polls  ? 

A.  They  did,  sir. 

Q,.  Then  of  course  it  was  very  quiet  when  the  Reformers 
ha    gone  ? 

A.  I  saw  a  large  number  outside  the  polls  standing  and 
talking. 

Q,.  Did  you  see  any  Reformers  trying  to  vote  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

D.  JoTiTison,  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Hagner-^You  counted  the  tickets  on  election  day. 
Did  you  see  any  printed  tickets  of  the  Reform  party  with 
Purneirs  name  on  them? 

A.  A  great  number  of  them  had  his  name  on  them,  and 
also  a  great  number  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Gaither. 

Mr.  Freaner  objected  to  any  other  witnesses  being  ex- 
amined relative  to  the  question  of  tickets,  unless  produced. 

Frederick  G.  SmitJi,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  live  in  the  third  ward,  and 
have  lived  there  for  16  years.  I  acted  as  clerk  of  election  at 
the  third  ward  polls  on  the  2d  of  November  last. 

Q,.  State  how  that  election  was  conducted,  so  far  as  you 
know,  as  regards  order  ? 

A.  It  was  conducted  in  a  quiet,  orderly,  and  I  think  im- 
partial manner. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  forced  away  from  the  polls,  or 
kept  from  voting  ? 

A.  I  have  only  the  recollection  of  one  case,  which  was  that 
of  a  Reformer  from  the  first  Avard,  who  attempted  to  vote  in 
the  third. 
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Q,.  Compared  witli  other  elections  which  yoii  have  seen  in 
the  third  ward,  what  Avas  it  character? 

A.  I  think  it  was  a  quieter  election  than  we  have  had  for 
some  seven  or  eight  years  in  the  third  ward. 

By  3Ir.  Frecmer — Were  you  in  the  room  all  day  ? 

A.  I  Avas  not.  It  is  customarj^,  wlien  the  voting  gets  dull, 
for  those  inside  to  take  a  lew  minutes  to  stretch  their  legs. 

Q..  How  often  were  you  out  y 

A.  I  was  out  twice. 

Q.  And  how  long  did  you  remain  ? 

A.   At  one  time  five,  and  the  other  ten  minutes. 

Q..  What  time  were  you  out  ? 

A.  The  first  time  about  two,  and  the  second  time  about 
four. 

Ql.  You  say  the  election  was  very  quiet  from  your  obser- 
vation on  these  little  excursions  ? 

A.  It  was.  My  opinion  is  based  upon  what  I  saw  at  those 
periods. 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  political  clubs? 

A.   I  do  not. 

Q,.   Could  you  see  out  to  the  street  from  the  window  ? 

A.  Partly. 

Q,.  Was  there  a  barricade  ? 

A.  There  was. 

Q,.  How  could  you  see  out  to  the  street  ? 

A.  Sometimes  I  walked  to  the  windov/  and  looked  out. 

Jolm  C.  Hines,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  live  in  the  sixth  ward,  and 
have  lived  there  for  2|-  years  ;  before  that,  I  lived  in  the 
tenth  ward  for  ten  years  ;  the  election  polls  Avere  held  direct- 
ly opposite  where  I  live  and  I  was  there  the  Avhole  day,  not 
having  gone  home  to  any  dinner. 

Q.  ytate  the  character  of  the  election,  whether  peaceable 
or  otherwise,  or  whether  there  was  any  unusual  degree  of 
violence  ? 

A.  In  the  morning  where  the  polls  were  opened,  there 
were  probably  about  a  hundred  people  around,  but  I  did  not 
see  anybody  forced  away  ;  towards  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
there  Avere  scarcely  twenty  persons  there. 

Q.  Compared  with  other  elections,  Avhat  was  its  charac- 
ter? 

A.  Compared  with  others,  I  think  it  Avas  the  quietest  elec- 
tion I  ever  saw,  and  a  great  deal  quieter  than  a  good  niany 
of  them  ;  I  formerly  lived  in  the  10th  Avard  Avhich  is  con- 
sidered the  quietest,  but  I  think  this  election  was  quieter  than 
that. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — You  say  you  live  opposite   to   where  the 
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polls  Avere  held  ;  do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Richard 
Pryer  ? 

A.  I  do.  He  lives  in  Little  McEldery  street,  pcrliaps  180 
yards  from  the  polls  ;  he  has  a   tavern. 

Q.  Is  that  the  head  quartes  of  the  Ashland  club  ? 

A.  I  really  don't  know  ;  it  don't  appear  to  he  the  head 
(juarters  for  anything  ;  business  seems  to  be  dull  there. 

Q.  Do  you  knoAv  whether  tliere  were  any  arms  deposited 
near  the  ]5olls  ? 

A.  There  were  some  three  or  four  muskets^  and  there  is  a 
swivel  which  has  been  standing  there  for  tliree  or  four  years ^ 
which  any  responsible  party  can  have  on  loan. 

Q.  If  a  party  of  G-ermans  or  Irish  had  gone  ibr  the  loan 
of  it,  do  you  think  they  would  have  got  it. 

A.  Certainly,  if  they  were  responsible. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  difficulty  occur  at  the  polls? 

A.  I  only  saw  a  difficulty  between  two  gentlemen,  the  one 
named  Fowler  and  the  other  named  Hides. 

Q.  Did  he  vote  the  American  ticket  ? 
A.  I  presume  he  did. 

By  Mr.  Goldsborough — About  how  many  votes  were  polled  ? 

A.  Last  time  something  about  1,080. 

Q.  Was  the  polling  regular  ?  You  say  that  polling  that 
number  of  votes,  there  was  at  no  time  more  than  20  after 
the  first  hour,  and  during  the  first  hour  there  was  upwards 
of  100  votes  taken  ? 

A.  After  that  they  came  in  quietly,  and  the  clerk  had  no 
trouble  to  keep  up  with  them. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.     You  say  you  saw  no  disturbance? 

A.  None  but  those  two  cases  of  Hides  and  Fowler  ;  I  did 
not  see  a  man  struck  the  whole  day. 

Q.  Were  there  any  persons  that  got  around  the  polls  and 
took  possession  of  them  ? 

A.  No  sir,  I  cannot  say  they  did.  There  was  a  large 
crowd  from  nine  to  ten,  but  after  that  there  were  very  Icav 
persons.  I  don't  suppose  there  were  100  people  within  sight 
of  the  polls  ;  the  pavement  in  front  of  the  polls  Avas  deserted 
the  great  part  of  the  day. 

Q.  Were  there  any  Aveaj^ons  ? 

A.  With  the  exception  of  the  case  of  FoAvlcr  drawing  the 
knife,  I  did  not  see  any. 

Q.  Did  Hides  draw  a  pistol  ? 

A.  No  sir,  I  did  not  see  him  ;  He  drcAv  a  sAA-ord  cane.  It 
was  a  sword  cane  he  droAV,  and  FoAAder  drew  a  butcher's 
knife. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  Is  Pryor's  house  Avithin  sight  of  the 
polls  ? 


A.  No,  but  the  corner  of  it  is  in  sight.  If  jow  stand  at  the 
polls  you  can  see  one  corner,  but  the  entrance  is  not  visible 
at  all. 

J.  B.  Aslceio,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  /fafywer— Witness.  I  live  at  57  Ann  street,  in  the 
third  ward,  and  have  lived  there  about  two  years  ;  I  moved 
from  the  upper  section  of  the  city  down  there.     I  was  at  a 
number  of  the  election  polls  held  on  the  2d  of  November  last ; 
I  was  at  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th  and   10th  ward  polls,    in  the 
morning,   about  half-past   eight.     I   left  my  dwelling    and 
walked  down  to  the  Middle  District  station  house,   and  from 
that  I  went  down  to  the  second  ward  polls  ;  I  was  there  when 
the  polls  opened  at  9,  and  remained  there  conversing  with 
some  gentlemen  for  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  ;  whilst  I 
was  there,  a  great  many  Germans  came  up  and  voted,  with 
their  aprons  on  and  in  their  shirt  sleeves,  Avho  appeared  as  if 
they  had  just  come  out  of  their  houses — mostly  shoemakers, 
I  took  them  to  be  ;  I  then  walked  up  to  Bond  street  to  the 
third  ward  j)ollSj  and  when  within  about  a  square  of  that 
polls,  I  saw  a  crowd  carrying  a  man  by  his  hands  and  feet ; 
some  parties  whom  I  asked  told  me  the  man  was  killed  ;  go- 
ing into  the  crov*^d,   I  asked  the  particulars,  and  I  was  in- 
formed the  man's  name  was  Herring  ;  I  went  up  to  the  polls, 
and  when  I  got  there,  there  was  a  great  crowd  around  the 
window  ;  I  then  inquired  as  to  the  cause  of  Mr.  Herring's 
death,  and  I  was  told  the  name  of  the  physician  who  exam- 
ined the  body,   who  said  that  there  was  not  the  slightest 
puncture  of  the  skin  nor  bruises,   and  that  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  doctor  that  Mr.  Herring  died  from  the  effects  of  a  fit. 
I  remained  there  until  about  lialf  past  10  ;  I  shoved  myself 
into  the  crowd  and  was  pushed  about  considerably,  and  after 
voting,  walked  up  and  down,  and  staid  until  nearly  12  ;   I. 
then  went  to  the  first  ward  and  remained  about  three-quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  and  from  thence  went  to  my  dinner,  after 
wliich  I  went  to  the  fourtli  ward  polls,  and  whilst  there  very 
few  persons  voted  ;    what  impressed  the  fourth  ward  polls 
specially  on  my  mind  was,  that  a  gentleman  came  and  voted, 
with  whom  I  was  personally  acquainted,  and  who  never  was 
an  American  ;  I  saw  him  have  his  ticket  in  writing,  and  that 
attracted  my  attention  ;   I  asked  a  gentleman  standing  there 
how  he  was  voting,  and  lie  said  he  was  voting  a  split  ticket, 
and  he  replied,   "So  anybody  can  vote,  who  wants  to.''    I 
went  then  to  the  tenth  ward  polls,  and  whilst  there  every- 
thing was  quiet  and  peaceable  ;  I  asked  in  reference  to  the 
manner  of  the  election,  and  was  told  that  after  the  polls  were 
opened,  a  difficulty  occurred,  in  which  three  men  were  killed  ; 
I  asked  if  any  of  the  Eeforraers  were  killed,  and   they  said 


^^No;"  from  tkat  I  went  to  my  own  ward,  and  remained 
there  until  the  close  ;  I  was  at  the  tenth  ward  about  3 
o'clock  ;  I  went  from  there  over  to  the  Mayor's  office,  which 
was  about  Si  ;  I  was  at  the  third  ward  about  three  hours  in 
all  during  the  day  ,  after  the  crowd  had  subsided,  I  did  not 
see  the  slightest  imaginary  obstruction  thrown  in  the  way  of 
any  man  voting  ;  between  9  and  10  everybody  appeared  anx- 
ious to  vote  ;  I  saw  men  put  in  both  kinds  of  tickets  ;  I  saw 
a  man  at  half  past  three  do  so,  that  I  knew  to  be  a  Democrat, 
one  man  in  particular  did  so  about  half-past  five,  who  held 
office  under  Major  Watkins. 

Q.  Comparing  the  occurrences  to  which  you  have  testified 
with  those  of  other  elections,  what  is  your  testimony  ? 

A.  My  opinion  is  this,  that  it  was  the  fairest  and  most  im- 
partial election,  so  far  as  my  judgment  is  concerned,  that  I 
have  seen  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  for  a  long  time,  and  I  have 
seen  a  great  deal  more  crowding  when  I  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  myself ;  I  was  crowded  considerably  in  the  20th  ward 
before  I  got  my  vote  in  when  I  lived  there. 

John  L.  Blades,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  live  in  the  first  ward,  and 
have  lived  there  for  34  years  ;  I  was  at  the  election  on  2d 
November  last ;  I  was' there  when  the  polls  opened,  and  re- 
mained until  about  11  o'clock  ;  after  that  I  left  and  went 
home  and  had  dinner,  and  went  down  to  the  second  and 
third  wards,  and  then  up  to  the  first  ward,  and  then  I  went 
home  ;  I  was  at  the  first  ward  polls  about  five  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  amount  of  pushing,  hauling, 
or  any  violence  or  intimidation  at  the  election  ? 

A.  When  I  went  up  to  vote,  they  were  crowding  very 
much,  and  crowded  me  out  ;  I  made  another  efi'ort,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  voting  ;  there  was  a  German  man  came  up  to  me 
and  asked  me  for  a  ticket ;  I  told  him  I  had  none,  but  would 
get  him  one  ;  I  asked  him  what  ticket  he  wanted  to  vote,  and 
he  said  American,  and  after  going  for  the  ticket,  and  return- 
ing to  him  with  it  again,  I  found  that  some  one  had  beat 
him  ;  I  asked  him  who  it  was  tliat  struck  him,  and  he  said 
he  did  not  know,  and  I  was  also  unable  to  find  out  the  part3^ 

Q.  Do  you  knov/  his  name? 

A.  I  know  him  by  sight,  I  always  call  him  Shon  ;  some- 
body hit  him  in  the  face,  I  think  with  the  fist,  and  he  would 
not  vote. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  other  violence? 

A.  That  was  the  only  thing  I  saw  during  that  day,  Com- 
jmred  with  previous  elections,  I  think  this  was  the  quietest 
election  I  was  ever  at ;  the  second  ward  was  all  quietness, 
whilst  I    was    there  :  I  was    at    the  third    ward  about    two 
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o'clock,  and  the  voting  appeared  to  be  going  on  by  both  par- 
tiefi. 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs? 

A.  I  belong  to  an  association  called  the  Live  Oak,  with 
about  15  or  20  members. 

Mr.  Freaner — Is  it  a  political  association  ? 

A.  Partly.  It  is  composed  of  persons  of  one  party,  also  to 
relieve  each  other  in  sickness. 

John  Ehrmann,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  aged  62,  and  live  in  the 
fourth  ward,  and  have  lived  there  for  22  years  ;  I  was  at  the 
last  election  in  November  between  1  and  2,  and  remained 
there  about  5  minutes  ;  when  I  was  there,  there  were  not  a 
dozen  persons  about  the  polls  ;  I  had  no  difficulty  in  voting, 
and  I  saw  no  violence  ;  I  was  at  no  other  Avard  ;  compared 
with  other  elections,  it  was  as  quiet  an  election  as  I  ever  saw 
in  the  fourth  ward. 

John  Evans,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  live  in  the  sixth  ward,  and 
have  lived  there  about  six  months  ;  I  moved  from  the  fifth 
ward,  where  I  lived  for  nearly  two  years  ;  I  was  at  the  elec- 
tion held  on  the  2nd  of  November  last  ;  I  reached  the  fifth 
ward  polls  about  ten  minutes  before  the  opening,  and  I  was 
the  third  man  that  voted,  I  remained  there  for  about  half  an 
hour  ;  as  far  as  I  could  see  there  everything  was  being  con- 
ducted in  a  quiet  manner  ;  everything  appeared  to  be  good 
humored,  although  there  was  a  little  hustling. 

Q.  Are  you  connected  with  any  newspaper  ? 

A.  I  am  Eeporter  for  the  Baltimore  Patriot. 

Q.  Where  yon  voted,  did  you  see  any  disturbance? 

A.  No  sir,  I  saw  some  hustling,  but  nothing  unusual ; 
there  was  no  fighting  nor  disturbance. 

Q.  Did  you  visit  any  of  the  other  polls  ? 

A'  I  visited  all  the  polls,  sir.  I  was  required  by  my  busi- 
ness, to  visit  every  place  of  voting  as  often  as  I  could  during" 
the  day  which  I  did  probably  three  or  four  times  ;  I  was  at 
the  first  ward  polls  ;  when  I  went  there,  there  was  a  considera- 
ble crowd  about  the  polls  ;  I  think  it  was  about  10  o'clock 
when  I  got  to  the  first  ward  polls  ;  I  saw  one  knock  down 
there,  but  it  was  the  result  of  whiskey,  and  by  two  persons 
connected  with  the  same  party,  members  of  the  American 
party.  It  was  made  up  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  as  I 
heard  the  parties  saying,  "Let  us  take  a  drink."  So  far  as  I 
was  able  to  see,  everything  was  going  on  quietly  and  peacea- 
bly. It  was  as  quiet  as  any  election  I  have  seen.  I  sup- 
posed I  remained  at  the  first  ward  for  some  20  or  30  minutes, 
not  longer.     I  went  to  the   second   ward,   and  when  I   got 


there,  I  was  astonished  to  find  so  few  persons  present,  I  did 
not  remain  over  five  minutes  there,  Everything  was  quiet. 
I  saw  persons  going  up  and  voting,  who  appeared  to  have  on 
difficulty  in  the  least,  and  whilst  I  was  there,  everything  was 
very  peaceable.  I  saw  a  drucken  man  standing  on  the  cor- 
ner, a  square  or  so  from  the  polls,  hut  he  was  not  disorderly. 
As  compared  Avith  other  elections,  it  was  nothing  unusual. 
I  went  from  the  second  to  the  third  ward  polls,  and  I  sup- 
pose it  took  me  over  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  to  go.  Whilst 
there,  I  saw  a  good  deal  of  hustling,  hut  nothing  unusual 
compared  with  what  I  have  seen  formerly.  Every  one  that 
I  thought  felt  disposed  to  vote,  could  have  done  so.  I  saw 
parties  come  up  and  vote,  who  did  not  appear  to  have  any 
difficulty,  only  that  there  would  he  some  crowding,  but  noth- 
ing unusual.  I  tlien  went  to  the  fourth  ward,  and  if  I  had 
not  known  there  was  an  election  going  on,  I  could  not  other- 
wise have  been  aware  of  the  fact — all  was  so  quiet.  There 
were  only  some  15  or  20  persons  sitting  on  the  railing,  oppo- 
site to  the  polls — the  polls  being  held  in  the  Engine  House. 

I  then  went  to  the  fifth  ward,  Avhich  was  probably  between 

II  and  12,  and  remained  only  a  few  minutes.  Everything 
was  quiet.  I  then  went  to  the  sixth  ward,  and  whilst  I  was 
there,  I  saw  several  persons  going  up  and  voting,  and  several 
persons  of  both  parties  standing  around  the  window.  I  saAv 
no  difficulty  whilst  I  was  there,  and  I  don't  think  there  were 
half  a  dozen  persons  around  the  window.  I  staid  there  about 
five  minutes,  and  then  I  went  to  the  seventh  ward.  There  I 
found  a  good  deal  of  crowding  and  hustling,  but  as  to  seeing 
any  acts  of  violence,  none  came  under  my  observation.  I 
remained  there  a  short  time  and  went  to  the  tenth  ward,  and 
there  I  found  things  pretty  quiet.  There  was  a  good  deal  of 
excitement  in  reference  to  what  had  taken  place  during  ano- 
ther period  of  the  morning.  I  saw  no  illegal  voting  that  I 
knew  to  be  so,  nor  violence,  nor  fighting,  nor  intimidation. 
My  visits  to  the  other  parts  of  the  city  were  attended  with 
pretty  much  the  same  results  as  those  already  referred  to. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  degree  of  struggling  or  disor- 
der at  any  of  the  wards  ? 

A.  Nothing  at  all,  only  at  the  tenth  Avard.  I  was  at  the 
tenth  ward  when  Eas  Levy  told  Mr.  Wallace  and  Mr.  Brown 
that  they  did  not  Avish  to  have  any  disturbance.  Although 
there  Avas  a  good  deal  of  hustling  going  on  there,  I  did  not 
see  anything  at  all  unusual  from  Avhat  I  have  seen  ;  I  kept 
my  ah' sits  up  to  the  Avards  until  tliey  Avere  closed  ;  I  visited 
each  poll  on  an  average  at  least  three  times,  and  some  jiolls  I 
visited  four  times  ;  tliese   ah;o  Avere  a    great  distance   aAvay  ; 
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as  un  Federal  Hill  and  (lie  twciitiolli  ward,  1  was  unable  to 
get  to  more  than  twice. 

Q.  From  what  you  saw  on  tliesc  diiferent  visits  to  tjiejjolls, 
what  is  your  opinion  as  regards  the  order  and  regularity  ol)- 
served  throughout? 

A.  My  opinion  is,  that  the  election  would  compare  favora- 
bly with  any  election  previously  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore 
and  I  thought  in  many  instances  it  surpassed  it  for  quietness. 

By  BIr.  Gordon — Q.  What  did  you  say  Mr.  Levy  was  do- 
ing ?     Was  he  keeping  Mr.  Wallace  and  Mr.  Brown  quiet  ? 

A.  I  saw  Mr.  Levy  tell  these  gentlemen  that  they  did  not 
Avish  any  disturbance  there. 

Q.  Were  they  making  any? 

A.  I  don't  know  that  they  were,  but  they  Avere  charging 
that  they  were  voting  parties  Avho  Avere  not  entitled  to  A^ote 
there. 

By  3Ir.  Freaner — Q.  You  have  heard  a  good  deal  about 
violence  at  that  election  ? 

A.  I  have. 

Q.  Taking  it  for  granted  that  every  thing  you  heard  Avas 
true,  what  Avould  be  your  opinion  of  the  election  ? 

Objected  to  by  Mr.  Hagner,  and  question  not  pressed. 

Witness — I  think  I  can  say  that  I  saAv  quite  as  much  of  the 
election  as  any  man  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  did. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Did  you  hear  any  guns  fired  ? 

A.  I  heard  the  report  of  fire  arms. 

Q.  Were  they  guns  or  pistol  reports  that  you  heard? 

A.  Idon'tknoAV  Avhich. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  omnibuses  driving  around  tbe  Avards  ? 

A.  I  saAv  an  omnibus  driving  around  through  the  streets. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Eas  LcA'y  in  any  of  them? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  vou  see  any  Jiard  cases  there  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  knoAv  what  they  Avere  there  for  ? 

A.  I  have  my  suspicions. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  them  vote? 

A.  I  saw  some  go  toAvard  the  tenth-Avard  polls. 

Mr.  Freaner — You  did  not  relate  that  in  your  testimony  in 
chief. 

Witness — I  cannot  recollect  everything,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Morgan — Q.   Did  you  see  any  illegal  voting  ? 

A.  I  did  not,  of  my  oAvn  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  firing  ? 

A.  I  heard  some  firing. 

Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Was  it  guns  or  pistols  ? 

A.  I  should  judge  it  avp.s  pistols  ;  I  saw  one  gentleman  fire 
a  pistol  at  the  corner  of  Holliday  and  Fayette  streets,  a  few 
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minutes  past  9  o'clock  ;  that  is  the  only  pistol  I  saw  fired 
about  the  polls. 

Q.  In  the  "  Patriot  "  of  next  morning,  I  suppose  you  gave 
such  an  account  as  you  have  given  here.  Were  you  at  the 
fifteenth-ward  polls  when  Mr.  Kyle  was  killed  ? 

A.  I  was  not,  sir, 

Q.  Could  there  have  been  any  illegal  voting  without  your 
seeing  it  ? 

A.  I  conceive  that  there  might. 

Q.  What  is  the  political  cast  of  the  "  Patriot  "? 

A.  It  is  American. 

Q.  Strictly  so? 

A.  I  don't  know  that  it  is. 

Mr.  Goldsborougli — It  is  a  little  of  the  Black  Eepublican 
order. 

Witness — No,  sir  ;  it  stands  upon  conservative  grounds. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  Were  you  at  the  eighth  ward  ? 

Witness— ^In  reference  to  the  eighth  ward,  I  was  not ;  I 
was  advised  by  some  of  my  friends  not  to  go  there  ;  there 
might  have  been  ten  thousand  illegal  votes  there  for  all  I 
know. 

Mr.  Freaner — Then  you  were  afraid  of  the  Limerick  boys  ? 

A,  Yes,  I  was  a  little  afraid  of  Limerick. 

By  3Ir.  Hagner — Q.  Are  you  editor  of  the  "  Patriot  "? 

A.  I  am  not ;  I  am  reporter. 

By  3Ir.  Morgan — Q.  Do  you  ever  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  editorials  ? 

A.  I  sometimes  touch  them  up  a  little. 

By  3Ir.  Freaner — Q.  Is  it  not  generally  expected  by  the 
proprietors  of  apolitical  paper  that  its  reporter's  will  give  the 
most  favorable  account  they  can  of  the  party  whose  interests 
they  advocate  ? 

A.  In  reference  to  answering  that,  I  will  give  you,  as  near 
as  I  can  recollect,  the  orders  ? 

Jir.  Freaner — I  ask  you  a  general  question.  Is  it  not  ex- 
pected generally  of  reporters  of  political  newspapers,  that  the 
reporter  will  give  an  account  of  elections  and  other  things,  to 
suit  the  interests  of  the  party  it  advocates  ? 

Witness — I  cannot  say  that  it  is. 

Mr.  Freaner — Well,  I  can  testify  to  that  fact  myself,  for  I 
too  have  been  connected  with  the  press,  and  I  know  that  it  is 
expected  of  them  that  they  will  do  so. 

Witness — In  reference  to  my  general  answer,  it  is  this — 

Mr.  Freaner — I  don't  ask  your  instructions. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  I  ask  whether  or  not  it  is  customary  ? 

Mr.  Freaner — It  is  expected. 

Mr.  Hagner — Does  that  apply  to  cases  where  reporters  are 
on  oath  ? 
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Witness — No,  sir  ;  when  I  take  an  oatli  I  say  nothing  but 
what  I  know  to  be  true. 

Mr.  Freaner — That's  not  the  question. 

Mr.  Hagner — Were  you  at  the  coroner's  inquest  held  on 
the  body  of  Mr.  Herring  ? 

Witness — No,  sir,  I  was  not  there  ;  I  saw  the  physician 
who  examined  him,  and  he  told  me  death  resulted  from  dis- 
ease of  the  heart.  Coroner  Sparklin  told  mo  that  he  did  not 
think,  under  the  circumstances,  it  was  necessary  to  hold  an 
inquest. 

Henry  Berry,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  reside  in  the  second  ward,  and 
was  at  the  election  on  the  second  of  November.  I  reached 
the  polls  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  they  were  opened, 
and  remained  there  pretty  much  the  whole  day  ;  I  did  not  see 
any  crowding,  pushing,  nor  violence,  during  the  day,  neither 
did  I  see  any  violenca  offered  to  voters  ;  compared  with  previ- 
ous elections^  I  think  it  was  the  quietest  one  I  ever  saw  in  the 
second  ward. 

Mr.  Freaner — Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs  ? 

A.  I  belong  to  the  Rough  Skins. 

James  Dor^'ough,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  aged  57,  and  live  in  the 
second  ward,  and  have  lived  there  since  the  7th  of  March  ;  I 
lived  three  years  in  the  third  ward,  and  voted  30  years  in  the 
first  ward,  I  am  a  ship  joiner  by  trade,  but  at  the  present 
time,  I  am  filling  the  situation  of  harbor  master  under  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Swann.  I  was  at  the  election  polls  of  the 
second  ward  about  half  past  nine  and  voted,  after  which  I 
remained  about  15  minutes.  Everything  was  perfectly  quiet; 
I  never  saw  it  more  so  ;  I  saw  no  obstructions  to  voters,  but 
on  the  contrary,  any  person  could  vote  who  had  a  desire  ; 
when  at  the  polls,  I  heard  that  Mr.  Herring  had  been  killed 
at  the  third  ward,  and  being  acquainted  with  that  gentleman 
I  went  there  and  heard  the  particulars ;  everything  was 
(\mQi  there  also,  and  I  did  not  see  any  disturbance  to  voters; 
I  remained  there  about  15  or  20  minutes,  and  went  from 
there  up  town  as  far  as  the  14th  ward,  a  ward  I  was  particu- 
larly anxious  to  look  at  ;  I  arrived  there  about  11  o'clock, 
and  I  saAv  there  a  sort  of  avenue  formed  by  both  parties  at 
the  polls  ;  persons  who  had  a  desire  to  go  up  that  time  could 
do  quite  easily  ;  I  staid  there  for  about  half  an  hour,  and 
saw  nothing  disorderly  ;  went  up  to  the  20th  ward,  I  ar- 
rived there  about  12,  and  remained  some  15  minutes  ;  I  was 
a  little  astonished  to  see  the  20th  ward  so  quiet  ;  there  was 
no  noise,  and  I  did  not  see  any  person  prevented  from 
voting,  I  did  not   see  any   fighting  ;  I  saw  Judge  Krebs  in 
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the  crowd  talking  to  the  boys,  and  everything  appeared  to  be 
quiet  ;  remained  there  about  twenty  minutes,  and  then  Avent 
to  Pennsylvania  avenue  and  got  into  one  of  the  city  railway 
cars,  and  came  down  Baltimore  street  ;  arrived  at  the  corner 
of  Baltimore  and  high  streets  ;  I  went  down  to  the  fourth 
ward  ;  everything  there  was  perfectly  quiet,  unusually  so  ; 
after  remaining  there  for  about  ten  minutes,  went  to  my  home 
(Avhich  is  only  two  squares  off  from  the  fourth  ward  polls) 
and  had  my  dinner,  after  dinner,  I  went  to  the  second  ward  ; 
I  was  there  three  times  during  the  afternoon,  and  everything 
was  unusually  quiet,  particularly  so  ;  I  staid  there  until  the 
polls  closed,  and  saw  the  votes  counted  ;  the  election  as 
compared  with  others  that  I  have  seen,  I  think  was  the 
quietest  election  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  wards  I  visi- 
ted, that  I  ever  saw  in  my  life. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.     To  wdiat  party  do  you  belong? 
A.  I  belong  to   the   American  party,  I  don't  belong,  and 
never  did  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs. 

George  Sheffield. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  38  years  of  age,  and 
live  in  the  first  ward,  and  have  lived  thereabout  three  years, 
I  was  at  the  election  in  November  last  at  that  ward,  and 
reached  the  polls  shortly  after  one  o'clock,  and  remained 
there  about  half  an  hour,  after  leaving  the  polls,  I  did  not 
return  again  ;  everything  Avas  very  quiet  indeed  so  long  as 
I  was  there,  I  saw  one  gentleman,  whom  I  knew  to  be  a  Ke- 
former  come  up  and  deposit  his  ballot  quietly  ;  I  saw  nobody 
driven  away  from  the  polls,  neither  did  I  see  anj''  unusual 
amount  of  fighting  ;  I  went  to  the  seventh  ward,  and  I  re- 
mained there  some  15  minutes  ;  everything  was  quiet  there. 
I  stopped  at  the  fifth  ward  a  few  minutes,  but  there  were  so 
few  persons  there,  that  I  did  not  remain  long  ;  I  went  to  the 
tenth  ward,  I  suppose  at  nearly  four  o'clock;  the  state  of 
things  there  was  very  quiet,  there  being  neither  rioting  nor 
disorder,  remained  there  some  fifteen  minutes,  and  went  to 
the  fourth  ward  ;  everything  Avas  so  quiet  there,  that  had  it 
not  been  that  the  police  ofiicers  told  me  there  Avas  an  elec- 
tion there,  I  should  not  have  knoAvn  it  otherwise  ;  I  then 
went  to  the  second  ward,  at  which  there  Avere  very  fcAV  peo- 
ple ;  I  was  really  astonished  to  see  the  quietness  that  pre- 
vailed there  ;  I  remained  there  a  fcAv  minutes,  aird  then 
went  to  the  third  Avard  ;  everything  Avas  quiet  there  ;  after 
leaving  that  ward,  I  Avent  home  ;  compared  Avith  other  elec- 
tions that  I  have  seen  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  so  far  as  I 
could  judge,  it  Avas  the  quietest  election  I  ever  saw. 

By  Mr.   Goldshoroitgh — Q.     Taking    everything   into    con- 
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slderation  you  could  soarcely  suppose  that  there  was  an  elee^ 
tion  at  the  tliird  ward  ? 

A.  I  could  not. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  Do  you  belong  to   any  of  the  clubs? 

A.   I  do  not,  and  1  was  never  a  member  of  any  of  them. 

— — -Wintz,  called  ;  examination  waived. 

Francis  England,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  liagner — Witness.  I  am  43  years  of  age,  and 
live  in  the  third  ward,  and  have  lived  there  for  15  or  16 
years  ;  I  reached  the  polls  about  ten  o'clock  and  voted  ; 
everything  was  quiet  when  I  was  there,  but  I  did  not  remain 
more  than  ten  minutes  ;  I  saw  no  hustling  at  all  ;  I  did  not 
visit  any  other  ward  ;  compared  with  other  elections,  so  far 
as  I  saw,  I  never  witnessed  a  quieter  election  in  my  life  ;  I 
belong  to  no  club. 

JV.  Wugh,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  aged  39,  and  live  in 
the  19th  ward,  and  have  lived  in  that  immediate  nighbor- 
hood  all  my  life  ;  I  reached  the  polls  about  the  time  they 
opened  and  remained  about  an  hour  ;  the  state  of  things 
was  just  like  what  it  is  on  all  elections  ;  the  Americans  and 
Keformers  were  both  voting  as  fast  as  ever  they  could  vote  ; 
I  saw  no  unusual  amount  of  hustling  ;  there  was  a  little 
scrummage  took  place  outside  of  the  polls,  I  think  between 
two  individuals  ;  it  was  not  serious,  and  was  settled  in  about 
a  mirmte  ;  I  did  not  see  any  other  disturbance. 

Q.  Did  you  return  again  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  went  home  and  took  my  dinner,  and  came  li  ck 
again  about  one  o'clock,  but  did  not  stay  very  long. 

Q.  On  your  second  visit,  did  you  see  any  unusual  amount 
of  violence    or  any  intimidation  ? 

A.  None.  There  was  no  fighting,  nor  intimidation,  nor 
people  driven  from  the  polls  ;  I  returned  to  the  polls  at  the 
close,  and  the  state  of  things  was  the  same  as  on  all  former 
elections. 

Q.   Compared  with  other  elections,  what  was  the  ease? 

A.  About  the  same  as  former  elections. 

Q.  Any  worse? 

A.  No,  sir,  not  as  bad,  if  anything.  It  was  just  about  the 
same  as  it  was  during  the  council  election,  when  the  Eefor- 
mers  carried  the  ward  by  thirty  of  a  majority. 

Mr.  llorgan — What  was  the  vote  of  the  ward  this  time  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell. 

Josejpli  Grafton,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness,  I  am  aged  32,  and  live  in  the 
tAs^elfth  ward,  and  have  lived  there  about  five  years.  I  was 
at  the  election  held  on  the  2nd  November   last  pretty  much 


all  day,  I  got  there  between  nine  and  ten,  and  everything 
was  unusually  quiet.  During  my  frequent  visits  to  the  polls, 
some  eight  or  ten  times  during  the  day^  I  did  not  see  hut  one 
difficulty,  and  that  was  between  two  drunken  men  of  the 
American  party,  and  I  separated  them. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  intimidating  or  attempting  to 
force  others  from  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q,  Did  you  see  any  unusual  amount  of  violence  ? 

A.  None.  It  was  unusually  quiet.  I  saw  no  fighting. 
Compared  with  previous  elections,  I  think  it  was  the  quietest 
one  we  ever  had.  The  polls  are  not  more  than  half  a  square 
from  my  dwelling,  and  the  quietness  of  the  election  was  a 
general  subject  of  remark  in  the  neighborhood. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  Were  you  at  any  of  the  other  polls 
during  the  day  ? 

A.  I  was  at  the  eleventh  ward  polls  between  four  and  five 
o'clock,  and  when  I  visited  the  polls,  I  saw  some  200  or  300 
persons  there,  principally  Reformers. 

Mr.  Freaner  having  called  over  the  list  of  witnesses  handed 
to  him,  examined  all  those  who  were  present,  after  which, 
the  Committee  adjourned,  to  meet  again  so  soon  as  additional 
witnesses  were  forthcoming. 


ANNAPOLIS,  Tuesday,  February  14th,  1860. 

The  Election  committee  met  again  to-night  in  McCul- 
lough's  House  at  eight  o'clock — Mr.  Freaner  in  the  chair. 
Present,  Mr.  Morgan. 

Mr.  Freaner  stated,  that  as  there  was  a  mass  of  testimony 
already  adduced  in  relation  to  the  character  of  the  election 
at  the  first  three  wards  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  he  should 
object  to  any  more  evidence  being  put  in  from  these  wards, 
as  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  be  only  cumulative.  He 
sincerely  felt  the  position  he  was  in  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  regretted  to  be  compelled  to  do  anything  which 
might  appear  harsh  to  the  defendants,  but  as  they  had  ex- 
amined upwards  of  thirty  witnesses  already,  mainly  from 
three  wards,  and  as  the  time  of  the  session  was  so  near  a 
close,  that  was  the  only  course  left  open  for  him.  AVhilst  he 
had  a  keen  sense  of  the  duty  devolving  upon  him  in  relation 
to  private  interests,  he  must  also  bear  in  mind  the  public  in- 
terests of  the  State. 

Mr.  Purnell  objected  to  this.  He  had  a  good  many  wit- 
nesses yet  to  examine  from  these  wards,  and  hoped  the  chair- 
man would  allow  their  examination  to  take  place.  He  also 
objected  to  anything  being  done  in  the  absence  of  his  coun- 
sel, who  had  not  then  arrived. 

Mr.  Freaner,  stated  that  their  time  was  so  short,  and  there 
were  so  many  witnesses  yet  to  examine,  that  if  they  did  not 
economise  their  time,  they  would  not  get  through  this  ses- 
sion. 

On  the  vote  being  taken,  it  was  decided  to  go  on  with  the 
examination  of  all  the  witnesses  present  who  did  not  live  in 
the  first  three  wards. 

Thomas.  J.  Rayhold,  sworn. 

Mr.  Freaner — State  what  you  know  relating  to  the  elec- 
tion held  in  Baltimore  city  on  November  last. 

Witness — I  was  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  election  at  the 
thirteenth  ward  on  election  day.  Tlie  polls  were  duly  open- 
ed at  nine  o'clock,  and  from  that  time  until  eleven  or  tAvelve, 
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I  think,  everything  went  on  as  quietly  and  peaceably  as  could 
be.  About  that  time  in  the  day,  there  was  some  little  up- 
roar, not  directly  before  the  window,  but  some  distance  fromit, 
by  a  party  coming  to  vote.  Making  their  way  up  to  the  win- 
dow, they  wanted  to  vote.  The  judge  refused  to  take  their 
vote.  I,  as  one,  refused  to  take  the  vote  of  several.  One 
man  insisted  upon  voting.  He  said  he  lived  in  Sharp  street, 
I  asked  him  the  number  of  his  house,  and  he  told  me  ;  the 
Keform  Judge  wanted  him  sworn,  but  I  refused  to  accede  to 
this,  knowing  that  he  did  live  there*  I  afterwards  put  the 
Bible  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  swearing  him,  and  they  (the 
Reformers)  were  going  to  strike  me  on  the  head  with  it  ; 
whilst  I  was  engaged  doing  this  they  were  taking  votes  from 
other  ]Darties  who  produced  papers,  although  we  had  made  it 
a  rule  on  that  day,  (which  Avas  agreed  to  by  the  judges,)  not 
to  take  the  vote  of  any  man  coming  to  the  Avindow,  knowing 
him  to  be  a  foreigner,  unless  he  was  known  by  one  or  other 
of  the  judges  personally,  or  some  other  responsible  party. — 
These  parties  seeing  this,  created  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  but 
it  was  all  against  the  judges  for  taking  those  votes  and  not 
taking  their's.  They  did  not  deter  any  one  from  voting,  nor 
did  they  threaten  any  one.  We  refused  to  take  their  votes, 
and  they  halloed  and  called  us  sons  of  bitches,  and  said  we 
were  Reformers,  but  still,  they  did  not  molest  anybody. — 
They  were  not  members  of  the  Avard,  for  I  knew  pretty  much 
all  the  voters  of  the  ward,  after  they  left,  Ave  had  a  quiet  and 
peaceable  election.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  Avitnessed  a  quieter 
election  at  that  ward,  or  any  other  Avard  in  the  city.  The 
cause  of  the  disturbance  to  Avhich  I  have  referred  Avas,  that 
the  one  party  said  the  other  men  Avere  voting  striped  tickets, 
although  both  parties  had  them,  if  it  comes  to  that. 

Q.  Was  the  Reform  ticket  striped? 

A.  There  Avere  two  men  by  the  same  name  living  in  the 
Avard,  and  one  of  them  Avas  acting  as  judge  at  the  ward  ; 
during  the  day  there  Avas  a  letter  came  to  the  windoAV  to  him, 
and  I  looked  at  the  endorsement  and  saAV  that  it  was  address- 
ed to  the  Avrong  man,  upon  Avhich  I  said  '^  John,  that's  not 
yours — it  is  Aieks,"'  and  when  became  up,  Ave  opened  the 
letter,  and  found  in  it  21  Reform  tickets  of  this  description! 
It  Avas  said  that  they  voted  that,  there  Avere  some  fcAv  of  them  in 
the  ballot-box,  but  I  cannot  say  Iioav  many  ;  that  Avas  the  way 
this  disturbance  Avas  created,  I  think.  We  had  no  trouble  ; 
all  the  trouble  was,  that  they  threatened  us  and  wanted  to 
know  Avhere  the  return  judge  lived,  as  they  said  they  would 
feettle  Avitli  him  after Avards. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Avhether  the  party  Avho  made  the  threats 
were  Americans  or  Reformers  ? 
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A.  I  do  not  know,  hut  they  called  us  Reformers  ;  I  don't 
suppose  that  they  knew  either  of  us  ;  1  cannot  say  what  party 
they  were,  because  I  did  not  take  their  tickets. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  struck  ? 

A.   There  was  nobody  struck  that  1  saw. 

Q.  If  anybody  had  been  struck,  were  you  in  a  i)osition  to 
iee  ? 

A.  I  was.  In  this  ward  there  is  a  street  called  New  Church 
gtreetj  in  which  a  great  many  foreigners  live  ;  so  much  so, 
that  we  keep  up  a  byword  on  it.  Whenever  a  man  eomesup 
to  the  pells  with  his  papers,  they  say  that  ''  Here  he  comes 
from  Church  street."  There  were  seventy-two  votes  taken 
from  foreigners  living  in  Church  street,  between  the  hours  of 
nine  and  eleven,  and  there  were  one  liundred  and  eight  voted 
on  papers  during  the  day.  We  received  every  man's  vote 
that  presented  himself,  and  tried  to  keep  count, 

Q.  In  regard  to  your  position,  you  were  in  the  inside,  were 
you  not  ? 

A.  I  stood  in  the  inside  of  the  window,  and  was  in  the 
centre  ;  we  had  no  barricade. 

Q,  Do  you  undertake  to  say,  from  your  position  at  the  win- 
dow, that  if  any  act  of  violence  had  been  committed,  you 
would  have  seen  it  ? 

A,  If  it  had  occurred  wdthin  thirty  yards  of  the  polls  on 
either  side  I  should  have  seen  it. 

Q.  Notwithstanding  you  were  engaged  in  taking  in  tickets? 

A.  When  there  would  be  anything  going  on,  we  would 
look  out  at  the  window  ? 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  clubs  ? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  nor  I  do  not  sanction  them  in  any  shape  or 
form.  » 

John  Fontier  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Please  state  what  you  know  about  the 
election  held  at  the  fourth-ward  polls  on  the  second  day  of 
November  last. 

Witness — I  know  nothing  at  all,  only  that  the  election 
went  off  very  quietly  ;  I  was  there  all  day  long. 

iMr.  Morgan — What  time  did  you  reach  the  polls  in  the 
morning  ? 

A,  About  half-past  seven,  and  i  v;as  there  all  (hiy. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  act  of  violence  r* 

A.  I  saw  a  neighbor  of  mine  go  up  and  vote,  and  at  the 
time  there  was  a  crowd  around  the  window  ;  owing  to  some 
cause,  one  of  them  got  angry  and  drew  a  knife  out  of  his 
coat-sleeve  and  was  ilourishing  it  about,  upon  which  somebody 
ran  up  to  him,  took  the  knife  from  him  and  knockefl  him 
down. 

Mr.  Freaner — Was  tiiere  a  barricade  before  the  window  ? 
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A.    Yes. 

Joseph  Vallec,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Please  state  what  you  know  about  the 
election  held  in  the  seventh  ward  on  the  second  of  November 
last? 

Witness — I  live  in  the  seventh  ward  and  went  to  the  polls 
at  nine  o'clock,  the  time  of  opening  ;  when  I  got  there,  there 
was  a  considerable  crowd,  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  each 
man  Avanted  to  get  his  vote  in,  until  about  half-past  ten,  when 
there  was  considerable  difficulty  in  voting  ;  all  were  anxious 
to  vote,  and  whilst  I  was  attempting  to  do  so,  I  got  the  but- 
tons torn  off  my  coat  ;  after  that,  there  was  no  difficulty  in 
the  least  that  I  saw  ;  I  saw  a  couple  of  young  men  who  had 
some  fighting-whiskey  in  them,  but  they  both  belonged  to 
the  same  party  ;  that  was  the  only  fighting  I  saw  ;  I  remain- 
ed at  the  polls  until  nearly  five  o'clock,  but  I  did  not  see  any 
disturbance. 

Mr.  Morgan — Was  it  a  cjuiet  election  ? 

A.  It  was  a  great  deal  more  quiet  than  the  election  in  1844 
at  the  same  ward. 

Mr.  Freaner — Are  there  any  political  clubs  in  the  ward  to 
which  you  belong  ? 

A.  There  are  two,  the  one  called  the  '^  Jefi:erson"  and  the 
other  the  ''  Wells  &  McComas." 

Q.   To  what  party  do  they  belong  ? 

A.  They  belong  to  the  American. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  members  of  these  clubs  at  the 
polls  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  men  who  were  said  to  hail  from  the 
Northern  Liberties  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  , 

Q.  How  long  were  you  there  ? 

A.  From  the  opening  until  eleven  ;  took  dinner  at  two,  re- 
turned, and  remained  until  about  five. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ned  Lee  ? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  at  the  polls? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  make  any  remarks? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  ? 

A.  He  went  out  to  the  middle  of  the  street  and  asked  of 
men  who  professed  to  be  Keformers  if  they  were  wanting  to 
vote  ;  there  were  a  great  many  men  standing  out  on  the 
street  ;  the  democrat  portion  of  the  party  did  not  appear  to 
care  about  voting.  Mr.  Lee  went  out  and  visited  some  of 
those  gentlemen  to  come  up  and  vote  ;  he  asked  them  if  they 
were  wanting  to  vote,  and  they  told  him  ''no." 


Mr.  Morgan — What  time  of  the  day  was  that  ? 
A.   In  the  afternoon. 

ili?'.   Frcaner — What  is  Mr.  Lee's  character  ? 

A.  Mr.  Lee's  character  is  simply  this,  that  when  he  is 
sober  ;  (and  I  have  never  seen  him  under  the  influence  of 
liquor  more  than  three  times,  although  he  got  under  the  in- 
fluence of  liqnor  that  day  about  three  o'clock,)  he  is  what  I 
call  a  very  nice  man,  and  a  man  that  will  take  the  advantage 
of  nobody. 

Q.   What  is  he  when  he  is  drunk? 

A.  When  he  is  drunk,  he  is  like  every  other  man. 

Q.  What  is  his  character,  good  or  bad? 

A.  I  would  say  that  he  is  a  man  that  possesses  a  good 
character. 

Q.  Is  he  dangerous,  troublesome  or  disposed  to  riot  when 
drunk  ? 

A.  He  is  a  man  like  all  other  men  under  the  influence  of 
liquor  ;  he  is  a  kind  of  a  man,  that,  if  you  let  him  have  his 
own  way,  he  is  a  clever  man,  but  if  you  cross  him — 

Mr.  Frcaner — Then  he  won't  be  a  clever  man? 

Witness — Then  he  would  resent  an  insult. 

Q.  I  ask  you  his  character  when  he  is  drunk,  is  he  peacea- 
ble or  fighting  ? 

A.  He  is  a  fighting  man  when  he  is  drunk. 

Q,  Did  you  see  him  at  any  time  of  the  day  with  a  whistle 
in  his  hand  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.   Did  you  hear  a  whistle  blown? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  knoAv  the  object  of  blowing  that  whistle  ? 

A.  I  do  not,  but  I  did  hear  a  whistle  blown  at  the  polls, 
that  is,  I  heard  whistling  ;  I  don't  know  w^hether  it  was  a 
whistle  ;  a  man  might  have  whistled  with  his  mouth. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  reply  to  the  Avhistle? 

A.   I  did  not, 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  body  say,  '^its  all  right?" 
,  •  A.  Not  that  I  recollect. 

Q.  Would  you  have  been  likely  to  liave  heard  it  if  such 
an  expression  had  been  made  use  of? 

A.  If  I  had  been  in  hearing  I  would  have  heard  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Lee  belonged  to  any  of  the 
clubs  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  members  of  those  t-wo  clubs  did  you 
see  at  the  seventh  ward  polls  ? 
A.  I  cannot  tell. 
Q.   Can't  you  give  an  idea  of  the  number? 


A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  object  of  these  clubs  is,  politi- 
cal, social  or  beneficial? 

A.  I  can  only  answer  for  m3^self;  1  belong  to  the  Wells 
and  McComas'  club. 

Q.  What  is  the  object  of  that  club? 

A.  It  is  both  a  social  and  political  club. 

Q.  To  what  party  do  its  members  belong? 

A.  To  the  American. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  Ned  Lee  at  any  time  make  such  a 
cry  as  this  :   "Are  you  a  Keformer?" 

A.    I  did  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Lee,  was  by  liimself  on  that 
day,  or  backed  up  by  any  body  of  men. 

A.  I  do  not. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Pur- 
nell.  (Mr.  Hagner)  came  into  the  committee  room,  and  after 
the  chairman,  (Mr.  Freaner)  had  stated  to  the  counsel  the 
decision  of  the  committee  regarding  proceeding  without  a 
quorum,  and  their  objection  to  hearing  any  more  testimony 
in  relation  to  the  first  three  wards  of  the  city, 

Mr.  Hagner, — stated,  that  if  the  committee  were  satisfied 
Mr.  Purnell  had  disproved  the  charges  in  relation  to  these 
wards,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  testimony  regarding  them 
being  closed,  otherwise  he  felt  bound  in  duty  to  his  client,  to 
enter  his  protest  in  due  form. 

Mr,  Freaner — Said  that  the  committee  could  not  and  would 
not  pass  any  opinion  upon  tliat  matter  in  advance,  where- 
upon. 

Mr.  Hagner — filed  the  following  : 

The  committee  adjourned  last  night  to  meet  at  ten  o'clock 
this  morning.  The  counsel  for  Mr.  Purnell  accordingly  at- 
tended at  that  hour,  and  found  no  member  of  the  committee 
in  attendance.  He  returned  three  times  within  an  hour,  and 
still  found  no  member  of  the  committee  in  attendance,  neither 
Mr.  Purnell  or  his  counsel  heard  of  the  proposed  meeting  to- 
night, until  a  few  minutes  before  eight  o'clock,  when  Mr. 
Purnell  came  to  the  committee  room  and  then  found  three 
members  of  the  committee  present,  including  the  chairman. 
He  then  sent  for  his  counsel,  who  arrived  at  half-past  eight, 
and  found  the  chairman  examining  a  witness.  He  then  was 
told  by  the  chairman  that  the  committee  had  refused  to  allow 
any  more  witnesses  to  be  examined  on  behalf  of  Purnell  as 
to  the  character  of  the  election  in  the  1st,  2nd  and  od  wards, 
because  they  thought  a  sufficient  number  of  witnesses  had 
been  examined  as  to  those  wards,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  G-aither, 
and  as  they  had  previously  determined  to   connect  the  two 


cases  together.  The  counsel  of  Mr.  Purnell  then  objected  to 
the  tVirther  progress  of  the  examination  of  witnesses,  and  to 
the  testimony  already  taken  this  evening,  on  the  ground  that 
a  quorum  of  the  committee  was  not  present,  the  counsel  de- 
siring to  procure  the  opinion  of  a  quorum  of  the  committee 
as  to  the  above  ruling.  The  committee  offered  to  allow  the 
witnesses  already  examined  this  evening,  to  be  recalled,  but 
the  counsel  refused  to  agree  to  their  testimony  being  rejected 
or  any  more  evidence  taken,  in  the  absence  of  a  quorum,  as 
he  desired  first  to  obtain  a  hearing  and  revision  of  the  above 
ruling  from  a  full  committee,  or  at  least  a  qourum.  It  not 
being  intended  to  intimate  in  the  slightest  degree,  by  this 
statement,  that  the  meeting  of  the  committee  this  evening, 
was  held  or  called  in  any  clandestine  or  improper  manner, 
or  that  full  notice  of  it  was  withheld  from  Mr.  Purnell  or  his 
counsel  intentionally. 

But  the  committee  overruled  this  objection  and  decided  to 
go  on  with  the  examination  in  the  absence  of  a  quorum. 

And  the  said  Purnell  desires  that  this,  his  protest,  be  en- 
tered upon  the  journal  of  the  committee. 

W.  H.  PUKNELL. 

As  the  list  of  witnesses  from  the  other  wards  was  called 
over,  and  all  present  who  answered  to  their  names  examined, 
Mr,  Purnell  asked  the  committee  so  far  to  relax  their  rule  as 
to  examine  two  other  very  important  witnesses — witnesses 
that  could  testify  to  facts  not  yet  in  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Freaner  stated,  that  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Purnell  would 
be  at  perfect  liberty  to  recall  any  of  the  witnesses,  or  all  of 
them  that  had  been  examined  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hagner, 
if  it  was  his  wish. 

After  some  consultation  with  the  committee,  it  was  agreed 
to  admit  the  testimony  of  two  other  witnesses  from  the  wards 
before  excluded. 

Philip  F.  DorscTj,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  aged  40,  and  live  in  the 
third  ward,  and  have  lived  there  ten  or  fifteen  years.  I  was 
present  at  the  election  held  on  the  second  of  Novenber  last, 
and  reached  the  polls  early  in  the  morning,  before  they  were 
opened,  I  remained  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  polls  until 
about  twelve  o'clock,  then  I  went  home  and  had  my  dinner, 
and  returned,  along  with  my  father,  between  one  and  two 
o'clock,  and  remained  there  until  nearly  about  the  time  of 
closing  the  polls. 

Q.  State  what  was  the  condition  of  the  polls,  for  order  or 
otherwise,  compared  with  former  elections  which  you  have 
seen? 


48 

A.  As  a  judge  of  election  (and  I  have  been  so  for  some  ten 
or  twelve  years,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  past  years,)  it 
was  very  orderly  in  comparison  with  other  elections  that  I 
have  seen.  The  polls  in  the  morning  were  obstructed  by  a 
rush,  which  is  usually  the  case  when  first  opened,  but  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  day,  with  the  exception  of  that,  we 
had  a  very  pleasant  time. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  intimidation  of  voters,  or  any  violence 
offered  by  any  jDarty  to  voters  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  saw  any  one  intimidated  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  Was  there  any  unusually  amount  of  hustling  or  push- 
ing ? 

A.  Not  so  much  by  a  great  deal  as  I  have  seen  heretofore. 

Q.  You  say  you  took  vour  father  with  you.  How  old  is 
he?  "  ■ 

A.  He  is  nearly  80  years  of  age,  and  as  he  is  nearly  blind, 
I  took  him  down  on  my  arm.  We  went  down  to  the  polls, 
and  he  walked  up  without  any  obstruction  whatever  and  de- 
posited his  vote,  after  which,  I  went  off  with  him  again. 

Q.  Did  you  suppose,  when  you  thought  of  bringing  your 
aged  father  down  to  vote,  that  the  condition  of  the  polls  was 
such  as  to  render  it  dangerous  for  him  to  vote  ? 

A.  The  old  gentleman  himself  expressed  his  surprise  at 
the  easy  manner  of  his  reaching  the  polls. 

Q.  Compared  with  the  previous  elections  which  you  have 
seen,  what  was  its  character? 

A.  It  compared  favorably  with  any  election  I  have  seen 
there  for  several  years. 

By  3£r  Freaner — What  ticket  did  you  vote  ? 

A.  I  voted  the  American  ticket  straight  out. 

Q.  Did  your  father  vote  the  same  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  My  father  voted  about  half  and  half.  He 
struck  a  number  of  names  out  of  his  ticket,  and  inserted  oth- 
ers. 

Q.  Are  there  any  political  clubs  in  that  ward  ? 

A.  Yes  there  was,  previous  to  the  election.  There  was  a 
club  called  the  Eed  Necks,  but  they  had  a  squabble  among 
themselves,  and  broke  up. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  members  of  that  club  at  the 
polls  on  the  day  of  the  election  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Eed  Necks  ? 

A.  I  was,  but  they  had  a  squabble  among  themselves  and 
broke  up  a  night  or  two  before  the  election. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  or  character  of  that  club — politi- 
cal, social,  or  benevolent? 
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A.  It  was  a  political  club,  sir ;  there  -were  a  great  many 
members  who  belonged  to  it,  that  were  very  respectable  men. 

Q.  Did  that  club  have  any  meeting  immediately  prior  to 
the  election  ? 

A.  I  think  they  had  this  one  I  spoke  of. 

Q.  Were  there  any  resolutions  offered  or  passed  by  that 
club  in  regard  to  the  then  approaching  election  ? 

A.  None,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  If  its  objects  were  political,  state  in  what  particular 
they  were  so,  or  the  promotion  of  what  party  it  had  in  view? 

A.  Of  course,  its  object  was  the  promotion  of  the  interests 
of  the  American  party — not  by  violence,  though,  sir. 

Q,  Do  you  know  how  they  came  by  the  appellation  of  Ked 
Necks  ? 

A.  Yes  :  I  think  that  there  is  a  person  in  the  seventh  ward 
who  has  a  very  red  neck,  and  in  a  jocular  manner,  the  club 
was  christened  the  "  Eed  Neck  Club  "  after  him  ;  that  is  the 
way  in  which  I  have  heard  the  name  originated. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  firing  of  guns  or  other  arms  upon 
that  day  ? 

A.  I  heard  once  or  twice  during  the  day  the  firing  of  a  pis- 
tol ;  I  went  immediately  round  the  corner  to  see  what  brought 
it  about,  and  I  discovered  that  it  had  been  fired  by  some  one 
who  had  cleared  oif  and  ran  away  ;  I  did  not  see  any  firing, 
but  I  heard  the  report. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  You  speak  about  these  political  clubs 
— how  long  have  they  been  there  ? 

A.  Ever  since  I  can  remember,  for  I  recollect  well  of  be- 
longing to  a  Tippicanoe  club. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  such  a  thing  as  a  Democratic 
club? 

A.  Not,  I  think,  new  planted. 

Q.    For  what  established  ? 

A.  To  advance  the  objects  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  Did  you  ever,  as  belonging  to  that  Eed  Neck  club, 
countenance  any  violence  ? 

A.   On  the  contrary,  I  did  not. 

Q.  With  the  full  recollection  that  you  are  on  your  oath, 
you  say  this  club  was  broken  up  ? 

A.  There  was  a  muss  among  them  in  regard  to  some  little 
matters. 

Ilr.  Freaner — State  the  muss  ? 

Question  objected  to  by  3Ir.  Hagner. 

Mr.  Hagner — You  say  there  was  no  club  in  existence  on  the 
day  of  the  election  ? 

A.  I  did  not  consider  it  in  existence. 
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Q.  Did  you  ever  liear  of,  or  see  any  meeting  of  the  club  for 
tlic  purpose  of  violence? 

A.  None,  for  I  would  not  have  countenanced  it. 

Q.  About  Mr.  Herring's  death,  do  you  know  anything  ? 

A.  I  bappened  to  be  alongside  of  tbe  gentleman  at  the 
time  it  occurred.  There  was  a  barricade  in  front  of  the  win- 
dow, which  had  been  put  up  by  the  request  of  the  opj)osition 
party  ;  there  was  a  party,  who  was  tight  and  very  unruly, 
who  liad  got  inside  of  the  barricade,  and  I  was  working  my 
way  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  that  party  to  take  him  out; 
on  my  way,  I  got  alongside  of  Mr.  Herring,  and  I  discovered 
that  he  sank  down  ;  I  supposed  that  he  had  drojDped  some- 
thing, and  had  bowed  down  to  pick  it  up,  but  as  soon  as  I 
got  aw^ay  from  him  I  discovered  he  had  a  fit,  and  when  I  saw 
that,  I  immediately  ran  and  caught  hold  of  him  and  carried 
him  out.  The  physician  who  examined  him  said  that  he  died 
from  disease  of  the  heart, 

John  W.  Randolph,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  was  born  in  1808,  and  I 
live  in  the  second  ward,  and  have  lived  in  that  neighborhood, 
perhaps  30  years.  My  occupation  at  present  is  that  of  Trea- 
surer in  the  Fell's  Point  Saving  Institution  ;  I  was  present 
at  the  election  held  in  the  second  ward  in  November  last,  I 
reached  the  polls  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  polls,  for  quiet  or  the 
reverse,  when  you  were  there  ? 

Q.  They  Avere  unusually  quiet. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  amount  of  pushing  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  violence  or  intimidation  offered  t© 
voters  ? 

A.  Not  at  the  time  I  was  there. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  holding  tickets  for  the  Reform 
party  ? 

A.  I  saw  one  or  two. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  molested? 

A.  I  saw  parties  go  up  and  ask  for  tickets. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain? 

A.  I  was  at  the  polls  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Q.  Were  you  at  any  of  the  other  polls? 

A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  How  would  the  last  election  compare  with  others  which 
you  have  seen  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  ? 

A.  In  such  elections  as  that,  where  there  were  such  a 
number  of  important  offices  to  fill,  I  think,  during  the  time 
I  remained,  it  was  the  quietest  I  have  seen  for  many  yeai-s. 


Q.  Ton  liave  been  familiar  "witli  elections  ? 

A.  I  have  always  been  so,  and  pretty  generally  roted.  In 
the  old  times,  about  five,  six,  eight,  or  ten  years  ago,  I  have 
gone  up  as  much  as  three  times  before  I  could  get  mv  vote 
in.     On  this  occasion,  I  experienced  no  difficulty  in  voting. 

Joseph  Vallec,  recalled  by  Mr.  Hngner. 

Q.  You  stated  I  believe,  that  you  belonged  to  a  club? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Are  there  any  political  clubs  in  the  citv  of  Baltimore 
besides  American  clubs  ?  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  Democrat- 
ic club? 

A.  I  have. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  belong  to  one  of  them  ? 

A.  I  liave  belonged  to  a  Democratic  political  club  in  1844, 
but  I  cannot  recollect  the  name  of  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  that  club? 

A.  Well,  it  was  at  that  time  to  advance  the  interest  of  the 
Democratic  party. 

Q.  There  beiug  clubs  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  is  not  a  new 
thing,  is  it  ? 

A.  The  first  club  that  I  recollect  of  was  a  club  that  came 
on  a  visit  here  from  Philadelphia,  in  1837  or  1838,  and  after 
that  day  clubs  began  to  form,  although  they  were  ultimately 
turned  into  political  clubs.  When  I  was  a  bov  I  belonged  to 
several  clubs,  and  from  my  earliest  recollection  (up  almost 
from  my  infancy)  clubs  have  been  in  existence  in  the  city. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  the  election  of  1844  in  Baltimore? 

A.  I  do  ;  I  witnessed  that  election. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  saw  that  election,  how  would  it  compare 
with  the  last  election  held  in  Baltimore  ? 

A.  The  election  in  1844  was  conducted  somewhat  better 
than  the  election  in  the  seventh  ward  was  last  time. 

Q.  Was  there  any  violence  on  that  occasion  ? 

A.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  violence  on  that  occasion.  If 
my  memory  serves  me  right,  Shutt  was  the  high  constable, 
and  I  have  an  indistinct  recollection  of  his  drawing  his  re- 
volver to  keep  the  peace,  which  I  have  never  seen  since. 

Air.  Freaner — They  never  draw  them  now  ? 

Witness — They  have  no  occasion  for  it. 

Mr.  Hagner — Compare  the  election  with  1844 — does  not 
this  compare  favorably  ? 

A.  In  1844,  the  polls  were  barricaded  in  the  seventh  ward; 
I  was  a  Democrat  then  myself;  a  line  was  formed  at  the  polls, 
into  which  the  Whigs  would  fall,  and  the  first  thing  that  I 
would  Snow  the  Democrats  would  make  a  rush  to  the  polls 
and  then  retire  out  of  the  line. 


Mr.  Freaner — Did  7011  ever  hear  of  siicli  clubs  as  Little 
Fellows,  Tigers,  Bed  Necks,  Kip  Kaps,  Gumballs,  Screw 
Boats,  &c.,  before  the  rise  of  the  American  party  ? 

Vv^itness — Political  clubs  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  ? 

3fr.  Freaner — Yes. 

Witness — I  have  heard  of  their  meetings  being  called 
through  the  papers  ;  these  clubs  have  been  in  existence  since 
1808. 

Mr.  Morgan — Did  you  ever  see  any  awls  used  at  the  last 
election,  of  Avhich  we  have  heard  so  much? 

Witness — I  did  not. 

There  being  no  more  witnesses  present  to  examine,  but  a 
good  number  more  summoned,  the  committee  adjourned  until 
Friday  morning,  at  half-past  ten  o'clock,  so  as  to  afford  am- 
ple time  for  the  parties  to  summon  their  witnesses  and  have 
them  ready  for  examination. 


ANNAPOLIS,  Friday,  Feb.  17,  1860. 

The  Committee  met  tills  morning  at  half  past  ten   o'clock 
in  McCiillough's  Hotel — Mr.  Freaner  in  the  chair. 
Present — Dr.  Wilson,  and  Messrs.  Morgan  and  Medders. 
Joshua  Underwood  sworn. 

By  J/r.  ^a(7?ier— who  appeared  on  hehalf  of  Wm.  Schley, 
Esq. 

Witness.  I  am  aged  55  years,  and  have  been  in  Baltimore 
40  years  or  upwards.  I  was  present  at  the  last  election  held 
on  the  2nd  of  November,  and  was  one  of  the  return  judges  of 
the  fourth  ward. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  that  election  for  quiet  or  the 
reverse? 

A.  I  was  pretty  much  confiaed  in  the  room  ;  but  as  far  as 
I  could  sec,  there  was  no  fighting,  I  understand  there  were 
some  eggs  thrown,  but  I  did  not  see  them.  I  saw  some  lit- 
tle pushing,  but  nothing  more  than  what  I  have  seen  on 
many  elections  previously.  I  called  to  the  men  that  were 
pushing  to  let  voters  come  up,  as  I  wanted  to  clear  the  way 
so  as  to  allow  every  man  the  privilege  of  voting. 

Q..  Did  you  see  any  violence  or  intimidation  used? 

A.  Not  in  the  least,  with  the  exception  of  some  pushing. 

Q.  There  was  no  fighting? 

A.  Not  that  I  saw. 

Gl.  Has  there  not  always  been  pushing  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  not  always. 

Q,.  Was  it  worse  than  previous  elections? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  it  was,  I  have  seen  a  little  cro-wd- 
iug  sometimes. 

Q.  Conipiring  it  with  other  elections,  so  far  as  you  saw  it, 
what  do  you  say  was  its  character  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  it  was  any  worse  in  my  own  ward  that  I 
have  seen  it  before. 

Q,.  Were  the  polls  opened  and  closed  at  the  right  time  ? 

A.  They  were  opened  at  nine  and  closed  at  sis. 
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Gl.  Was  tlie  counting  of  tlie  votes  conducted  in  a  legal 
manner  ? 

A.  It  was. 

Mr.  Morgan — (looking  at  printe^l  testimony.) 

Q.  Do  yoLi  know  a  man  called  Henry  C.  Brown? 

A.   I  know  several  Brown's  there. 

Mr.  Morgan — He  testifies  liere  that  lie  was  badly  beaten 
within  six  ieet  of  the  window. 

Witness — I  was  not  an  eye  witness  to  that  case.  It  was 
not  my  duty  to  he  at  the  window. 

Mr.  Freaner — Q.  You  did  not  see  from  the  window  much 
of  what  occurred  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  I  did  not. 

Q,.  What  was  the  height  of  the  barricade  ? 

A.  It  was  higher  th^  a  man  could  look  over  without 
standing  on  his  tiptoes. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  How  high  up  was  the  floor  of  th© 
room  in  which  the  polls  were  held  from  the  outside? 

A.  You  had  to  ascend  a  step  to  it.     It  was  a  step  higher. 

Alex.  Steivart  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness — I  was  present  at  the  election 
held  on  2nd  November  last.  I  voted  at  the  4th  ward.  I  got 
there  about  half-past  nine  and  there  was  not  much  difficulty 
in  voting — less  than  at  any  election  I  ever  saw. 

Testimony  of  the  above  witness  and  Juliai  Johnson  ruled 
out  as  being  cumulative. 

Dr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Medders  entered  their  dissent  against 
not  hearing  the  testimony  of  these  witnesses  from  the  fourth 
ward. 

James  Fleming  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  a  little  orer  64  years  of 
age.  I  live  at  121  North  Gay  street,  and  have  resided  there 
for  26  years.  I  was  at  the  election  held  in  the  fifth  ward,  on 
the  2nd  of  November  last,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. I  went  there  and  voted  ;  and  as  I  was  formerly  a  judge 
for  ten  years  in  that  ward,  I  congratulated  the  judges  there 
on  the  quietness  of  the  election.  Through  courtesy,  they  in- 
vited me  in,  but  I  did  not  go,  I  remained  round  about  the 
polls  for  about  an  hour,  and  I  never  saw  a  quieter  election 
held  in  the  fifth  ward. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  amount  of  pushing? 

A.  No,  I  did  not.  I  did  not  see  as  much  on  this  election 
as  on  many  elections  that  I  could  call  back  to  memory  when 
I  was  a  judge  of  election  myselfo 
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Q.  For  what  party  were  you  judge  of  election,  in  old 
times? 

A.  For  both  parties. 

Q.  Comparing  this  election  with  previous  elections,  what 
is  your  opinion? 

A.  I  did  not  think  there  is  any  difference.  I  liave  always 
seen  more  or  less  pushing,  and  sometimes  a  knock  down,  a 
hlack  eye,  or  bloody  nose. 

By  Mr.  Freanar.     Q.  Were  there  any  political  clubs  in 
the  ward? 
A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  any  political  club? 
A.  No,  sir,  I  am  a  member  of  the  Church. 
Q.  Where  were  the  polls  held? 
A.  In  Fayette  street. 

Q.  How  near  is  that  to  the  house  of  one  Prior? 
A.  It  is  about  a  mile  from  Prior's  house. 

John  MacNeir  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  was  at  the  election  at  the 
fifth  ward  polls,  on  2nd  November  last.  I  got  there  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  nine,  and  helped  in  arranging  things, 
as  I  was  formerly  a  judge  of  election  there.  I  helped  to  ar- 
range things  in  the  room,  and  when  we  got  them  all  fixed,  I 
took  my  station  at  the  corner  of  Fayette  and  Higli  streets,  at 
about  live  minutes  past  nine,  and  to  my  surprise  there  was 
about  two  dozen  men  marched  round  to  the  polls,  two  abreast, 
led  by  Keformers.  I  saw  no  body  prevented  from  voting  at 
all. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain? 

A.  I  remained  there  all  day.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
attending  elections  there  about  ten  years. 

Q.  How  would  this  election  compare  with  others  which  you 
have  seen  there,  for  quiet  or  the  reverse? 

A.  I  have  seen  things  carried  on  there  by  the  Democratic 
party,  worse  than  at  the  previous  election.  I  was  formerly  a 
Democrat,  and  remember  the  time  that  nobody  could  stand 
at  the  window  opposed  to  their  principles;  as  regards  seeing 
anybody  being  prevented  from  voting  at  last  election,  I  saw 
none,  I  did  not  stand  at  the  corner  of  the  street  all  clay.  I 
held  tickets  during  one  part  of  it,  and  was  passing  up  and 
down  in  front  of  the  polls.  I  saw  no  lighting,  nor  pushing 
about  the  window  at  all.  I  saw  nobody  molested,  nor  no  one 
kept  from  voting.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Dunn  went  up  and 
voted,  and  after  he  had  done  so,  he  made  some  remark  and 
somebody  struck  him,  but  that  was  about  half  a  square  from 
the  window. 
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Bj  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Are  there  any  political  clubs  in  that 
ward? 

A.  I  think  there  is  one. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  it? 

A.  The  St,  Lawrence. 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  club? 

A.  I  do  not.  I  belonged  to  the  St.  Lawrence  club  at  one 
time. 

Q.  What  was  its  object? 

A.  I  don't  know  what  its  object  was. 
•     Q.  Although  you  belonged  to  it? 

A.  I  did  not  know  the  object  of  the  club. 

Q.  Did  they  have  any  meetings  just  before  the  election? 

A.   Certainly  they  had. 

Q.  How  long  before? 

A.  They  did  not  meet  as  a  club,  but  they  met  as  the  fifth 
ward  council,  the  night  before  the  election. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  struck  that  day? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Kas  Levy  there? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  pushing? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  pistol  iircd? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  are  hard  of  hearing,  however. 

A.  I  was  not  so  dull  of  hearing  but  that  I  could  have  heard 
it  from  the  place  in  which  I  was. 

Q.  You  say  there  was  no  pistol  fired? 

A.  Not  that  I  heard. 

Q.  Do  you  say,  on  your  oath,  that  you  do  not  know  what 
the  object  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Club  was  ? 

A.  The  obligations  were  never  read  to  me  ;  but  whether 
they  were  read  or  not,  I  never  heard  what  they  were. 

By  Mr.  Hagncr. 

Q.  Was  it  a  political  club  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Bdbert  IIcCouU. 

By  Mr.  Hogner. 

Witness.  I  am  53  years  of  age,  and  I  was  born  in  Balti- 
more ;  I  was  at  the  election  in  November  last  and  voted  at 
the  fifth  ward  polls.  I  was  there  a  little  before  12  o'clock, 
and  remained  tlieie  a  very  short  time  ;  when  I  was  thei'c 
everything  was  quiet,  and  there  was  nothing  at  all  of  dis- 
order to  prevent  any  persons  from  voting — all  was  c[uiet  and 
orderly. 
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Q.  How  long  did  you  remain? 

A.  I  was  there  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Q.  Compared  with  other  elections  which  you  have  seen, 
what  would  you  say  ? 

A.  So  far  as  I  saw,  it  was  very  orderly  and  quiet,  and  I 
saw  nobody  prevented  from  voting. 

Captain  Zacchery,  sworn. 

By  3Ir.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  65  years  of  age,  and  have 
lived  in  Baltimore  since  1816  ;  I  was  at  the  election  polls  in 
the  sixth  ward  in  Novemher  last ;  I  arrived  at  the  polls  about 
half-past  one,  and  remained  about  half  an  hour.  Everything 
was  as  quiet  as  ever  I  saw  an  election  ;  when  I  was  coming 
up  to  the  polls,  they  said  ''Open  the  way  and  let  this  old 
gentleman  vote.'' 

Mr.  Gaither — Did  any  one  know  you  at  the  polls  ? 

Witness.  I  had  not  voted  for  ten  years  before  that. 

i)^r.  Hagner — Why  was  that  ? 

A.  Because  I  never  cared  about  any  party  sufficiently  to  in- 
duce me  to  take  much  interest  in  voting. 

Q.  Comparing  this  election  with  others  which  you  have 
seen,  what  is  your  opinion  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  a  little  more  quiet  than  any  election  I 
was  ever  at  in  my  life. 

Mr.  Freaner — Do  you  know  anything  of  elections  ? 

A.  I  was  never  much  of  a  hand  for  hanging  around  at  elec- 
tions. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  any  fighting  before  at  elections  ? 
V /A.  I  have,  most  assuredly.  I  remember  once  about  10  or 
12  years  ago,  that  I  got  badly  beat.  I  voted  for  Mayor  Stans- 
bury  and  it  was  not  at  my  ward  it  occurred,  I  was  making 
my  way  home  and  some  of  the  Empire  club  whom  I  met, 
thought  I  was  a  Mr.  Brown,  who  had  stolen  some  73  men  out 
of  a  coop  in  which  they  had  them.  They  not  only  attacked 
me  and  punished  me,  but  they  took  all  my  hair  away,  and 
I  did  not  see  daylight  for  two  days  afterwards,  from  the  ef- 
fects of  the  beating  that  I  got. 

ilfr.  Ilorgan — I  think  your  hair  has  never  grown  since. 

Witness — This  club  was  the  eighth  ward  Democrats,  or 
Bloody  eighth. 

Mr.  Gaither — Did  you  stay  in  the  vicinity  of  the  polls  du- 
ring last  election  ? 

A.  I  was  a  short  distance  off.  I  was  in  full  view  of  the 
polls,  and  I  never  saw  so  much  quietness  in  my  life  ;  I  saw 
no  opposition,  and  there  was  not  a  breathing  man  knew  how 
1  was  going  to  vote. 
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Mr.  Sagnm-'^^'Wh^t  do  you  msan  by  saying  yoti  saw  no 
opposition  ? 

A.  In  those  wlio  were  there.  I  did  not  see  a  sign  nor  a 
whimper,  on  the  part  of  any  body. 

L.  B.  Taylor^  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  was  at  the  election  in  the 
sixth  ward  in  November  last.  I  think  I  arrived  at  about 
half-past  ten,  and  remained  until  nearly  one.  I  went  and 
had  dinner,  and  came  back  again  about,  a  quarter  to  two,  and 
remained  until  four  o'clock.  I  took  a  walk  from  that  to  the 
first  ward,  and  then  I  went  to  some  of  the  up-town  wards. 

Q,  State  the  character  of  the  election? 

A.  The  chararter  of  the  election  was  very  quiet.  There 
was  some  little  disturbance  occurred  between  two  men,  in 
which  one  of  them  drew  a  pistol  or  a  sword-cane,  but  the 
quarrel  was  prevented  without  any  damage  being  done. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  amount  of  pushing  or  crowd- 
ing? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  violence  or  intimidation  of  voters? 

A.  I  saw  the  usual  pushing  at  the  window. 

Q.  Is  there  always  pushing? 

A.  Some,  more  or  less. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  voter? 

A.  I  am  45  years  of  age,  and  since  I  have  been  of  age,  I 
have  voted. 

Q.  Compare  that  election  with  others  tbat  you  have  seen, 
for  quiet  or  otherwise? 

A.  It  "vvas  one  of  the  quietest  elections,  so. far  as  a  general 
comparison  is  concerned,  that  I  have  ever  seen,  as  regards 
fighting  and  general  disorder. 

Mr.  Morgan — Any  clubs  in  that  ward? 

A.  There  is  a  club  called  the  Ashland  Club. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  members  at  the  polls? 

a'.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  How  near  were  the  polls  to  a  houie 
kept  by  one  Pry  or. 

A.  About  a  square  oif,  perhaps. 

By  Mr.  Wallis — Q.  What  is  your  occupation? 

A.  I  am  a  tailor. 

Q.  Is  that  your  present  occupation? 

A.  At  present  I  am  in  the  Appeal  Tax  Court  Departmenit. 

By  Mr.  Morgan — Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  any  political 

club? 

A.  I  was  originally  a  member  of  the  Ashland  Club.  I  at- 
tended perhaps  three  or  four  of  their  meetings. 
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By  Mr.  Frtantr — Q.  Why  did  you  quit  it? 

A.  Well,  I  did  not  care  of  being  a  member  of  so  many  so* 
cieties,  I  did  not  think  it  was  going  to  be  very  beneficial,  69 
far  as  I  was  concerned. 

By  Mr.  Wallis — Q.  Is  that  the  only  reason,  sir?  State  all 
your  reasons. 

A.  I  don't  think  I  have  any  particular  reason.  W©  fre- 
quently join  societies,  and  take  a  notion  of  stopping  o:£f  sud- 
denly. I  cannot  say  that  I  have  any  reasons  particularly, 
only  that  I  preferred  not  to  keep  up  the  association. 

B.  Boss,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner~Q.  Where  did  you  rota? 

A.  I  voted  at  the  seventh  ward. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  voter? 

A.  30  years. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  election  of  November  last? 

A.  I  was  a  clerk  of  the  election.  I  arrived  at  the  polls 
about  nine  o'clock,  and  remained  there  until  somewhere  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven,  P.  M. 

Q.  State  what  was  the  character  of  the  election,  as  to  order 
or  the  reverse? 

A.  At  the  early  opening  of  the  polls,  there  was  the  usual 
amount  of  pushing,  crowding  and  hauling,  which  created  in 
my  mind  the  opinion  that  it  was  caused  by  the  anxiety  of 
parties  to  get  in  their  votes,  I  saw  no  other  disturbance  at 
the  polls,  excepting  one  pushing  the  other  a  little,  in  order  to 
get  his  vote  in. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  violence  used  to  deter  voters  from  vo- 
ting ? 

A.  No,  sir,  1  do  not  remember  of  seeing  any. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  done  to  prevent  any  person  from 
voting? 

A.  I  did.  Several  parties  attempted  to  vote  who  belonged 
to  other  wards,  and  they  were  refused.  I  have  been  clerk 
there  for  several  years,  and  I  believe  the  election  was  con- 
ducted fairly  and  honorably. 

Q.  How  would  the  election  compare  with  others  "which  you 
ho.ve  seen  for  quietness  or  the  reverse  ? 

A.  It  was  quieter  that  day  than  I  have  seen  some  other 
elections.  During  the  day,  there  would  be  considerable  in- 
tervals when  there  would  be  no  voting  going  on  at  all. 
What  was  done  on  the  street  or  around  the  polls  I  cannot 
say,  but  in  front  of  the  window  there  was  no  obstruction 
whatever.     The  clerks  had  a  good  deal  of  leisui'e  time. 

By  Mr.  FreaBsr-^Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  y»a^ 
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duties  confined  yoti  to  tlie  inside  of  the  room^  and  you  saw 
nothing  of  what  took  place  outside  ? 

A.  They  did. 

Q,  How  far  back  did  you  sit  ? 

A.  Our  table  was  in  the  rear  of  the  judges,  and  the  ballot- 
box  was  on  one  end  of  it.  I  was  only  three  or  four  feet  from 
the  window. 

Q.  You  were  not  in  the  street  at  all  ? 

A.  1^0,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  Was  there  any  barricade? 

A.  Nothing  to  obstruct  the  view  ;  I  looked  out  of  the  win- 
dow and  could  see  as  far  as  Fayette  street  and  up  to  Holliday 
street,  some  distance  ;  I  did  not  go  to  my  dinner. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Was  the  room  above  where  the  judges 
were  occupied  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  there  any  political  club  in  that  ward  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Ned  Lee? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  there  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  whistle  blown  ? 

A.  I  might,  but  I  cannot  speak  positively  on  that  subject 
at  all, 

Q.  Who  is  Ned  Lee? 

A.  He  is  a  resident  of  the  ward  ;  he  was  formerly  a  police 
officer,  and  is  a  painter  by  trade. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  committing  any  acts  of  violence  on  that 
day  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Wallace — Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  saw 
no  acts  of  violence  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  At  one  time  of  the  day  there  was  no  voting  doing,  and 
there  was  a  considerable  muss  kicked  up  some  fifty,  sixty  or 
seventy  yards  from  the  polls. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  that  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  ;  it  was  a  general  free  fight. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  shooting? 

A.  I  did  hear  a  pistol  fired  ;  it  seemed  to  be  a  kind  of  a 
jumbled-up  muss.  They  said  it  was  a  fight,  but  I  did  not  see 
any  licks  struck. 

By  Mr.  Morgan — Did  you  see  men  standing  around  the 
polls  in  their  shirt  sleeves,  as  if  they  were  ready  for  a  fight  ? 

A.  I  think  I  did  see  men  in  their  shirt  sleeves,  but  that  did 
not  indicate  to  my  mind  that  they  were  there  for  the  purpose 


61 

of  a  fight ;  I  hare  often  seen  men  standing  around  tlie  polls 
in  their  shirt  sleeves  and  voting  in  their  shirt  sleeves. 

Q.  Did  they  take  possession  of  the  polls  ? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  What  is  the  general  occupation  of  a 
great  number  of  the  people  who  reside  in  that  ward  ? 

A.  They  are  generally  mechanics  and  working  people  ; 
they  frequently  vote  while  passing  to  their  dinner  in  their 
shirt  sleeves. 

By  3Ir.  Wallace — Q.  Is  the  house  next  to  the  polls  oceu- 
pied? 

A.  I  think  it  is  a  barber's  shop. 

Q.  How  was  it  occupied  on  election  day  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  people  coming  out  of  the  house  adjoin- 
ing the  Lafayette  engine  house  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  because  I  was  not  out  of  the  room  ;  I 
have  no  personal  knowledge  regarding  that. 

Wm.  H.  Pearce,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  aged  45,  and  I  voted  in 
the  seventh  ward  at  the  election  of  November  last,  and  have 
voted  there  ever  since  I  was  entitled  to  a  vote  ;  I  reached  the 
polls  about  ten  minutes  after  nine  o'clock,  and  was  there  off 
and  on  all  day. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  amount  of  pushing  or  crov/d- 
ing? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  when  I  got  there,  there  was  a  large  crowd  at 
the  window  attempting  to  get  their  votes  in  ;  it  appeared  to 
me  as  if  each  man  was  trying  to  get  his  vote  in  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  away  ;  that  is  what  I  saw  in  the  commence- 
ment, and  it  continued  till  about  half-past  ten  ;  the  crowd 
then  dispersed,  and  from  half-past  ten  till  half-past  eleven 
there  was  none  but  myself  and  one  or  two  others  around  the 
window,  and  no  voting  at  all  going  on  ;  men  that  afterwards 
reported  that  they  could  not  vote^  were  standing  opposite  the 
polls,  and  Avould  not  come  near  to  the  window  to  vote,  al- 
though they  could  easily  have  done  so  ;  that's  what  occurred 
under  my  observation . 

Mr.  Freaner — What  came  under  your  observation  ?  Is  that 
all? 

A.  I  was  acting  there  as  challenger,  and  I  objected  to  two 
men's  votes,  one  of  the  parties  was  named  Sullivan.  The 
Democratic  judge  called  me  to  know  my  opinion  in  reference 
to  the  men  being  entitled  to  vote  and  I  told  him  that  he  could 
not  vote,  and  the  next  objected  to  was  an  individual  on  ac- 
count of  hie  not  having;   his  naturilzation   papers,  but  there 
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was  no  disturbance  around  the  window  in  any  shape  or  form. 
There  was  a  disturbance  some  distance  off  among  some  young 
men,  and  somebody  said  there  was  a  fight,  but  whether  there 
was  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q,.  From  your  observation  of  previous 
elections  compared  with  this  what  do  you  say  ? 

A.  I  consider  it,  under  the  circumstances,  as  peaceable  an 
election  as  I  ever  witnessed  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  I  have 
►seen  the  time  when  I  have  got  the  coat  torn  off  my  back  in 
attempting  to  vote. 

By  Mr.  StocJcbridge — Q.  Do  you  hold  any  office  under  th« 
present  city  government  ? 

A.  I  am  Sweep  Master  of  the  South  district, 

Q.  How  was  the  house  adjoining  the  Layfe^te  engine  house 
occupied  on  the  day  of  election  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  occupied  or  not  ;  I  think 
it  originally  was  a  butcher's  house. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  there  were  arms  in  the 
second  story  of  that  house  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Wallace — Q.  Was  there  any  liquor  in  the  house 
next  to  the  engine  house  ? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  how  the  house  next  door  was  occu- 
pied? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  How  near  were  you  to  the  polls? 

A.  I  remained  alongside  of  the  window  the  whole  day. 

Q.  You  saw  no  riot  about  the  window  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  How  much  rioting  did  you  see  in   the  neighborhood  of 

the  polls  ? 

Witness — What  do  you  call  the  neighborhood  of  the  polls  ? 

Mr.  Wallis— I  call  60  or  200  yards  the  neighborhood  of  the 
polls. 

Witness — 1  suppose  there  were  two  dozen  or  three  dozen 
young  fellows  a  fighting  there,  but  I  did  not  go  to  see  them. 
I  heard  no  pistols  fired  during  the  day,  and  I  saw  no  obstruc- 
tion but  during  the  time  of  the  crushing  to  deposit  ballots  in 
the  morning. 

Q.  You  know  of  no  illegal  vote  that  went  in  on  that  day  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  no  legal  vote  kept  out? 

A.  None  except  an  individual  named  Legg,  and  he  could 
have  voted  if  he  wished,  but  he  would  not,  and  went  away. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  any  persons  having  awls  for  the  pui** 
pose  of  sticking  into  voters? 


A.  Ko. 

By  Mr.  Freaner—Q.  Do  you  knoTr  Ned  Lee? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mm  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  blow  a  whistle? 

A.  I  did  not, 

Q.  What  was  his  condition? 

A.  During  one  part  of  the  day  he  was  about  half  drunk. 

Q.  What  is  his  character  when  drunk? 

A.  He  is  pretty  turbulent. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  whistle  blown  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  If  a  whistle  had  been  blown,  do  you  think  you  would 
have  heard  it? 

A.  A  whistle  might  have  been  blown  without  my  hear- 
ing it. 

By  Mr.  Wallis — Q.  Are  you  a  member,  or  have  you  been 
a  member,  of  any  of  the  clubs. 

A.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Jerfferson  club,  and  my  name 
may  be  there  now  for  all  I  know. 

Q.  That  is  in  the  seventh  ward? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  it  a  political  club  of  the  American  party? 

A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Is  Ned  Lee  a  member  of  that  club. 

A.  I  believe  he  is. 

By  Mr\  Hagner — Q.  Is  it  a  new  thing  to  have  political 
clubs'Un  Baltimore? 

A.  No,  sir.  They  have  been  there  to  my  knowledge  some- 
thing like  six  years, 

Q.  You  know  of  none  before  that? 

A.  None  previously,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Samuel  S.  Spicer,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  What  is  your  age? 
A.  Forty-six  in  July. 
Q.  Where  do  you  vote  ? 
A.  In  the  seventh  ward. 

Q.  Will  you  state  whether  you  wer©  at  the  election  en  the 
second  of  November  last? 
A.  Not  at  the  seventh  ward. 
Q.  What  polls  were  you  at  ? 
A.  I  was  at  the  tenth  ward. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  were  you  at  the  election  ? 
A.  I  would  state  that  on  that  day  I  did  not  get  a  chance  to 


u 

vote.  The  day  before  tlie  election,  or  rather  two  days  before 
the  election,  Mr.  McPhail,  then  acting  as  mayor  of  the  city, 
was  unfortunately  wounded  in  the  telegraph  office  ;  the  coun- 
cil was  called  together  on  the  next  day,  and  I  was  elected 
president  of  the  first  branch,  and  at  the  time,  it  became  ne- 
cessary that  I  should  assume  the  position  of  mayor  on  the  day 
before  the  election.  In  the  morning  I  left  my  home,  I  sup- 
pose about  twenty  minutes  past  eight,  maybe  about  ten  min- 
utes, and  went  up  to  the  mayor's  office,  and  staid  there  all 
day,  with  the  exception  of  some  three  or  four  times  I  was  called 
out  on  business  ;  so  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
what  was  going  on  at  the  polls  ;  I  only  went  to  the  tenth 
ward  polls  on  one  occasion,  when  I  did  not  remain  more  than 
three  minutes  ;  there  was  some  disturbance  there,  but  by  the 
time  I  got  up,  the  disturbance  was  quieted. 

Q.  Were  you  near  any  of  the  other  polls? 

A.  jSTo,  sir  ;  I  was  too  busy  in  the  office. 

Q.  How  far  can  you  speak  as  to  the  character  of  the  elec- 
tion ? 

A.  I  can  only  speak  from  hearsay,  and  from  the  report  of 
my  officers. 

Q.  You  know  of  nothing  personally,  except  at  th»  tenth 
ward  polls  when  you  were  there  ? 

A.  Nothing. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Thomas  H.  Martin  ? 

A.  I  think  I  would  if  I  saw  him. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  on  the  day  of  election? 

A.  Yes,  in  the  mayor's  office. 

Q.  State  what  Mr.  Martin  said  to  you  in  the  office  ? 

A.  He  came  into  the  office  in  the  morning  considerably  ex- 
cited ;  he  came  up  to  me  and  said,  "  Mr.  Mayor,  I  want  you 
to  arrest  John  Hinsley,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  tenth  ward." 
I  asked  "  what  for,"  and  he  replied,  "  he  has  beaten  me  ;" 
at  the  same  time  he  held  in  his  hand  a  handkerchief  over  his 
mouth.  I  told  him  to  remove  the  handkerchief  and  show  me 
the  injuries  he  had  received,  and  when  he  did  so,  I  saw  that 
his  lij)S  were  considerably  swollen  ;  I  asked  him  how  that  oc- 
curred, and  he  told  me  that  Hinsley  was  about  to  throw  the 
tickets  on  the  floor  instead  of  depositing  them  in  the  ballot- 
box.  I  said  to  him,  "  did  he  throw  the  ticket  down,"  and  he 
said  "  no,  but  he  held  the  ticket  over  the  box  and  would  not 
put  it  in."  I  told  him  that  I  had  but  ex-parfe  testimony  in 
the  case,  but  if  he  would  go  to  a  magistrate  and  get  a  war- 
rant out  for  his  apprehension,  I  should  send  the  officers  up 
and  have  him  taken  into  custody.  "  No,"  said  he,  "  I  won't 
do  that."  I  said  to  him,  "  Return  back  to  your  place,  and  I 
will  send  officers  down  to  see  that  you  are  protected..     '^  No," 
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said  he,  ''  I  will  not  go."  I  then  turned  to  the  deputy  mar- 
shal, and  told  him  to  go  to  the  polls  and  investigate  into  the 
matter  of  the  disturbance.  Ho  came  back,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Mr.  Martin,  reported  that  all  was  quiet,  and  in  re- 
ference to  the  case  of  Mr.  Martin,  said  that  it  was  not  so, 

Q.  He  was  considerably  eKcited,  you  say? 

A.  I  supposed  arising  from  passion  at  being  struck,  as  he 
had  received  a  severe  blow  on  the  mouth.  Others  formed  an 
opinion,  from  his  manner,  that  he  had  been  drinking,  but 
my  slight  acquaintance  of  him  would  not  enable  me  to  judge 
correctly. 

Q.  You  did  not  refuse  to  interfere  ? 

A.  I  told  him  the  way  in  which  he  could  have  his  griev- 
ances remedied,  and  that  if  he  went  back,  I  should  see  that 
he  was  protected  by  the  officers. 

By  Mr.  Wallis. — Q.  Mr.  Spicer,  you  have  the  powers  of  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  have  you  not? 

A.  I  beleive  I  have. 

Q.  Had  you  not  the  right  to  issue  a  warrant? 

A.  Well,  I  was  not  satisfied  with  that. 

Q.  Have  you  not  the  right? 

A.  I  have  ascertained  since  that  I  had,  but  I  was  not  satis- 
fied with  that  at  the  time. 

Q.  Being  requested  by  Mr.  Martin,  to  arrest  Mr.  Hinsley, 
you  declined  ? 

A.  I  did,  for  the  reason  I  have  stated. 
•    Q.  But  you  told  him  that  if  he  would  go  and  get  out  a  war- 
rant you  would  have  it  served  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  hour  of  the  day  were  you  at  the  tenth  ward 
polls  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  about  ten  o'clock.  It  was  immediately 
after  the  occurrence  to  which  you  were  a  witness. 

Mr.  Wallis — It  must  have  been  earlier. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  ? 

A.  Not  over  two  or  three  minutes,  I  was  quite  busy,  and  I 
returned  back  to  my  office. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anv  firing  at  the  tenth  ward  polls? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  go  out  when  you  heard  the  firing  yourself? 

A.  I  was  going  out,  and  when  I  got  on  the  pavement,  I  saw 
that  the  officers  had  made  several  arrests,  and  were  bringing 
the  parties  down ;  and  you  are  aware  that  several  gentlemen 
came  to  me  and  requested  that  I  would  release  the  parties  arrest- 
ed atthe  polls.  I  objected  at  first,  but  afterwards,  to  accommo- 
date the  gentlemen,  I  went  down  and  ordered  their  release. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  report  from   Marshal   Herring  in  re- 
'  9        ^ 
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gard   to  a   depot   of  arms  in  tlie  yicinitY  of  tlie  tenth  ward 
polls  ? 

A.  I  was  neither  aware,  nor  did  any  report  come  to  me 
that  there  were  any  arms  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  tenth 
ward  polls. 

Q.  Mr.  Herring  did  not  consult  you  in  regard  to  removing 
any  arms  ? 

A.  He  did  not  sir,  he  made  no  report  to  me  that  I  recollect 
of.  I  am  almost  certain  of  the  fact  that  he  did  not  ;  I  was 
considerably  excited  at  the  time,  but  I  have  no  doubt  I  should 
have  recollected  the  fact  if  he  had  made  the  report. 

Q.  After  you  ascertained  that  the  firing  had  taken  place, 
what  steps  did  you  take  for  the  restoration  of  order  ? 

A.  By  dispatching  police  officers  to  the  polls  ;  my  orders 
were,  that  ten  or  fifteen  men  should  be  placed  at  eacli  poll 
at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  and  that  they  should  stay 
there  all  clay  :  and  in  the  event  of  any  outbreak  arising  that 
the  reserve  force  (  stationed  at  the  different  police  stations') 
might  go  to  their  assistance. 

Q.  Do  you  knovf  whether  or  not  those  policemen  went  to 
the  different  polls  ? 

A.  It  was  reported  to  me  by  the  officer  that  they  did. 

Q,  You  have  no  knoAvledge  upon  that  subject  yourself? 

A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Have  you  no  knovvdedge  that  any  of  the  officers  were 
delinquent  anywhere  ?     Did  they  all  do  their  duty  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  did.  There  was  no  further  disturbance 
there  during  the  day,  and  I  think  that  I  sent  some  four  oi- 
five  different  squads  up  to  the  eleventh  ward.  That  Avas  the 
only  ward  that  made  application  to  the  Central  office  for  an 
additional  force.  I  had  the  officers  reporting  to  me  every 
hour  that  things  v>^ere  going  on  quietly  in  the  other  Avards. 

Q).  What  other  wards  do  you  mean  ? 

A.  In  all  the  wards.  I  ascertained  about  noon  that  there 
was  a  difficulty  in  the  third  ward,  and  I  sent  one  of  the  offi- 
cers down  there,  and  Avhen  he  returned,  he  reported  that  all 
Avas  quiet.  The  tenth  and  eleventh  wards  Avere  the  only  ones 
that  required  an  additional  force  from  down  town.  There 
were  also  men  in  reserve  at  the  Eastern,  Southern  and  West- 
ern Station  Houses. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  tenth  ward  polls  during  any  other 
part  of  the  day  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Had  you  any  application  from  any  other  wards  besides 
the  t^enth  and  eleventh  for  an  additional  force  ? 

A.  ISTot  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Ham- 
bleton  came  to  me  and  told  me  that  he  was  driven  awav  from 
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voting,  in  the  eighteenth  ward,  and  that  a  certain  police  offi- 
cer did  not  do  his  duty.     I  investigated  the  matter. 

Q.  You  have  spoken  of  Hinsley  as  being  a  judge  of  election; 
will  you  tell  the  committee  whether  he  had  not  been  rejected 
as  such  by  the  City  Council. 

A.  He  had. 

Q.  Under  whose  appointment  was  he  made  judge  of  elec- 
tion ? 

A.  Mr.  McPhail  ;  he  held  his  commisgion  under  Mr.  Mc- 
Phail's  appointment. 

Q.  Did  you  re-appoint  him  after  he  liad  been  rejected  by 
the  City  Council  ? 

A.  I  did.  I  would  state  that  the  couucil  was  not  in  ses- 
sion at  the  time  the  judges  were  appointed,  but  Mr.  McPhail 
had  niade  out  his  list ;  and  he  being  wounded,  and  my  being 
compelled  to  take  his  place,  there  were  several  resignations  of 
the  judges  of  election,  and  it  kept  me  busy  during  the  whole 
of  the  day  in  getting  parties  to  serve  and  fill  the  vacancies. 
Mr.  Hinsley  was  in  possession  of  his  commission.  The  coun- 
cil being  in  session  that  evening,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
send  the  appointments,  as  made  by  McPhail  and  myself,  up 
for  their  confirmation,  because  these  gentlemen  were  in  pos- 
session of  their  commissions.  About  8  o'closk  in  the  even- 
ing, after  going  home  to  my  own  house,  a  report  came  to  me 
that  the  council  had  rejected  Mr.  Hinsley,  and  that  they  had 
adjourned  until  the  next  Monday.  I  then  told  several  gen- 
tlemen that  waited  upon  me,  that  it  had  placed  me  in  a  bad 
position,  because  I  had  tried  the  same  day  several  persons,  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  their  consent  to  serve  in  that  ward, 
who  had  all  refused.  In  the  morning,  I  received  no  official 
information  of  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Hinsley — it  was  mere 
rumor.  I  had  no  information  of  his  re;iection  until  next 
morning  about  half-past  nine  o'clock,  and  by  that  time  Mr. 
Hinsley  had  taken  his  seat,  because  he  held  his  commission 
from  my  predecessor.  After  revolving  the  matter  in  my  own 
mind,  I  thought  it  would  be  best  to  re-appoint  him.  It  was  a 
prerogative  that  the  mayor  always  had  in  the  recess  of  the 
council,  and  as  the  council  was  not  in  session  I  re-appointed 
him. 

Q.  You  say  you  had  no  official  notice  of  the  fact  of  Hins- 
ley's  rejection  ? 

A.  I  had  no  official  notice  of  his  rejection  from  the  clerk  of 
the  Council., 

Q.  Did  you  know  it  as  a  matter  of  fact  ? 

A.  I  knew  it  from  hearsay.  Hinsley  came  to  see  me,  and 
told  me  that  lie  had  heard  tliat  lie  had  Ijcen  laid  over  by  the 
council,  but  he  isaid,  '•  I  have  got  my  commission,  and  I  in- 
tend to  keep  it." 
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Q.  Did  yon  say  anything  to  keep  him  from  going  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Had  you  not  the  means  of  knowing  that  Hinsley  had 
been  rejected  officially  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  I  had  the  means  of  knowing  it ;  I  believed  it; 
but  I  had  no  official  notice. 

Q.  Having  the  means  of  knowing,  and  having  an  official 
duty  to  discharge,  did  you  feel  it  your  duty  to  use  those 
means  to  find  out  whether  the  rumor  was  correct  or  not  ? 

A,  I  did  not,  because  I  had  not  time  to  go  and  hunt  the 
clerk  uj). 

Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Had  you  no  messenger  in  the  vicinity  of 
your  office  ? 

A.  I  had  not. 

Mr.  Wallis — When  you  want  to  see  any  of  the  officials  of 
the  city  government,  do  you  say  you  have  to  run  about  after 
them? 

A.  I  have  no  messenger  ;  messages  generally  go  through 
the  police  officers. 

Q.  Have  you  not  a  janitor  and  secretary  in  your  office? 

A.  We  have. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  the  committee  whether  you  were  not  sat- 
isfied in  your  own  mind  that  Hinsley  had  been  rejected,  not- 
withstanding you  had  no  official  notice  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  And  that  before  the  polk  were  opened  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  you  give  Mr.  Hinsley  his  commission  ? 

A.  In  the  morning. 

Q.  About  what  hour  ? 

A.  It  was  after  the  difficulty  that  had  occurred  at  the 
polls. 

Q.  Twelve  o'clock  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  it  was  so  late.  I  cannot  speak  positively 
of  the  hour.     It  was  after  ten  and  before  twelve. 

Q.  Hinslev  told  you  he  was  going  to  the  polls  ? 

A.  He  did. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  not  to  go? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  had  great  difficulty  in 
getting  a  judge  to  act  at  the  election  ? 

A.  I  found  considerable  difficulty. 

Q,  Will  you  tell  the  committee  whether  you  made  any  et^ 
fort  to  get  a  judge  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  allowed  Hinsley  to  go,  after  being  satisfied  in  your 
own  mind  that  he  had  been  rejected  by  the  council  ? 
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A.  I  said  that  rumor  said  that  he  had  been  rejected. 

Q.  Did  he  hold  over? 

A.  He  did  not,  I  told  him  that  rumor  said  he  was  re- 
jected. 

Q.  When  were  you  first  informed  of  Mr.  Hinsley's  rejec- 
tion ? 

A.  I  was  informed  the  night  before  the  election. 

Q.  By  whom? 

A.  One  of  the  members  of  the  council. 

Q.  You  took  no  action  that  night  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Made  no  inquiry  regarding  another  person  to  act  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  What  is  Hinsley's  character? 

A.  I  know  nothing  of  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  reputation  ? 

A.  I  do  not ;  I  have  heard  various  reports  ;  some  say  he  is 
a  kind,  clever  man. 

Q.  From  what  you  have  heard,  what  would  you  say  his 
character  was — good  or  bad  ? 

A,  I  was  in  the  office  the  week  previous  to  the  election 

Mr.  Freaner — The  question  is,  from  what  you  have  heard 
from  other  persons  about  Mr.  Hinsley,  at  any  time,  what  is 
his  character  for  peace  and  quiet?  Was  his  character  good 
or  bad  ? 

Witness — I  should  say  it  was  good,  for  a  peaceable  and 
quiet  citizen  :  I  never  yet  heard  of  his  being  in  a  fight,  with 
the  exception  of  that  case  at  the  polls  ;  the  most  I  have  heard 
of  him  has  been  the  freedom  with  which  he  had  become  secu- 
rity for  parties  at  the  Criminal  court.  I  know  nothing  of 
him,  but  by  hearsay  ;  and  what  I  was  going  to  remark  was, 
that  Avhile  I  Avas  in  the  office  sometime  previous  to  the  elec- 
tion, and  while  Mr.  McPhail  was  there,  a  gentleman  named 
Mr.  Falls  came  in,  who  had  been  a  judge  of  election  at  the 
tenth  ward.  He  was  asked  if  he  had  not  served  with  Mr. 
Hinsley  as  judge  of  election.  Mr.  Falls  is  a  Democrat,  and 
he  remarked  that  he  had  served  with  him  at  two  or  three 
elections^  and  he  never  wanted  to  serve  with  a  fairer  or  more 
peaceable  man. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  From  what  you  know  personally,  and 
from  what  you  heard  of  Mr.  Hinsley,  do  you  consider  him  a 
fit  and  proper  person  to  be  appointed  judge  of  election  ? 

A.  I  do. 

By  Mr.  Wallis — Q.  1  imderstand  you  to  say  that  Mr. 
McPhail,  for  the  pur])ose  of  getting  information  in  regard  to 
Hinsley,  interrogated  Mr.  Falls? 

A.  He  did,  sir  ;  but  I  don't  knoAv  wlieihcr  the  information 
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was  voluntary  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Falls  or  not ;  that  was  his 
report,  sir. 

Stephen  H.  Manly,  sworn. 

By  Ml-.  Hagner — Q.  Will  you  state  whether  you  were  at 
the  election  on  November  last,  and  give  in  a  narrative  form 
as  near  as  you  can  what  you  saw  on  that  clay  ? 

A.  I  was  at  the  election  ;  I  live  in  the  eighteenth  ward, 
and  am  Deputy  Marshal  of  police.  I  was  with  Mr.  Spicer  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  the  day,  being  in  charge  of  the  force 
in  reserve  ;  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  visiting  many  of 
the  polls  myself,  being  in  the  office  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
patching officers,  and  doing  all  that  lay  in  my  power  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  peace  and  quiet  throughout  the  city. 

Q.  Did  you  do  so  ? 

A.  So  far  as  I  was  able. 

Q,.  Were  you  at  any  of  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  was  at  the  eighteenth  and  the  tenth  ward  polls. 
-  Q,.  What  time  did  you  get  to  the  eighteenth  ward  polls  ? 

A.  I  was  there  but  a  few  minutes.  A  gentleman  by  the 
name  of  Mr.  Hambleton  lodged  a  complaint  at  the  office  with 
Mr.  Si3icer  in  relation  to  being  prevented  from  voting  at  the 
eighteenth  ward  ;  I  was  present  at  the  time  and  Mr.  Spicer 
ordered  me  to  take  a  hack  and  go  up  there  and  see  that  or- 
der was  restored;  on  going  out  of  the  door,  I  met  Mr.  Coneill, 
the  clerk  of  the  second  Branch.  After  hearing  the  complaint 
of  Mr.  Hambleton,  I  met  Mr.  Coneill,  who  had  just  came 
from  the  18th  ward  polls,  and  he  told  me — 

Mr.  Freaner — Just  state  what  came  under  your  own  obser- 
vation. 

Witness — I  don't  know  that  I  can  get  at  my  statement  well 
ifl  am  confined  to  that ;  after  I  had  made  the  inquiry,  I 
thought  the  complaint  was  entirely  unfounded,  and  did  not 
go  immediately. 

Mr.  Freaner — Just  state  what  you  saw. 

Witness — Ifl  am  only  to  tell  you  what  I  saw  at  the  polls, 
I  cannot  say  I  saw  anything,  because  I  had  no  opportunity, 
owing  to  the  fact  of  my  being  in  the  office  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Hagner — What  jjoIIs  were  you  at  first  and  at  what 
hour  ? 

A.  The  tenth  ward  polls  Avere  the  first  i  was  at.  That 
was  immediately  after  the  firing.  I  was  engaged  in  the  Mar- 
shal's office  at  that  time,  and  when  I  heard  the  reports  of  the 
pistols,  I  ran  out  as  fast  as  J  could,  but  when  I  got  to  the 
polls,  the   difficulty   was  over.      [  saw  parties  going  in  dif- 
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t'ereut  directions.  Un  my  Avay,  I  met  tlie  officers  coming 
down  with  some  prisoners  in  charge.  I  only  remained  a  few 
minutes  at  the  polls,  and  returned  to  the  Station  House  again, 
and  went  below  with  the  prisoners.  I  piclced  up  a  revolver 
which  Mr.  Fisher  dropped,  and  I  ordered  him  to  be  locked  up 
myself.  I  remained  in  the  Marshal's  Office,  and  when  com- 
plaints came  in,  I  got  my  orders  from  Mr.  Spicer.  I^  had 
charge  of  the  telegraph,  and  was  dispatching  the  orders  of 
the  Mayor  to  tlie  difi'erent  Station  Houses  when  any  distur- 
bance took  place.  I  went  to  the  eighteenth  ward  polls  and 
voted,  but  1  staid  there  but  a  few  minutes.  I  Avent  up  in  a 
hack,  because  my  btisiness  was  at  the  Marshal's  office,  where 
it  was  my  duty  to  be.  I  was  in  the  Mayor's  office  when  Mr. 
Martin  came  in  and  lodged  his  complaint,  arid  it  was  myself 
that  Mr.  Spicer  sent  over. 

Mr.  Hagner — Just  state  what  took  place  between  Mr.  Mar- 
tin and  Mr.  Spicer  in  the  Mayor's  office? 

Witness — Well,  Mr.  Martin  came  in,  and  I  don't  think 
Mr.  Spicer  knew  him.  He  came  in  and  asked  this  question — 
''Mr.  Mayor  what  is  the  law  for  to-day?"  and  Mr.  Spicer 
gave  him  an  answer.  He  remarked  that  he  had  been  struck 
by  Hinsley. 

Jfr.  Wallifi — What  answer  did  Mr.  Spicer  give  to  Mr. 
Martin? 

A.  He  said, — ''We  have  tlie  same  law  for  to-day  that  we 
have  on  all  election  days." 

Mr.  Hagner — Please  go  on  with  your  narrative. 

Witness — I  introduced  Mr.  Sj)icer  to  him,  and  he  then 
commenced  asking  questions  of  him.  A  conversation  took 
place  betAveen  them,  and  Mr.  Spicer  requested  Mr.  Martin  to 
go  back  to  the  polls,  and  he  would  send  a  police  force  over, 
and  see  that  he  was  protected.  I  went  over  to  the  polls,  but 
saw  that  the  difficulty  was  over,  and  that  there  was  nothing 
there.  The  Mayor  insisted  upon  his  going  back,  but  he 
would  not  go.  He  said  that  if  he  did  go  back  again,  and  a 
difficulty  occurred  betweeii  bim  and  Hinsley,  that  he  would 
kill  Hinsley. 

Mr.  Hagner — What  was  his  condition? 

A.  I  thought  he  was  under  the  influence  of  liquor. 

Q.  Anything  else  as  bearing  upon  the  question  of  the  le- 
gality of  this  election? 

Witness — That  is  a  question  I  hardly  know  how  to  answer. 
I  have  been  in  political  life  noAv  for  a  good  many  years,  and 
I  would  consider  that  it  was  as  fair  an  election  as  v/e  have 
had  in  Baltimore  for  some  time. 
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Mr.  Freaner — As  peaceable  aud  quiet? 

A.  We  have  had  a  good  deal  of  disturbance  at  previous 
elections,  and  Ave  bare  had  more  than  we  had  on  that  occa- 
sion'. 

Bj  Mr.  WaUis — Q.  How  long  were  you  at  the  tenth  ward 
polls? 

A.  I  was  there  a  few  minutes,  but  I  was  there  two  or  three 
times  during  the  day. 

Q.  When  you  arrived  at  the  polls,  did  you  make  any  ex- 
amination for  weapons  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  The  only  weapon  I  saw  was  one  that  I 
picked  up  that  fell  from  the  pocket  of  Mr,  Fisher. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  rifles  being  taken  out  of  Erasmus  Levy's 
house  during  the  morning  of  election? 

A.  I  heard  that  there  were  arms  produced  upon  both  sides, 
and  I  heard  that  there  Avere  guns  on  the  street,  but  I  did  not 
hear  it  as  if  they  came  from  Levy's  house. 

Q.  When  you  heard  it,  did  you  go  to  Levy's  house  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  I  ask  you  Avhether  you  did  not  knoAv,  before  the  election 
took  place,  that  there  Avere  arms  and  rifles  in  Levy's  house. 

A.  I  did  not  knoAv  anything  at  all  about  it. 

Q.  At  what  time  of  the  day  did  you  first  hear  that  arms 
and  muskets  Avere  there  ? 

A.  I  don't  want  you  to  understand  me  as  saying  that  there 
were  rifles  or  muskets,  or  anything  of  the  kind  there.  I  did 
not  hear  that  such  were  there. 

Q.  You  came  into  HoUiday  street,  from  the  direction  of 
the  Mayor's  Office? 

A.  No,  sir;  I  was,  at  the  time  the  difficulty  occurred  in 
the  marshal's  office — I  Avas  coming  from  the  North  at  the 
time.  I  went  up  as  far  as  Fayette  street,  to  where  the  polls 
were  held — just  between  Fayette  and  Market  streets  ;  I  did 
not  go  farther  than  the  polls  ;  after  that,  I  went  back  to  the 
station  house,  and  for  this  reason  :  I  had  orders  from  Mayor 
Spicer  in  relation  to  that  day,  and  my  course  always  has  been 
to  carry  their  orders  out  rigidly  ;  I  have  never  suffered  them 
to  give  me  an  order  tAvice,  without  having  it  carried  out ;  I 
went  there  for  that  purpose,  and  when  I  saw  the  business  in 
charge  of  the  officers,  that  caused  me  to  leave  the  vicinity  of 
the  polls  perhaps  earlier  than  I  would  have  done.  I  went 
from  the  polls  direct  doAvn  to  the  station  house. 

Q.  Had  you  any  idea  or  information  the  day  before  the 
election,  or  was  there  anything  that  induced  you  to  believe 
that  there  Avas  going  to  be  a  disturbance  at  the  tenth-ward 
polls  with  the  Regulators  ? 

A.  I  had  reasons  to  belicA^e  that  Ave  were  going  to  have  a 


73 

good  deal  of  difficulty.  1  was  informed  that  the  party  op- 
posite (the  Keformers)  had  armed  themselves  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  charge  of  the  polls,  and  I  did  calculate  that  we 
were  going  to  have  a  good  deal  of  bloodshed,  and  I  armed 
myself  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  it  when  it  came. 

Q.  How  many  ofhcers  had  you  at  the  polls,  in  expectation 
of  this  bloody  conflict  ? 

A.  There  were  ten  men  ordered  to  the  polls,  with  some 
thirty  or  forty  around  the  mayor's  office  as  a  reserve. 

Q.  Come  back  to  my  question,  if  you  please.  I  ask  you  if 
you  knew,  or  whether  you  had  not  received  information,  that 
there  were  hostile  preparations  making  at  Levy's  house? 

A.  No  more  than  at  other  places. 

Q.  With  a  view  to  violence  at  the  next  election  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  No  reason  to  believe  it? 

A,  I  knew  the  character  of  the  people  going  about  his 
house. 

Q.  Had  you  any  reason  to  believe,  or  did  you  receive  infor- 
mation that  led  you  to  believe,  that  there  was  going  to  be  vio- 
lence, and  that  Levy's  house  was  the  rendezvous  and  centre 
for  these  people  that  were  to  be  the  actors  ? 

A.  Not  in  that  ward.  I  had  information  of  this  fact,  that 
if  the  demonstration  that  would  be  made  by  the  opposite 
party  should  take  place,  then  there  would  be  trouble.  As  re- 
gards information  for  preparations  for  anything,  I  had  none; 
none  came  to  my  ears,  for  it  seems  to  me  that  I  am  rather  un- 
fortunate in  that  respect. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  had  no  knowledge  that 
there  was  a  preparation  of  arms  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
the  trouble  ? 

A.  I  knew  the  character  of  the  parties  about  Levy's  house  ;  I 
knew  they  were  a  party  of  people  that,  when  attacked,  would 
defend  themselves  unto  the  bitter  end. 

Mr.  Wallis — You  never  heard  that  they  were  a  class  of 
people  who  would  attack  others  ? 

Witness — When  you  speak  of  Levy's  house,  I  hardly  know 
how  I  will  answer  that  question  ;  it  is  a  house  that  is  called 
the  "  Tenth- Ward  House  ;"  I  cannot  tell  you  much  as  to  the 
order  of  that  house. 

Jfr.  Wallis — I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  know  the 
character  of  the  people  who  frequent  that  house  ? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Are  they  not  people  reputed  to  be  violent  and  disor- 
derly ? 

A.  Some  of  them  are  ;  I  have  seen  parties  going  about  that 
10 
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house  whom  I  know  to  be  disorderly,  and  I  have  also  seen 
parties  who  pass  for  very  respectable  men,  and  keep  good 
society  and  are  of  good  standing  in  the  community. 

Q.  I  ask  you  whether  you  do  not  know  Levy's  house  to  be 
in  general  a  rendezvous  of  people  of  disreputable,  violent 
and  bad  character  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  those  characters  go  about  there. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  house  is  frequented  in  general  by 
disorderly  persons,  and  persons  of  bad  habits  ? 

A.  I  do,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  will  you  tell  the  committee  how  far  from  that 
house  the  tenth- ward  polls  were  held  ? 

A.  Perhaps  it  was  next  door,  or  there  is  a  house  between 
them,  I  don't  know  exactly. 

Q.  State  whether  to  the  police  generally,  and  to  the  mayor, 
and  to  almost  everybody  in  the  community,  the  general  repu- 
tation of  that  house  is  not  known  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  about  the  mayor  and  the  police.  The 
general  reputation  of  the  house  is,  that  it  is  a  house  of  the 
nature  of  which  you  speak.  In  reference  to  the  mayor,  I 
never  heard  him  express  himself  on  the  matter  in  my  life.  I 
am  only  speaking  for  myself. 

Q.  Can't  you  see  Levy's  house  and  the  tenth-ward  polls 
from  the  front  window  of  the  mayor's  office  ? 

A.  I  presume  so. 

Q.  How  far  off  do  you  take  it  to  be  ? — a  couple  of  hundred 
yards  ? 

Witness — To  which  window  do  you  allude  ? 

Mr.  Wallis — I  am  speaking  of  the  mayor's  office,  not  of  the 
city  hall. 

Witness — That  entire  building  is  called  the  mayor's  office. 

Mr.  Wallis — I  thought  it  was  called  the  city  hall.  Do  you 
think  it  is  a  hundred  yards  from  the  southern  window? 

Witness — It  is  a  very  short  distance. 

Q.   Can  you  distinguish  faces  at  that  distance? 

A.  If  it  was  in  mid-day,  I  could  distinguish  faces.  In  re- 
ference to  that  house  I  want  you  to  understand  another  thing, 
that  notwithstanding  all  the  characters  that  assemble  at  that 
house,  you  might  stand  at  the  Mayor's  Office  a  week^  and 
see  as  muoh  quiet  and  order  as  you  would  at  any  gentle- 
man's house  abont  town. 

Mr.  Wallis — My  question  has  reference  to  the  day  of  elec- 
tion. 

Witness — Yes,  they  could  be  seen  on  that  day. 

Q.  I  ask  you  whether  that  vicinity  was  a  proper  j)lace  in 
which  to  hold  the  tenth  ward  polls  ? 
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A.  I  could  answer  that  in  this  way;  I  heard  that  the  polls 
were  to  be  held  there,  and  some  one  connected  with  the  elec- 
tion, proposed  (I  really  don't  remember  who  spoke  to  me 
about  it,  but  I  think  it  was  judge  Martin  himself) — 

Mr.  Wallis — My  question  is  whether  you — 
Witness — I  would  like  to  give  my  own  answer. 

3Ir.  Wallis — I  ask  the  question  simply,  whether  you  think 
that  place,  the  vicinit}'"  of  Levy's  house,  was  a  proper  place  to 
hold  the  polls  for  the  tenth  ward  ? 

Witness — Not  if  you  could  get  a  better  place. 

Mr.  Hagner — Go  on  with  the  statement  you  Avere  making. 

Witness — The  reasons  given  to  me  was,  that  the  polls  were 
held  there  because  they  could  not  get  no  other  place.  That 
was  t]ie  answer  I  was  going  to  give.  I  really  don't  remem- 
ber who  it  Avas  that  said  to  me  it  was  not  a  proper  place  if  a 
better  could  be  obtained. 

By  Mr.  WcdUs — Q.  Did  you  direct  Captain  Brown  to  recall 
policeman  Baley  from  the  twelfth  ward  polls  ? 

A.  I  did,  and  I  would  like  to  give  my  reasons? 

Q.  What  were  your  reasons  ? 

A.  Because  he  was  drunk  and  disorderly. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  information  of  his 
being  so  ? 

A.  I  suj)pose  I  received  three  or  four  different  messages. 

Q.  Who  sent  them? 

A.  One  came  ii"om  the  judges  of  election. 

Q.  Which  judges? 

A.  That  I  cannot  tell  you,  it  came  to  me  from  the  judges 
of  election — which  one  it  was,  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  From  whom  were  the  others? 

A.  From  a  number  of  parties  who  came  down  from  there. 

3Ir.  Wallis — I  mean  as  regards  Baley? 

Witness — I  could  not  pretend  to  keep  the  parties  names  in 
my  mind  who  were  bringing  these  complaints.  I  could  not 
have  wrote  them  down,  perhaps.  I  satisfied  myself  that  he 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  be  there. 

Mr.  Hagner — Did  you  see  him  ? 

Witness — Not  on  that  day — I  did  not  have  an  opportunity. 
My  orders  were  not  carried  out,  and  I  ordered  him  to  be 
brought  to  the  Station  House,  there  to  be  kept  under  the  eye 
of  the  Captain  that  day,  and  do  dutj^  at  the  Station  House. 
I  would  like  to  go  a  little  bit  farther.  My  attention  was 
afterwards  directed  to  some  events  v/hich  caused  me  to  go  into 
a  further  investigation,  and  I  found  I  was  correct  as  to  Baley 
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— that  he  was  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  and  not  conduct- 
ing himself  as  an  officer  ought  to  do. 

By  Mr.  Wallis — Q.  Was  he  discharged  from  the  corps? 

A.  He  was  not  to  my  knowledge.  He  was  reported  since, 
by  my  orders,  as  it  always  has  been  my  course  to  report  every 
drunken  case. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Was  he  discharged  before  this  testi- 
mony was  taken? — [alluding  to  the  printed  testimony.] 

A.  He  has  never  been  discharged ;  I  reported  him  for 
drunkenness  to  my  superior  officer  ;  he  ^vas  suspended,  I  be- 
lieve. 

Q.  When  Baley  was  thus  withdrawn  from  duty,  did  you 
direct  any  other  officer  to  be  put  in  his  place  ? 

A.  Of  course  I  sent  some  ;  Sergeant  Bothwell  and  several 
other  officers  were  there  to  keep  things  peaceable  and  quiet. 

Q.  When  Baley  was  removed,  you  sent  those  up  ? 

A.  Of  course  I  sent  them  around;  I  was  sending  officers 
around  to  the  different  wards  during  the  day. 

Q.  Will  you  state  whether  you  belong  to  any  political 
club  ? 

A.  1  never  belonged  to  one  in  my  life  to  my  knowledge  ; 
when  I  was  connected  with  the  old  Democratic  party  I  be- 
longed to  a  club  sometimes  ;  I  belong  to  the  council  or  politi- 
cal meeting  of  the  eighteenth  ward,  but  as  to  belonging  to  a 
political  club  I  never  did  ;  I  always  have  thought  myself  a 
little  above  associations  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  any  meeting  of  the  eighteenth-ward 
American  council  immediately  prior  to  this  election  ? 

A.  I  think  I  did  ;  I  generally  attend  nearly  all  the  ward 
meetings  my  business  will  permit  me  to  get  at. 

Q.  You  think  you  attended  a  meeting  of  the  eighteenth- 
ward  council  immediately  before  the  election  ? 

A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Where  was  it  held  ? 

A.  I  think  in  a  room  in  Hollins  street,  near  Schroeder. 

Q.  Was  it  near  where  the  polls  were  held? 

A.  Perhaps  just  above. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  just  above? 

A.  The  room  just  over,  in  the  same  building, 

Q.  Will  you  tell  the  committee  whether  there  were  any 
arms  there  ? 

A.  There  was  not,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  any  arms  being  placed  there, 
or  of  any  arrangements  being  made  for  arms  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  being  placed  there. 

Q,.  Answer  the  question  generally.     Did  you  know  of  any 
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preparation  with  arms  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  clubs  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  I  did  hear  of  arms,  but  I  could  not  tell 
where  they  were  taken  to ;  I  believe  they  came  from  a  club,  but  if 
I  understand  the  term  club,  I  do  not  know  what  they  will  call 
themselves. 

Q..  I  want  to  know  whether  you  have  any  knowledge,  or 
received  any  information  upon  which  you  might  have  acted 
as  an  officer,  in  regard  to  any  armed  preparation  on  the  2nd 
of  November  election  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  You  spoke  about  both  mayors  giving 
you  orders  ;  what  were  these  orders  ? 

A.  The  orders  were  that  ten  or  eleven  men  should  be  at 
each  ward,  but  some  wards  had  more  than  others.  The  or- 
ders of  the  mayors  to  me,  in  company  with  the  marshal,  were 
that  everything  was  to  be  done  that  day  in  order  to  keep 
peace  and  quiet  throughout  the  city.  The  marshal  had  the 
arrangement  of  the  police,  and  of  course  I  obeyed  his  orders. 
The  orders  were  given  by  Mayor  Spicer,  to  the  effect  that  the 
police  department  were  to  use  all  their  energy  in  order  to 
keep  peace  and  quiet,  and  the  police  force  were  distributed 
throughout  the  city  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  Did  you  carry  out  their  orders  in  good  faith? 

A.  So  far  as  I  was  able,  in  every  case. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  the  mayor's  office  being  near,  or  in  sight 
of  the  tenth-wardfpolls  ? 

A.  Yes,  and  there  was  a  squad  of  officers  kept  there. 

Q,.  It  was  near  a  squad  of  police  ? 

A.  Of  course  ;  I  had  some  thirty  or  forty  men  within  a 
square  of  the  polls. 

Q.  You  stated  that  you  belonged  to  a  club  when  you  were 
a  Democrat ;  what  was  the  name  of  it  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  had  any  particular  name. 

Q.  "Were  they  political  clubs  ? 

A.  They  were. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  club  by  the  name  of  the  Calithum- 
pians  ? 

A.  They  belonged  to  the  old  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Wallis — Do  they  belong  to  that  party  now  ? 
A.  What  remains  of  them  call  themselves  so,  I  think  ;  but 
a  large  number  of  these  parties  are  away  now — all  scattered. 
Mr.  Hagner — Is  that  an  orderly  club  ? 
A.  Quite , the  reverse. 
Byilfr.  Wallis — Q.  You  have  stated  that  the  orders  of  the 
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mayor  to  tlie  police  force  were  to  use  all  their  energy  in  order 
to  preserve  peace  and  quiet  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  That  was  their  orders. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say,  that,  to  the  best  of  your 
belief  and  judgment,  the  election  was  as  peaceable  and  quiet 
as  all  the  energy  and  power  of  the  police  force  would  have 
enabled  them  to  make  it  ? 

A.  I  don't  say  so,  and  for  this  reason,  that  the  police  force 
have  one  duty  to  perfo  rm,  and  there  are  other  officials  v^^ho 
have  another. 

Mr.  Wallis — My  question  is  as  to  the  police. 

Witness — Our  duty  only  is  to  arrest,  but  it  is  no  uncom- 
mon thing  to  arrest  a  man,  five  or  six  times  for  a  similar 
offence . 

Mr.  Wallis  — I  ask  whether  you  mean  to  say  that  the  elec- 
tion  Avas  as  peaceable  and  quiet  as  the  police  force,  by  the 
use  of  all  their  power  and  energy,  and  clothed  with  the  au- 
thority they  have,  could  make  it  ? 

Witness — I  could  not  say  that  it  was,  because  I  cannot 
answer  that  every  police  officer  in  Baltimore  did  his  duty  on 
that  day. 

Col.   Wm.  Chesnut,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q,.  Please  state  your  age,  occupation  and 
residence,  and  what  you  know  regarding  the  election  held  on 
the  2nd  of  November  last  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  as  for  order 
or  the  reverse  ? 

Witness — I  am  aged  53,  and  am  a  grocer.  I  was  at  the 
fourth  ward  polls  probably  two  or  three  times  during  the  day, 
and  the  best  of  order  prevailed  on  all  occasions.  I  passed  by 
the  tenth  ward  polls,  and  everything  v/as  as  peaceable  as  ever 
I  saw  any  election  in  my  life. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  there? 

A.  Not  more  than  ten  or  fifteen  minutes — probably  I  might 
have  been  one  hour  at  some  of  the  other  polls.     The  only  polls 
I  visited  were  the  fourth  and  tenth  wards,  and  some  others  I   . 
saw  in  passing  to  my  business. 

Q.  How  would  the  last  election  in  Baltimore  compare  with 
others  which  you  have  seen,  for  quietness  or  the  reverse  ? 

A.  I  will  answer  that  in  this  way:  it  is  not  a  beginning, 
nor  a  shadow  of  a  beginning,  to  what  I  have  seen  twenty 
years  ago,  at  Avhich  time  I  have  seen  the  streets  running  with 
blood. 

Mr.  Wallis — You  don't  regard  tliat  as  any  justification  for 
others  of  a  similar  character,  do  you  ? 

Witness — No,   but   I   was  asked  to   make  the   comparison 
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Avitli  othei-  elections  that  I  have  seen,  as  I  have  been  an  old 
politician,  although  1  have  meddled  very  little  with  jjolitics 
within  the  last  four  or  five  years.  I  have  seen  the  mayor  of 
the  city  himself  knocked  down  for  trying  to  preserve  order. 

Mr.  Gaither — AVas  the  election  contested  ? 

Witness — We  were  trying  to  contest  it  among  ourselves. 

M7\  Hagner — AVhat  political  party  did  you  belong  to. 

Witness — The ,  whigs . 

M7\  Freaner — What  do  you  belong  to  now  ? 
Witness — Everything  except  Democracy. 

Mr.  Hagner — When  the  Whigs  were    defeated,  was   there 
any  contest  of  the  election  at  the  Legislature  ? 
^Witness — I  rather  think  it  v/as  in  Kennedy's  election  that 
an  attempt  was  made  to  contest. 

By  Mr.  Wallis—Q,.  Will  you  state  at  what  hour  of  the  day 
you  were  at  the  tenth  ward^polls,  and  how  long  you  remain- 
ed ? 

A.  It  was  probable  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  ;  I  was  told 
that  there  had  been  a  considerable  riot,  but  when  I  got  there 
I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  ? 

A.  Not  more  than  ten  or  fifteen  minutes — I  did  not  go  far- 
ther than  the  corner  of  Baltimore  and  Holliday  streets. 

Dr.  Piohins,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  Please  state  your  occupation,  residence 
&c? 

A.  I  am  a  physician,  and  live  at  the  corner  of  Lombard  and 
Hanover  streets,  in  the  thirteenth  ward;  I  was  at  the  election 
on  the  2nd  of  November  last,  and  as  I  took  a  little  more  in- 
terest in  the  last  election  than  I  usually  do,  I  was  there  al- 
most the  whole  day  ;  there  was  nothing  very  remarkable  oc- 
curred in  the  thirteenth  vrard.  I  went  up  there  about  ten, 
and  was  there  most  of  the  day,  v/ith  the  exception,  probabh^, 
of  two  or  three  professional  visits  which  I  made  during  the 
day,  amounting. to  maybe  an  hour  or  twos  intermission  up  to 
six  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  observe,  au}^  unusual  pushing  or  crowding  dur- 
ing the  day  ? 

A.  I  don't  believe  that  there  VN^as  a  single  voter  who  was 
prevented  from  voting  in  that  ward  at  the  last  election  day, 
who  desired  and  was  entitled  ;  I  saw  some  turned  off  from 
want  of  papers,  or  something  of  that  kind,  who  were  not  en- 
titled to  vote,  but  I  don't  think  there  was  a  legal  voter  turn- 
ed away  from  the  polls  on  that  day. 
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Q.  You  saw  no  intimidation  ? 

A.  Not  speaking  generally.  I  saw  one  little  disturbance, 
but  it  was  not  a  fight.  It  was  at  the  time  when  Dr.  Eobin- 
son,  who  was  the  chairman  of  the  Keform  committee  of  the 
ward,  left  the  polls  that  this  little  brush  occurred  ;  it  amount- 
ed to  no  violence  ;  I  had  the  opportunity  of  looking  from  a 
second  story  window  near  the  polls,  where  I  could  look  down 
upon  the  crowd  ;  there  were  a  few  parties  came  around  the 
corner  of  German^ street  that  had  been  drinking,  and  made  a 
noise  ;  they  came  around  with  a  little  rush  and  hurraed  once 
or  twice,  upon'^which.  Dr.  Eobinson  called  his  committee  men 
together,  and  after  a  little  conversation,  I  saw  them  retire 
from  the  polls,  and  were  not  there  any  part  of  the  balance  of 
the  evening  ;  perhaps  Mr.  Brashears  returned.  I  have  voted 
in  the  thirteenth  ward  about  fifteen  years,  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  council  election,  I  can  most  conscientiously  say 
that  I  never  saw|a  quieterMection  in  that  ward. 

By  Mr.  Wallis — Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  struck? 

A.  I  did  not ;  if  Mr.  Bean  was  struck,  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  prevented  from  voting  ? 

A.  I  might  have  seen  some  turned  away  from  the  polls  for 
attempting  to  vote  illegally,  but  I  don't  think  there  is  any 
persons  in  the  thirteenth  ward,  who  were  lega.1  voters,  that 
would  say  so.  There  are  ten  names  down  from  the  ward,  but 
I  really  think  these  ten  men  could  not  be  found  that  were 
driven  away  from  the  polls. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  threatening  or  intimidating 
voters  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  were  at  the  polls,  where  did  you  stand  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  day  ? 

A.  Part  of  the  time,  I  stood  on  the  curb-stone  in  front  of 
the  window.  Mr.  Brashears  had  the  Eeform  tickets  on  that 
day,  and  I  held  the  tickets  for  the  American  party.  We  both 
went  there  as  friends  to  promote  order,  and  I  intending  to 
assist  the  Keformers  in  keeping  order  so  far  as  it  was  in  my 
power,  for  I  had  no  disposition  to  see  anything  else. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  the  polls  in  possession  of  a  body  of 
violent  men  at  the  window  at  any  time  during  the  day  ? 

Witness — I  don't  know  what  you  would  call  in  possession, 

Mr.  Wallis — I  don't  think  my  idea  could  be  more  clearly 
expressed  than  by  the  language  I  used. 

Witness — If  such  a  thing  occurred,  I  did  not  see  it.  It 
was  at  no  time  at  the  window. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  any  rallying  cries  of  the  ''Little  Fel 
lows." 
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A.  No  sir.  FerhapH  that  was  the  crowd  that  came  down 
German  street.  There  were  a  few  drunken  parties  that  came 
around  the  corner  and  made  a  noise,  but  no  arrests  were  made 
that  I  saw.  It  was  rather  more  a  noisy  than  a  fighting 
crowd. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  Dr.  Williams  beaten? 

A.  I  heard  of  it,  but  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  Mr.  Bean  struck? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Hagntr — Did  you  see  Dr.  Chas.  H.  Moore  there  ? 
A.  I  do  not  know  him. 

Mr.  Freaner — Are  there  any  political  clubs  in  that  ward  ? 
A.  I  don't  think  there  are.     It  is  a  very  quiet  ward. 

James  Robertson,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  What  is  your  occupation? 

A.  I  am  engaged  in  the  sale  of  dry  goods  close  by  the  thir- 
teenth ward  polls,  and  that  is  where  I  voted. 

Q.  State  what  time  you  were  there  ? 

A.  I  went  to  the  polls  about  half-past  eleven,  and  voted, 
and  went  immediately  away.  There  was  no  disturbance  while 
I  was  there.  My  place  of  business  is  about  150  or  200  yards 
from  the  polls,  but  not  in  the  same  street.  The  polls  were 
held  at  the  corner  of  Sharp  and  German,  A  man  that  lived 
in  the  same  house  with  me  was  a  member  of  the  Eeform  com- 
mittee, and  he  came  and  told  me  that  they  had  all  left.  As 
soon  as  the  Reform  Committee  left,  which  was  about  twelve 
or  half-past  twelve,  I  again  went  to  the  polls,  but  remained 
a  very  few  minutes^,  and  again  returned  about  half-past  one. 
The  first  time  I  was  there,  the  Reform  Committee  had  not 
left. 

Q.   You  saw  no  disorder  or  intimidation  to  voters  ? 

A,  I  did  not.  There  might  have  been  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
order during  the  day  whilst  I  was  not  there,  but  I  saw  none 
of  it.     Reformers  or  anybody  could  have  voted  there. 

Q.  Did  any  other  persons  have  more  difficulty  in  voting 
than  you  experienced  ? 

A.  I  suppose  not.  The  thirteenth  ward  is  a  very  quiet 
ward,  and  so  far  as  my  observation  extended,  I  think  it  kept 
up  its  reputation,  and  1  don't  think  there  is  a  gentleman  in 
the  ward  who  will  say  anything  to  the  contrary. 

By  Mr.  Wallis — Q.  What  time  do  you  say  you  were  first 
there  ? 

A.  Half-past  eleven,  and  I  remained  about  five  minutes. 

Q.  Your  second  visit  ? 

A.  About  half-past  twelve;  about  the  time  the  vigilance 
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f ©mmittee  left  th©  ward ;  for  some  of  them  left  the  wards  in 
the  different  parte  of  the  city  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  How  long  did  yon  remain  ? 

A.  About  five  minutes. 

Q.  What  time  was  your  third  visit  ? 

A.  About  half-past  one. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  ? 

A.  A  very  few  minutes  ;  I  think  half  an  hour  would  cover 
the  entire  time  I  spent  at  the  polls  during  the  day. 

Mr.  Hagner — Did  you  see  any  unusual  disturbance  or  crowd- 
ing whilst  you  visited  the  polls  at  these  diiferent  times  ? 

A.  I  can  say,  during  the  time  I  was  there,  I  did  not  see 
the  slightest  obstruction  or  disturbance. 

Mr.  Wallis — 1  understand  you  to  say  that  there  might  have 
been  a  good  deal  of  disturbance,  although  you  might  not 
have  seen  it  ? 

Witness — I  will  go  this  far  :  if  there  had  been  much  disor- 
der there,  I  should  have  heard  something  about  it. 

3Ir.  Morgan — When  this  party  told  you  that  the  Eeformers 
left  the  polls,  did  he  assign  any  reason  tbr  their  so  doing  ? 

Witness — I  think  they  were  very  nice  gentlemen,  but  they 
were  misled  in  leaving  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Freaner — Do  you  think  they  were  misled  in  leaving 
the  tenth  ward  polls? 
Witness — Oh,  no!  I  spoke  of  the  move. 
Q.  To  what  party  do  you  belong  ? 
A.  I  am  the  best  Whig  you  ever  saw  on  earth. 

P.  Wilson,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  1  am  aged  64,  and  live  in  the 
fifteenth  ward,  No.  188  Hanover  street,  and  have  resided  there 
for  the  last  eleven  years,  and  been  a  voter  in  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore for  some  twenty-six  years  ;  I  was  at  the  election  on 
the  2d  of  November  last ;  I  reached  the  polls  somewhere  about 
twenty  minutes  before  nine,  and  I  remained  there  from  that 
time  until  twelve  o'clock  at  night ;  I  was  one  of  the  judges 
of  election  at  tlie  fifteenth  Avard  ;  we  had  a  most  deplorable 
state  of  things  in  the  morning  before  the  polls  were  opened  : 
I  speak  in  reference  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Kyle  ;  after  that 
passed  off,  I  have  never  seen  more  quietness  in  the  fifteenth 
ward  than  there  was  on  that  day.  I  am  not  aware  that  there 
was  any  person  either  beaten  out,  hustled  out,  or  driven  out 
in  any  manner  whatever,  entitled  to  vote  there  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  question  was  frequently  asked  of  men  of  the 
fjjyposit©  party,   '^Aint  you  going  up  to  vote,?"'     They  aaid, 
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''No^  I  don't  care  anything  about  Toting."  There  wag  a 
captain  there  who  was  asked  if  he  was  not  going  to  vote,  and 
he  said  "no,  I  don't  care  about  voting  now."  He  said,  -'1 
am  going  out  on  the  Hill,"  but  when  he  came  back,  he  did 
come  up  and  vote. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  he  vote  ? 

A.  I  presume  he  voted  the  Keform  ticket.  A  gentleman 
of  the  Reform  party  came  up  and  asked  for  a  ticket ; 
the  ticket  was  handed  out  to  him,  and  he  laid  it  down,  and 
struck  out  a  single  name,  and  Avhen  he  attempted  to  do  that, 
some  person  said,  ''  Don't  do  that,"  and  his  remark  was,  ^'I 
am  a  free  man  ;  I  am  going  to  vote  my  own  sentiments,"  and 
voted  the  Reform  ticket  with  the  exception  of  a  single  name, 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

A.  I  am  a  regalia  maker. 

Q.  In  counting  these  tickets,  do  you  recollect  seeing  the 
name  of  Mr.  Purnell  or  Mr.  Glaither  printed  on  any  of  them? 

A,  I  do  not.  The  tickets  were  counted  by  the  other  judges. 
I  had  not  the  opportunity  of  examining  them  except  in  si  few 
instances  where  I  was  referred  to. 

Q.  How  would  this  election  compare  with  others  which  yotr 
have  Been  for  quietness  or  the  reverse  ? 

A.  I  have  been  a  voter  for  the  last  eleven  years  in  that 
ward,  and  I  have  known  of  no  quieter  election  than  it  was, 
and  I  have  heard  the  same  opinion  from  every  one  who  wit- 
nessed it.  At  times  there  was  a  little  caperring  around 
the  window,  but  I  did  not  see  a  fight  nor  a  blow  struck  the 
whole  day. 

Mi'.  Morgan — If  any  disturbance  had  occurred,  would  you 
have  seen  it  ? 

A.  It  might  have  occurred,  but  in  all  instances  when  there 
is  a  disturbance  immediately  around  the  window,  it  causes  a 
commotion  in  the  crowd,  and  the  judges  are  very  apt  to  see 
or  hear  that  there  is  something  going  on  outside — I  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  disturbance  taken  place  after  the  disturbance 
in  the  morning. 

Q.  At  what  hour  did  that  disturbance  tak«  place? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  I  think  it  was  about  fif- 
teen minutes  before  the  polls  opened. 

Mr.  Stoclchridge — Were  you  in  any  other  part  of  the  build- 
ing beside  that  in  which  the  polls  were  held  ? 

A.  I  was  not,  saving  the  room  in  which  the  judges  were. 

Mr.  Hagner—Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubn  ? 

A.  I  do  not ;  the  first  club  that  was  raised  in  the  «ity  of 
Baltimore  was  called  the  Swan  Club.  T  met  with  thesj 
twice,  but  I  have  never  seen  them  from  that  dav  to  this. 
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Edward  L.  Thomas,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  live  in  the  fifteentli  ward, 
and  was  at  the  election,  there  twice  during  the  day,  the  first 
time  about  half-past  one,  and  the  second  time  about  half-past 
four.  At  each  time  I  was  there  everything  was  quiet  about 
and  around  the  polls. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  disturbance  ? 

A.  None  ;  There  was  very  few  parties  in  any  direction 
around  the  polls. 

Q,  Were  you  at  any  of  the  other  polls  ? 

A.  I  was  at  every  other  ward,  with  the  exception  of  three, 
and  at  the  time  I  visited  them,  everything  was  quiet.  I  vis- 
ited these  wards  in  the  afternoon  between  three  and  six 
o'clock,  with  the  exception  of  the  tenth  ward  which  I  visited 
about  twelve.  The  three  wards  which  I  did  not  visit  were 
the  17th,  19th,  and  20th. 

Q.  From  what  you  saw  during  that  election,  how  would  it 
compare  for  quiet  or  the  reverse  with  previous  elections  i* 

A.  There  is  no  doubt  but  the  quiet  that  prevailed  on  that 
day  exceeded  that  of  any  election  I  have  ever  seen.  You 
could  not  see  better  order  in  churches  than  I  saw  at  the  polls 
on  that  day. 

By  Mr.  Stockbridge — Q.  Were  the  polls  as  accessible  to  the 
members  of  one  party  as  the  other  ? 

A.  So  far  as  I  knew  they  were. 

Q.  And  as  safe? 

A.  So  far  as  I  know,  all  the  parties  were  around  the  polls. 

Q,  Did  you  see  the  tickets  of  both  the  parties  at  all  the 
wards  you  visited  ? 

A.  Not  at  all  of  them.  In  some  places  I  could  not  find  a 
Eeform  ticket  at  all. 

Mr.  Freaner — Were  you  at  the  eight  ward  ? 

A.  I  was  not  at  the  polls,  I  passed  through  the  ward. 

Mr.  Hagner — Did  you  see  any  Eeformers  there  ? 

A.  I  judge  they  were  all  Reformers  from  the  result  of  the 
election. 

By  Mr.  Stockbridge — Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  arms 
being  used  or  exhibited  at  any  of  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  saw  some  arms  exhibited  in  the  afternoon  in  the  hands 
of  parties  from  the  17th  ward,  but  I  did  not  see  them  used. 

Q.  Were  the  polls  of  that  ward  held  at  a  place  which  you 
consider  a  proper  place  for  a  fair  election  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  they  have  been  held  there  for  thirty  years,  \vith 
the  exception  of  the  last  three  or  four. 

Q.  Do  you  speak  of  thirty  years  from  your  own  knowledge? 


A.  I  speak  of  about  twenty  from  my  own  knowledge. 

Mr.  Freaner — Did  you  at  any  time  belong  to  the  club 
called  the  Black  Snakes  ? 

A.  I  belonged  to  it  for  about  three  nights. 

Q.  Why  did  you  leave  it  ? 

A.  Because  it  was  away  from  my  section  of  the  city.  I 
only  joined  it  to  see  what  it  was  like. 

S.  H.  LecouH,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  was  clerk  at  the  15th  ward 
polls. 

Q.  How  far  were  the  usual  forms  of  elections  complied 
with? 

A.  The  polls  were  opened  at  9  and  closed  at  6 — in  all  re- 
spects the  same  as  formerly. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  disorder  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  None  at  all,  from  the  time  of  opening  to  the  time  of 
closing. 

Q.  Was  there  any  barricade  ? 

A.  There  was  not. 

Q.   Could  you  see  what  took  place  about  the  window  ? 

A.  I  could.     I  was  only  about  three  feet  from  it. 

By  Mr.  StocTcbridge — Q.  Do  you  know  if  there  were  any 
arms  in  the  ward — either  in  the  building  in  which  the  polls 
were  held,  or  any  other  place  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  illegal  votes  were  received? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  much  acquaintance  with  the  voters  of  the 
ward? 

A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  certain  common  names  occurred 
very  frequently  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  there  arc  fifty  Joneses  in  that  ward  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Gol.  Houston,  sworn. 

Witness— I  was  return  judge  of  the  tenth  ward,  and  was 
duly  sworn  in.  When  I  arrrived  there,  Mr.  Hinsley  had  not 
come,  and  after  taking  my  place,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Mar- 
tin says,  ''I  am  appointed  judge  in  place  of  Dukehart,  and 
I  have  brought  my  clerk."  I  told  him  that  we  had  had  a 
meeting  yesterday,  and  had  appointed  our  clerk.  Shortly 
after  that  Mr.  Hinsley  came  in,  at  nine  o'clock,  and  was  sworn. 
After  the  polls  were  opened,  Mr,  Hinsley  told  Mr.  Martin 
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tliat  tlie  clerks  Avere  not  able  to  keep  tip  with,  two  judges — the 
Reform  tickets  were  coming  in  very  thick,  and  Mr.  Martin 
was  again  told  that  the  clerks  could  not  put  the  names  down 
fast  enough.  Mr.  Martin  said  he  had  a  right  to  take  them. 
I  gave  the  upper  side  of  the  window  to  the  Reform  party  and 
told  my  party  men  to  take  the  other.  After  a  little  while, 
Mr.  Martin  said  to  Mr.  Hinsley,  '\you  did  not  put  that  ticket 
in,"  (they  were  all  Reformers,)  and  charged  him  with  throw- 
ing it  on  the  Hoor.  I  asked  Mr.  Gill  to  say  whether  there 
was  any  ticket  on  the  floor — "l^o  sir,"  said  he^  "Hinsley  put 
them  all  in."  Mr.  Martin  replied  and  said,  ''Hinsley  did  not 
put  the  ballot  in,"  to  which  Mr.  Hinsley,  said,  "I  have  been 
abused  a  good  deal,  but  I  am  an  honest  man,  and  I  can  pay 
my  debts."  He  said,  ''I  doubt  your  honesty,"  and  Hinsley 
replied,  "if  you  doubt  my  honesty,  you  are  the  first  man  that 
ever  did  so,"  and  with  that  Hinsle}^  struck  him  on  the 
mouth.  Immediately  after  that,  perhaps  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes,  there  was  a  rush  made  at  the  polls,  and  at  the  upper 
side  of  the  window  there  were  several  discharges  of  pistols. 
Whilst  that  was  taking  place,  Mr.  Martin  rushed  to  the  win- 
dow, and  put  his  hand  into  his  breast  as  if  with  the  intent  of 
taking  out  a  pistol.  I  then  put  my  head  out  at  the  window, 
but  by  that  time  the  whole  crowd  had  ran  up  Fayette  street. 
That  was  the  last  I  saw  of  the  Reform  party  at  the  window, 
Mr.  Martin  then  said  to  me,  "I  want  to  go  to  the  water 
closet,"  I  said  there  was  one  back  there,  (in  the  house.)  He 
said,  "I  want  to  go  to  Barnum's  water  cluset,"  and  with  that 
he  went  out,  and  that  was  the  last  I  saw  of  him  until  some 
few  days  after.  Our  polls  were  free  and  open,  so  that  every- 
body could  come  up  and  vote.  I  invited  the  Democratic 
judge  of  the  fifth  ward,  (Captain  Lilly,)  to  come  in,  and  he 
did  so. 

Q.  What  time  did  Mr.  Hinsley  arrive? 

A.  I  suppose  just  after  we  were  sworn  in. 

Mr.  Hagner — (reading  i'rom  Mr.  Martin's  printed  testi- 
mony)— "Mr.  Hinsley  proclaimed  himself  chief  judge,  and 
said  he  should  be  the  only  one  to  take  tickets.  He  then  would 
take  all  the  Know-Nothing  tickets  ofiered,  and  would  pay  no 
attention  to  the  others,  and  take  them  from  the  same  hand  as 
often  as  offered." 

A.  He  made  no  such  remark;  I  took  the  tickets  when  they 
first  commenced  ;  I  saw  no  discrimination  in  the  manner  of 
taking  the  tickets  from  the  different  parties,  until  this  firing 
took  place,  I  don't  sup^oose  there  were  ten  Know-Nothing 
tickets  taken. 

Mr.  Freaner — After  the  firing  the  Know-Nothing  tickets 
came  in  very  fast? 


Witness — No  sir. 

3Ir.  Hagner — (reading) — "I  saw  liim  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief  take  votes  more  than  once  from  the 
same  person." 

Witness — I  did  not  see  Hinsley  take  votes  more  than  once 
from  the  same  person,  and  I  did  not  take  them  myself. 

Mr.  Hagner — (reading)— ''It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
that  a  voter  of  the  Eeform  ticket  could  roach  the  polls  ;  no 
foreigner  was  allowed  to  vote,  unless  some  of  the  rowdies 
vouched  for  him." 

Witness — When  a  foreigner  came  up  and  showed  his  pa- 
pers, we  always  took  his  vote.  There  was  not  the  least  diffi- 
culty in  voting. 

Mr.  Hagner — What  was  Mr.  Martin's  condition  that  day? 
A.  He  was  very  much  excited. 

Mr.  Freaner — Was  he  drunk  or  sober  ?  That's  what  he 
means  to  ask  you. 

A.  I  am  not  able  to  say  wiiether  he  was  drunk  or  not ;  he 
had  been  very  anxious  to  be  appointed  a  judge. 

Mr.  Gaither — When  Mr.  Hinsley  arrived  had  there  been 
any  tickets  taken  ? 

A.  He  was  sworn  in  before  the  clock  struck  nine,  and  no 
tickets  were  taken. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q,  State  whether,  so  far  as  you  know  the 
election  was  conducted  fairly  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  ;  when  a  man  came  up  that  I  thought 
was  not  entitled  to  his  vote,  I  swore  him.  The  only  fuss  I 
saw  was  about  half-past  nine.  The  firing  commenced,  I 
heard,  iipon  the  upper  side. 

Bv  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Do  you  know  Erasmus  Levy  ? 

A.  I  do. 

Q,.  Did  you  see  him  there  that  day  ? 

A.  I  saw  him  there  keeping  order,  and  he  told  Mr.  Wallis 
that  he  should  not  be  hurt.  He  is  a  quiet  young  man.  I  don't 
suppose  he  ever  drank  a  drop  of  liquor  in  his  life. 

Mr.  Freaner — (Beading  froin  Mr.  W^allis'  testimony) — 
"They  were  marched  up  to  the  polls  in  charge  of  the  man  I 
have  referred  to,  in  Indian  file,  where  the}^  voted  as  rapidly 
as  Mr.  Hinsley,  the  chief  judge,  could  take  their  tickets,"  &c. 

A.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  there  was  any  man  voted  twice  in 
the  ward,  and  I  don't  think  there  was  an  illegal  vote. 

Q.  Do  you  undertake  to  say  that  tlicre  was  no  man  voted 
twice  in  that  ward  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  there  was,  if  they  were  voted,  I  did  not 
»«9  them. 
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Q.  Did  you  see  a  good  many  hard  cases  brought  up  and 
voted  ? 

A.  There  were  some  of  them  dressed  as  genteel y  as  other 
people. 

Q.  Were  there  any  who  looked  as  if  they  had  been  kept  in 
a  coop  for  a  couple  of  days  ? 

A.  I  am  not  able  to  judge  of  how  people  look  when  they 
come  out  of  coops,  but  I  don't  thinkthey  did. 

Q..  You  say  that  the  election  was  conducted  peaceably  with 
one  exception  ? 

A.  About  half-past  nine. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  was  safe  for  persons  to  approach  the 
polls  after  that  time  ? 

A.  I  hardly  knew  when  the  firing  took  place,  when  Mr. 
Martin  was  at  the  window  I  put  my  head  out,  and  I  saw  Mr. 
Mott,  cashier  of  the  Farmers,  and  Merchants  Bank,  come  up 
and  vote.     After  that,  there  was  no  other  difficulty. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  a  commanding  view  of  Levy's  door 
on  that  day  ? 

A.  I  looked  out  frequently.  1  saw  nobody  going  out  nor 
in  more  than  I  would  if  it  had  not  been  a  drinking  house. 

By  Mr.  Stochhridge — Q.  Were  you  aware,  or  had  you  re- 
ceived any  information,  or  supposed  that  there  was  a  coop,  or 
deposit  of  arms,  at  Erasmus  Levy's  house? 

A.  No,  sir,  and  I  don't  believe  there  was. 

Q.  Nor  in  that  vicinity  ? 

A.  Nor  in  that  vicinity. 

Q.  Did  you  think  that  that  was  a  fair  and  proper  place  for 
holding  the  election  ? 

A.  1  do.  It  has  been  held  there,  I  think,  for  years.  I 
have  voted  at  that  polls  frequently. 

T.  H.  Huhbard  sworn. 

By  Mr,  Hagner — Witness.  I  live  in  the  tenth  ward.  I 
was  at  the  election  in  November  last.  I  arrived  at  the  polls 
perhaps  a  quarter  before  nine,  and  remained  until  about  half- 
past  ten.  I  voted  the  Eeform  ticket,  and  had  no  difficulty  in 
voting. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  disturbance  at  the  polls  during  the 
day  ? 

A.  There  was  some  shooting  in  the  morning,  and  the  Ke- 
formers  got  scared,  and  a  good  many  of  them  ran  away.  I 
ran  too,  but  afterwards  came  back  and  voted,  and  I  saw  a 
good  many  other  people  voting.  After  the  shooting,  I  saw 
no  obstruction  to  voting. 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  man  by  the  name  of  Fisher  there? 

A.  I  did. 


Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  politics  are? 

A.  I  think  he  is  Keform. 

J/r.  Freaner — How  do  you  know  ? 

A.  Because  his  name  was  down  upon  the  Keform  Com- 
mittee. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  voted  the  Eeform  ticket? 

A.  I  do  not.     I  am  not  able  to  say, 

Mr.  Eagner — Did  you  see  him  with  arms  ? 
.  A.  They  say  he  had  arms. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  After  I  left,  I  came  back  about  twelve,  and  remained 
perhaps  half  an  hour. 

Q.  Did  you  return  after  that  ? 

A.  No,  I  did  not.     I  remained  there  till  about  one. 

Q.  While  you  were  there,  did  you  see  any  unusual  amount 
of  pushing  and  hustling  ? 

A.  Not  a  bit — no  more  hustling  than  I  have  seen  at  other 
places. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  observed,  was  this  election  conducted  as 
quietly  as  elections  usually  are  ? 

A.  Well,  I  have  paid  but  very  little  attention  to  elections, 
and  I  do  not  know  much  about  the  usual  way  in  which  they 
are  held. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  elections  there? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  were  they  conducted  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  pushing  and  fighting  before,  but  I  have 
never  been  at  the  polls  when  shooting  was  going  on. 

Q.  So  far  as  your  observation  went,  was  that  election  con- 
ducted fairly,  after  the  firing? 

A.  I  think  any  American  Keformer  could  have  voted  there. 

J/r.  Freaner — What  is  the  difference  between  an  Ameri- 
can Eeformer  or  any  other  Eeformer  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  naturalized  citizens  had  much  show  there, 
unless  they  were  vouched  for  by  some  responsible  man  in  the 
ward. 

Mr.  Hogner — You  say  it  was  very  quiet  after  the  firing  ; 
do  you  know  whether  that  would  have  kept  men  from  the 
polls  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  what  it  was  intended  for  ;  it  would  have 
kept  me  away  if  I  had  heard  of  it  coming  from  another  part 
of  the  ward,  and  been  told  of  it,  but  seeing  it,  it  would  not. 

Mr.  Freaner — You  say  there  was  a  chance  for  an  American 
Beformer  to  vote  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  there  was  a  poor  chance  for  naturalized  Voters? 
12 


A.  I  don't  know  "wTietlier  a  foreigner  could  have  voted 
'  there  or  not ;  it  is  what  I  heard  ;  I  told  a  good  many  Keform 
men  that  they  were  a  set  of  cowards. 

Mr.  Hagner—-\N hsit  was  your  occupation  in  Baltimore  an 
year  ago  ? 

A.  I  was  in  the  lottery  husiness — clerk  of  the  lottery  com- 
missioners, under  Stewart  and  Roberts,  both  Democrats. 

Q.  State  whether  the  Eeform  movement  was  cordially  en- 
tered into  by  the  Democrats  in  Baltimore  ? 

A.  I  won't  speak  for  others — I  myself  said  it  was  a  Whig 
trick. 

it.  Alexander,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Uagner — Witness.  I  was  return  judge  of  the  six- 
teenth ward,  and  was  at  the  election  in  November  last  during 
the  whole  day. 

Q.  State  the  character  of  that  election,  for  order  or  other- 
wise ? 

A.  I  was  appointed  judge  of  election  for  that  ward  by 
Mayor  Swan  for  the  last  four  elections,  and  I  confess  freely 
and  openly,  that  I  never  witnessed  in  my  life  a  more  peace- 
able, quiet  election,  d-uring  my  nineteen  years  as  a  voter  in 
and  about  the  city  of  Baltimore.  I  saw  no  one  driven  from 
the  polls,  nor  no  concerted  action  to  keep  persons  from  the 
polls  ;  the  Eeformers,  when  they  could  have  voted,  would  not 
do  it ;  there  was  one  party  by  the  name  of  Wm.  Brown,  and 
many  others  that  I  never  knew  the  name  of,  but  knew  their 
faces,  that  I  invited  to  come  up  and  vote. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  club? 

A.  I  belong  to  the  American  party. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  see  of  the  election  ? 

A,  I  saw  the  whole  of  it ;  when  I  was  not  busy  taking  in 
votes  I  could,  look  every  way. 

Q .  Was  there  much  of  a  crowd  around  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  don't  remember  seeing  any  crowd  particularly,  except 
when  the  polls  were  first  opened,  which  was  caused  by  par- 
ties being  anxious  to  get  their  vote  in  ;  there  is  always  a  rush 
about  that  hour  ;  after  that,  any  one  might  have  voted. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  any  noise  of  any  kind  ? 

A.  Nothing  more  than  of  persons  who  might  have  been 
drinking  ;  I  saw  no  violence  on  the  part  of  anybody. 

Mr.  Morgan — Did  you  see  a  man  by  the  name  of  Richard 
Watts  v/ith  a  sword  on  that  day? 

A.  I  did.  He  had  been  to  a  ball  the  night  previous,  and 
I  supposed  from  his  actions  he  had  been  drinking  ;  as  it  was 
time  ibr  the  polls  to  be  opened,  I  felt  it  my  duty,  as  a  return 
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judge,  to  have  liim  carried  away,  and  I  ordered  the  police 
officers  to  take  him  away  from  the  polls,  which  they  did  ;  I 
saw  no  more  of  him  until  ahout  three  or  four  in  the  afternoon; 
he  went  home  and  had  a  sleep  and  came  hack  quite  a  soher 
man,  and  conducted  himself  very  orderly  indeed. 

Q.  Are  there  any  clubs  in  that  ward  ? 

A.  There  are  two  clubs — the  Thunderbolts  and  G-ladiators. 

Q.  Were  any  of  them  present  at  the  polls  on  that  day  ?. — 
do  you  know  them  ? 

A.  I  don't  recognise  anything  of  that  kind;  I  am  acquaint- 
ed with  some  Vv^ho  call  themselves  such  names. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  them  on  the  day  of  election  ? 

A.  I  did,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  members  of 
clubs  or  not. 

Mr.  Hagner — How  were  they  behaving  themselves  ? 
A.  I  saw   nothing   ungentlemanly,    except   in   this  mafi 
Watts,  whom  I  ordered  to  be  taken  av/ay. 

Mr.  Freaner — Do  you  sympathise  with  the  Eeform  move- 
ment? 

A.  Some  parts  I  do,  and  some  parts  I  do  not. 

John  N.  Wright,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  was  one  of  the  judges  of  elec- 
tion at  the  sixteenth-ward  polls  in  November  last ;  the  polls 
were  opened  and  closed  at  the  usual  hour,  and  I  regard  it  as 
the  most  peaceable  election,  save  one,  that  I  ever  saw  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore  in  that  ward.  The  voting  commenced  in 
the  regular  way,  with  less  than  the  usual  amount  of  shoving, 
and  the  onl}^  shoving  that  I  saw  v^^as  b^'ought  about  by  the 
anxiety  of  voters  to  deposit  their  ballots.  About  a  quarter 
past  ten  the  Keform  judge  left,  assigning  as  a  reason  that  ho 
had  been  instructed  to  do  so  ;  when  he  left,  the  clerk  was 
also  ordered  to  leave  by  the  same  party  ;  he  was  in  the  act  of 
taking  his  book  with  him,  when  we  requested  him  to  leave  it 
behind,  which  he  did;  I  saw  no  occasion  for  their  leaving  ; 
the  room  was  partitioned  oif,  and  the  judge  was  called  into 
the  passage  way,  and  when  he  came  back  he  said  he  was  in- 
structed to  leave  us,  but  he  did  not  say  who  called  him  out ; 
I  saw  no  more  pushing  and  shoving  than  I  have  seen  at  other 
elections,  and  not  so  much  as  at  a  good  many  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  arms  there  ? 

A.  After  the  Reform  judge  left,  he  returned  in  the  after- 
noon and  exhibited  a  revolver,  the  only  fire-arm  that  I  saw 
around  the  poll  that  day. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  he  was  going  to  do  with  it? 

A.  He  flourished  it  in  his  hand,  and  made  an  attempt  to 
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put  it  into  his  pocket ;  1  looked  upon  liim  as  being  sometliing 
under  tlie  influence  of  intoxicating  liquor. 

By  3Ir.  StocJchridge — Q.  What  of!ice  do  you  hold? 

A.  I  am  reading  clerk  of  the  first  branch  of  the  city  coun- 
cil ;  I  was  made  judge  of  election  at  the  prior  election. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  any  political  meeting  prior  to  the  las'*' 
election  ? 

A.  I  went  to  our  usual  council  meeting,  of  which  I  am 
secretary,  and  have  for  sometime. 

Q.  What  was  your  occupation  prior  to  being  appointed 
reading  clerk  ? 

A.  I  am  a  painter  by  trade  ;  my  employer  is  a  Democrat 
and  a  very  generous  gentleman. 

Mr.  JSagner — Are  you  aware  that  your  appointment  has 
influenced  your  opinion  ? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  I  give  my  testimony  without  regard  to  office, 
or  anything  else. 

C.  W.  Jamieso7i,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  reside  in  the  twelfth  ward  ;  I 
went  to  the  polls  on  2d  November  last,  about  twelve  o'clock, 
and  remained  a  short  time  ;  I  was  at  three  or  four  other 
wards  ;  I  was  at  the  10th,  3d,  4th,  18th,  19th  and  11th  ;  I 
was  at  the  tenth-ward  polls  about  ten  o'clock,  and  everything 
was  quiet  when  I  was  there  ;  I  remained  there  perhaps  half 
an  hour,  and  then  I  went  up  town  to  the  12th  ward,  and 
voted  ;  I  then  went  to  the  11th  ward  ;  the  boys  were  a  little 
noisy,  but  everything  seemed  to  be  free  ;  I  then  went  to  the 
3d  and  4th  wards  ;  after  standing  a  short  time  at  both  of 
these  wards,  I  went  to  the  18th  and  19th  ;  1  sav/  no  difficulty 
at  either  of  these  wards  which  I  visited  in  the  forenoon  ;  the 
3d,  4th,  18th  and  19th  I  visited  in  the  afternoon  ;  I  saw  no 
obstruction  to  any  voter  ;  there  was  a  large  gathering  at  the 
third  ward,  and  it  was  some  difficult  to  get  to  the  polls,  but 
by  a  little  perseverance  it  could  be  done  ;  so  far  as  my  obser- 
vation went,  I  think  the  election  was  very  quiet  in  the  wards 
which  I  visited. 

Mr.  Morgan — Did  you  see  any  flourishing  of  awls  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Freaner — Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Mr.  StocJchridge — What  office  do  you  hold  ? 

A.  I  am  clerk  in  the  Becord  ofiSce. 
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Edioard  Spedden,  sworn. 

By  3Ir.  Hagner — Witness.  I  was  at  the  election  in  the  six- 
teenth ward  on  the  2cl  of  November  last ;  I  have  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Baltimore  for  about  59  je&rs  ;  I  reached  the  polls 
about  half-past  eight,  and  remained  off  and  on  until  the 
close,  and  the  election  was  as  quiet  as  many  elections  that  I 
have  seen  before,  and  quieter  than  some  of  them  ;  I  saw  no 
intimidation  ;  only,  before  the  polls  were  opened,  Mr.  Woodal 
had  a  pistol  there,  and  was  taken  off  to  the  station  house  ;  it 
was  very  quiet  after  that. 

Q.  How  would  this  election  compare  with  others  which  you 
have  seen  ? 

A.  1  have  seen  it  quieter  sometimes,  but  it  was  as  quiet  as 
elections  are  generally  ;  it  was  very  quiet  in  the  morning  ; 
Watts  came  there  and  had  a  liitle  fuss,  which  was  before  the 
polls  were  opened. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  an  election  in  which  there  has  not 
been  some  trouble  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  a  good  deal  more  trouble  than  there  was  at 
the  last  election  ;  I  have  been  cut  with  a  knife  myself  before 
at  the  same  polls  ;  I  held  the  Keform  tickets  about  one 
o'clock. 

By  Mr.  Stockhridge — Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  prevent- 
ed from  voting? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  some  were  objected  to,  as  not  being  entitled  to 
a  vote  ;  I  took  one  or  two  up  myself  that  vrere  entitled  to 
vote. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  American  tickets  thrust  into  the  hands 
of  any  person  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  Although  I  voted  the  American  ticket,  I 
gave  out  Keform  tickets  ;  I  gave  one  of  them  to  old  Mr. 
Lamb. 

Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  city  council  ? 

A.  I  was  elected  at  the  October  election. 

Q.  Was  the  October  election  more  quiet? 

A.  No,  sir,  excepting  this  sword  business. 

Jacob  Waltemeyer,  sworn. 

By  31r.  Hagner — Witness,  I  live  in  the  eighteenth  ward, 
and  have  been  a  voter  for  nineteen  years  ;  I  was  at  the  elec- 
tion held  on  the  second  of  November  last ;  I  reached  the  polls 
about  nine,  and  remained  there  until  about  eleven  ;  after 
which  I  went  to  my  dinner,  and  returned  a  little  after  one, 
and  remained  till  the  polls  closed ;  I  saw  one  spree  in  the  morn- 
ing between  two  m(5n,  and  I  jumped  in  and  stopped  it ;  Mr. 
Drakely  was  using  a  cane  there,  and  a  gentleman  named  Mr. 
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Smith,  was  drawing  a  pistol,  and  I  cauglit  liim  "by  the  shoul- 
der, and  told  him  not  to  do  so  ;  I  ordered  the  police  officers 
to  take  both  these  parties  away,  which  was  clone  ;  there  was 
another  man  that  keeps  an  apothecary  in  Baltimore  street 
who  came  up,  and  I  saw  him  commence  striking  with  an  iron 
pestle,  and  he  got  heat.  The  eighteenth  ward  is  a  very  large 
one,  and  it  has  always  been^as  much  as  we  could  do  to  get  our 
vote  in  there. 

Q.  Was  there  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  crowding? 

A.  No,  sir,  there  \vs,s  not,  and  during  some  parts  of  the 
day  there  was  not  so  much. 

Q.  How  would  the  election  compare  with  others  which  you 
have  seen  for  quietness  or  the  reverse  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  it  a  great  deal  worse. 

Q.  Under  the  circumstances,  that  was  a  fair  election  ? 

A.  I  think  so.  We  did  not  poll  anything  like  the  vote  we 
always  have  ;  we  did  not  poll  1400,  and  we  never  polled  be- 
fore scarcely  under  2500. 

Jfr.  Gaitlier — Were  you  in  the  room  when  the  returns  were 
signed  ? 

A.  I  was  ;  and  Mr.  Brotherton,  the  Democratic  judge  (and 
he  has  always  been  so,  and  was  never  anything  else)  said 
that  it  was  the  fairest  election  he  had  ever  seen  in  that  ward. 

Mr.  StocJcbridge — What  office  do  you  hold  ? 

A.  I  am  clerk  of  the  Lexington  market. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  arms  drawn? 

A.  I  did  not,  only  those  of  Mr.  Smith's,  and  I  cannot  say 
certainly  whether  he  pulled  the  pistol  out  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Ephraim  Larrabee  prevented  from  voting  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Thomas  Hambleton  prevented  from  voting? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  the  apothecary  commenced  striking  be- 
fore he  was  assaulted  ? 

A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  stuck  with  awls  ? 

A.  I  did  ;  I  was  stuck  myself  with  them. 

Q.  Was  that  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  It  Avas. 

Mr.  Morgan — You  say  it  was  a  quiet  election ;  is  that  the 
way  all  elections  a,re  conducted  in  Baltimore  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  it  a  great  deal  worse,  but  I  don't  think  I 
ever  saw  any  awls  used  before  the  last  election. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Avhether  there  were  any  arms  over  the 
place  in  which  the  polls  were  ? 


A.  I  don't  think  there  were.  I  heard  the  report  of  one  or 
two  pistols,  but  I  was  in  the  backyard  at  the  time.  The  polls 
were  about  as  free  as  they  generally  are. 

Q.  Was  there  a  barricade  ? 

A.  We  have  always  had  a  barricade  at  the  eighteenth 
ward. 

Q.  Was  any  person  allowed  to  hold  reform  tickets  at  the 
eighteenth  ward  ? 

A.  Felix  McCiirley  was  there  distributing  Reform  tickets. 

Mr,  Freaner — Q.  Are  there  any. clubs  in  that  ward? 

A.  I  think  there  are  three — the  Ranters,  Little  Fellows 
and  Monument  clubs. 

Q.  Were  the  polls  held  in  Ranter  Hall? 

A.  I  do  not  belong  to  any  club  ;  I  was  always  opposed  to 
clubs. 

Q.  What  kind  of  men  belong  to  these  clubs  ? 

A.  Like  all  other  political  parties. 

Mo\  Stockhridge — Q.  Did  you  see  any  riotous  persons  not 
belonging  to  the  ward  ? 

A.  It  appears  to  me  that  I  did  see  some  of  that  kind  there. 

iJfr.  Gaither — Is  there  much  difference  betv/een  the  Rant- 
ers and  the  Calithumpians  ? 

A.  The  Calithumpians  are  the  worst  of  the  tvvo. 

Mr.  Freaner — Did  the  Calithumpians  commit  any  violence 
on  that  day  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  Hagner — Did  any  of  the  other  clubs  commit  any  vio- 
lence ? 

A.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of.  , 

More  testimony  from  the  second,  third  and  seventh  wards 
was  offered,  and  ruled  out  by  the  committee,  on  the  ground 
that  the  .committee  had  examined  as  many  witnesses  as  the 
remaining  time  of  the  session  would  justify  and  as  the  ques- 
tion at  issue  merits — Dr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Medders  dissent- 
ing. 

Pindell,  sworn. 


ilfr.  Hagner — State  what  you  know  about  the  clubs  in  ex- 
istence on  the  second  of  November,  and  give  their  names  and 
political  complexion. 

Witness^-There  are  three  clubs  in  my  ward — one  was  call- 
ed the  Staelites,  another  the  South  End  Association,  another 
the  Lazy  Club,  and  there  was  another  called  the  Red  Necks; 
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but  I  tliink  the  Eed  Necks  took  the  place  of  the  Staelites.  I 
was  connected  with  the  Staelite  club,  and  their  object  was  to 
drum  up  in  that  ward  ;  to  meet  the  primary  meetings  ;  to 
send  delegates,  and  nominate  in  convention  the  best  men  for 
office.  The  Red  Neck  club  formed  upon  the  same  principle. 
They  are  all  political  clubs,  with  the  exception  of  the  Lasy, 
and  they  are  a  club  who  meet  for  the  purpose  of  smoking 
segars  and  discussing  the  current  topics  of  the  day,  such  as 
Brock's  Railway  company,  and  the  Three  Cent  Railway  com- 
pany, &c.  The  politics  of  that  club  are  mixed  up — some  Re- 
formers and  some  Americans. 

Mr.  Hagner — Do  you  know  whether  there  are  any  Demo- 
cratic clubs  ? 

A.  I  do  not,  sir — not  to  my  knowledge. 

All  the  witnesses  present  being  examined,  the  committee 
adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place  on  Tuesday  morning. 


ANNAPOLLS,  Tuesday,  Feb.  21,  1860. 

The  committee  met  this  evening  in  McCullough's  house  at 
seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  Freaner  in  the  chair. 

By  Mr.  Schley — Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

A.  I  am  In  the  dry  good  commission  business. 

Q.  Doing  business  where  ? 

A.  In  Grerman  street,  between  Hanover  and  Charles. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Baltimore? 

A.  Since  1837. 

Q.  Are  you  one  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  city? 

A.  I  believe  I  am. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  voting  ? 

A.  Since  1843. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  last  election  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  In  which  ward  did  you  vote  ? 

A.  In  the  fourteenth. 

Q.  At  what  hour  were  you  at  that  ward  ? 

A.  I  was  there  at  the  opening  of  the  polls,  and  remained 
during  most  of  the  day  until  about  5  o'clock,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  to  or  three  times,  when  I  left  to  go  two  my  place  of 
business, 

Q.  Had  you  any  difficulty  in  voting  ? 

A.  Not  the  slightest. 

Q.  Did  you  witness  any  rioting  or  violence?  Or  just  state 
what  you  saw  touching  the  quiet  of  the  election,  or  the  re- 
verse, at  the  polls  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  2nd  November 
last  ? 

A.  I  went  to  the  polls  on  my  way  to  my  place  of  business. 
I  was  there  when  the  polls  opened,  and  everything  was  re- 
markably quiet  until  I  think  (but  I  may  be  wrong  about  the 
tim,e)  about  half  an  hour  or  an  hour,  when  there  were  two 
lines  drawn  in  front  of  the  window,  on  one  side,  some  man 
unknown  to  me  made  a  remark,  and  a  man  on  the  other  side 
13 
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said,  "You  cannot  vote  in  this  ward/'  I  did  not  understand 
him  as  saying  "that  he  should  not  vote/'  but  that  "he  was 
not  entitled  to  vote."  The  other  man  answered  that  "he 
would  vote,"  and  immediately  a  rush  was  made  towards  him. 
I  was  standing  a  little  at  the  hack  of  the  man  Avho  said  he 
would  vote,  and  in  less  time  than  it  takes  me  to  tell  it^  I  heard 
a  shot,  and  instantly  turning  my  head  in  the  direction  whence 
the  report  came,  I  saw  the  man  fall  into  the  gutter.  When  I 
heard  the  shot,  I  saw  one  man,  whom  I  understood  to  be  a 
Mr,  Styles,  with  his  pistol  pointed^  but  whether  it  was  he  who 
fired  the  first  shot,  I  could  not  say,  but  I  saw  him  fire  the 
second  shot.  Immediately  after  that,  there  was  a  great  cry 
of  "  down  with  the  Reformers,  "  or  words  something  to  that 
effect,  and  instantly  there  was  a  scattering  of  all  parties,  and 
a  good  many  shots  fired.  After  that  this  man  who  was  shot 
laid  some  five  minutes  before  he  was  taken  away.  I  remain- 
ed afterwards,  but  with  that  exception,  everything  was  very 
quiet  indeed,  only  there  was  some  noise.  There  was  a  little 
disturbance  with  another  man  at  the  window,  but  whether  he 
got  his  vote  in  or  not,  I  cannot  say,  but  I  think  his  vote  was 
refused.  He  lost  his  hat  which  I  picked  up  and  handed  to 
him.  I  was  there  the  most  of  the  balance  of  the  day,  with  a 
fe"^  intervals,  and  during  that  time  I  saw  no  riot,  unless 
noise  and  hallowing  may  be  called  so ;  but  I  saw  no  riotous 
acts  during  the  day.  During  the  afternoon,  a  little  fracas 
occurred,  which  did  not  take  place  at  the  polls,  but  was  up 
near  Paca  street.  I  don't  remember  any  other  circumstances 
worthy  of  note. 

Q.  Who  was  shot? 

A.  I  did  not  know  his  name  at  the  time,  although  I  have 
since  seen  it  in  the  papers. 

U.  Did  he  die  ?  . 

A.  He-died  I  believe  during  the  day.  He  was  shot  in  the 
eye,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  The  man  shot  at  had  been 
standing  at  the  curb  stone  at  the  time  he  received  his  wound. 

Q.  Was  there  any  prohibition  to  voting  ?  Was  there  any- 
body prevented  from  voting  ? 

A.  There  was  nothing  more  than  the  usual  amount  of 
crowding.  There  were  no  barricades  there,  but  the  usual 
anxiety  on  the  part  of  everybody  to  deposit  their  votes.  I 
have  no  recollection  of  seeing  any  man,  excepting  the  case  I 
have  first  mentioned.  The  American  majority  in  that  ward 
was  very  small,  and  the  figures  show  that  there  was  the  same 
amount  of  opposition  as  formerly. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  voted  in  that  ward? 

A.  I  moved  into  the  ward  in  October,  1857,  and  haue  voted 
ever  since. 
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Q.  With  the  exception  of  that  one  case,  was  there  more 
violence  at  that  election  than  the  preceding  ones  ? 

A.  I  have  not  heen  in  that  ward  much  at  the  polls,  nor 
have  I  paid  much  attention  to  elections,  except  on  that  occa- 
sion. My  object  in  going  there,,  was  because  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  talk  about  what  was  to  be  done,  and  a  good  deal 
of  excitem.ent.  I  had  no  connection  with  any  political  meet- 
ing for  the  last  three  years,  and  I  thought  I  would  go  as  a 
citizen,  and  exert  my  influence,  (for  I  thought  I  had  some)  in 
promoting  peace  and  quiet  at  the  polls. 

Q.  To  which  party  do  you  adhere  ? 

A.  1  voted  the  American  ticket,  and  assisted  several  par- 
ties to  vote,  without  regard  to  what  style  of  ticket  they  Avere 
voting. 

Q.  With  the  exception  of  the  one  instance  you  have  men- 
tioned, do  you  know  of  any  case  in  which  a  peaceably  and 
quiet  man  was  prohibited  from  voting? 

A.  I  do  not.  I  saw,  while  standing  at  a  distance,  a  gen- 
tleman with  whom  I  was  acquainted  come  up  to  the  outside 
of  the  crowd,  but  not  seeming  to  think  it  worth  his  while  to 
push  his  way  up,  walked  away  ;  I  don't  know  of  my  own 
knowledge  of  any  one  being  prevented  from  voting. 

Q.  What  was  the  American  majority  in  that  ward,  as  com- 
pared with  your  ordinary  majority  ? 

A.  I  really  cannot  tell,  but  the  majority  this  time  was  very 
small;  I  am  under  the  impression  that  it  is  smaller  than  it 
has  been  for  sometime. 

Mr.  Freaner — Q.  You  say  that  upon  several  occasions,  at 
your  ward,  you  rendered  assistance  to  voters  to  get  in  their 
vote  ;  what  was  the  occasion  for  that  assistance  on  your  part? 

A.  I  should  have  said,  that  I  assisted  only  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  was  acquainted,  by  asking  them  to  come  forward  and 
vote  ;  some  of  them  seemed  to  have  a  distaste  for  voting,  pro- 
bably arising  from  the  fact  of  the  shooting  early  in  the  morn- 
ing having  been  reported  through  the  city  ;  I  presume  that 
had  raised  fear  ;  when  I  saw  anybody  I  knew,  I  approached 
them  and  told  them  there  was  no  difficulty  in  voting. 

Mr.  Schley — Q.  Was  the  man  that  was  shot  an  American 
or  Keformer  ? 

A.  He  is  known  to  me  since  the  election  as  a  Reformer. 

Q.  The  man  that  you  saw  shooting,  was  he  an  American  or 
a  Reformer  ? 

A.  It  was  stated  to  me  since  that  he  was  a  Reformer. 

Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Do  you  knoAv  the  occasion  of  the  shoot- 
ing ? 

A.  I  do  not. 
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Q.   Do  you  know  the  provocation  for  shooting  ? 

A.  I  do  not.  It  was  done  very  rapidly  ;  in  less  than  a 
minute  the  shot  was  fired. 

Mr.  Schley — Q.  Was  the  man  who  was  shot  riotous,  or  was 
he  a  quiet  man  ? 

A.  I  did  not  see  him  in  the  party  that  made  the  rush  to- 
wards the  other  party  ;  I  cannot  say  whether  he  was  riotous 
or  not  ;  I  did  not  notice  the  man  who  was  shot  particularly, 
although  I  saw  him  fall. 

Mr.  Wallis — Q.  Was  not  Mr.  {Styles  himself  shot  three  or 
four  times  ? 

A.  I  believe  he  was,  although  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  By  whom  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Gregory  Barrett  shoot  him? 

A,  I  did  not  know  him  until  that  morning  he  was  there. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  you  saw  him  shoot  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Is  it  your  impression? 

A.  The  reason  I  cannot  he  positive  is,  that  I  did  not  know 
the  man  sufficiently ;  I  cannot  he  positive  that  I  saw  him 
shoot. 

Q.  I  ask,  is  it  your  impression  ? 

(Objected  to  by  Mr.  Schley.) 

Witness — I  saw  several  parties  shooting,  but  could  not 
identify  Barrett. 

Q.  To  the  best  of  your  belief,  was  not  he  one  of  them  ? 
.   A.  He  was  in  the  crowd. 

Q.  To  the  best  of  your  belief,  was  he  not  one  of  them? 

A.  He  was  in  the  party,  but  as  to  the  probability  that  he 
was  one  of  them,  I  cannot  tell  ;  he  was  in  the  crowd. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Styles  shot  ? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  he  was  shot  after  he  left  the  locality  of  the 
polls,  and  had  got  up  to  Paca  street  ;  I  saw  him  shoot. 

Mr.  Scliley — You  did  not  see  Mr.  Styles  shot  ? 
A.  I  saw  him  shoot,  but  I  did  not  see  him  shot. 
Q.  It  was  not  at  the  polls  that  Mr.  Styles  was  shot  ? 
A.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Wallis — Q.  What  was  the  reputation  of  "Sonny 
White?" 

A.  I  never  heard. 

Q.  What  is  his  reputation? 

A.  I  know  nothing  at  all,  except  what  I  saw  in  the  news- 
papers. 
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Q.  Did  you  see  Gregory  Barrett  at  the  polls  alter  you 
found  out  whom  he  was  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing  r* 

A.  He  was  standing  round  the  polls  ;  I  did  not  keep  my 
eye  on  him. 

Q.  You  saw  no  violence  on  his  part  V 

A.  No. 

Q.  Any  misconduct  on  his  part  ? 

A.  If  loud  talking,  and  shouting,  and  so  forth,  may  he 
called  so,  I  heard  that. 

Q.  What  was  the  tenor  of  the  loud  talking  ?  What  did 
he  shout  ? 

A.  The  tenor  was,  that,  as  the  Keformers  Jiad  commenced 
shooting  them,  he  was  "  down  on  the  Reformers." 

Q.  You  are  quite  sure  that  he  always  qualified  what  he 
said,  with  "that  the  Eeformers  commenced  it?" 

A.  I  think  that  the  crowd  were  all  hallooing  in  that  way_, 
but  exactly  what  he  said,  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  What  was  the  tenor  of  the  cry  in  the  crowd? 

A.  I  cannot  positively  say  that  he  halloed  at  all  ;  the 
crowd  in  which  he  was,  was  very  noisy. 

Q.  You  saw  no  violent  acts  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Heard  no  threats  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  particular  threats. 

Q.  Any  general  ones  ? 

A.  Though  I  heard  the  noise  and  cries,  what  they  Avcre,  it 
would  he  impossible  for  me  to  say. 

Q.   Can't  you  recollect  one  ?, 

A.  There  Avere  various  cries  ;  "  Oh  I  you  Rip  Raps  !"  was 
a  common  cry. 

Q.   What  else? 

A.  Well,  general  expressions  against  the  Reformers. 

Q.  Violent  expressions  ? 

A.  Violent  language. 

Q.  Threats? 

A.  No,  I  don't  know  that  there  were  any  threats  ;  I  don't 
think  it  would  be  considered  in  that  way. 

Q.  Anything  to  intimidate  ? 

A.  Well,  if  loud  talking  and  so  forth  Avould  do  it,  it  might 
intimidate  a  weak  man. 

Q.  Nothing  that  would  intimidate  any  but  a  weak  man? 

A.  I  should  think  not ;  plenty  of  Reformers  came  up  there 
and  voted,  as  the  returns  will  show. 

Q.  You  don't  recollect  of  any  intimidation  at  all  ? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect  anything  to  specify  it. 
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Q.  Do  you  think  anything  transpired  that  would  have  pre- 
vented a  man  of  ordinary  nerve  from  voting,  except  the  fra- 
cas that^,occurred  in  the  morning  ?  That  could  not  be  smelt 
all  day. 

A.  Well,  I  think  it  was  smelt  all  day  ;  I  think  that  it  in- 
timidated a  great  manj^,  and  gave  them  fears  that  it  would 
not  be  safe  to  vote. 

Mr.  Wallis—Men  like  Sonny  White  ? 

Witness — I  mean  that  better  class  of  citizens  who  would 
have  come  up  to  vote.  I  think  the  fracas  in  the  morning,  to- 
gether with  the  loud  talking,  and  hallooing,  and  noise,  that 
there  was,  might  have  produced  mischief.  There  were  no 
other  acts  of  intimidation,  except  what  I  have  mentioned. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Duffey  shot? 

A.  I  did  not ;  I  understood  he  was  shot. 

Mr.  Schley — You  speak  about  loud  talking  on  one  side  ; 
were  the  Reformers  all  meek  and  quiet  ? 

A.  After  this  fracas,  there  was  apparently  none  of  them 
about  ;  they  left  after  this  murder,  so  far  as  I  knew  them  ; 
there  were  j)lenty  standing  about  there,  however,  whose  poli- 
tics I  did  not  knov/. 

John  E.  Eshhacli,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Schley — Q.  Did  you  vote  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  which  ward  ? 

A.  In  the  eleventh,  where  I  was  judge  of  election. 

Q.  Will  you  now  state  what  occurred  there  that  day,  with- 
out waiting  to  be  asked ;  tell  us  the  character  of  the  election 
and  all  about  it  ? 

Witness — The  polls  were  opened  at  nine  o'clock  precisely, 
and  the  voting  continued  uninterruptedly  and  spiritedly  up 
to  a  short  time  after  one  o'clock  ;  at  that  time  a  member  of 
the  Eeform  party  harrangued  the  crowd  outside,  and  request- 
ed them  to  leave  ;  one  of  the  party  spoke  to  Dr.  Thomas,  and 
informed  him  that  the  whole  city  had  been  given  up  to  row- 
dies and  ruffians  (as  he  termed  it)  and  advised  him  to  leave. 
We  appealed  to  him  to  remain,  and  we  said  to  him  that  we 
would  stand  by  him  and  protect  him  to  the  best  of  our  abili- 
ty ;  he  remained  a  short  time  after  that,  but  was  again  re- 
quested to  leave,  and  addressed  thus:  "Dr.  Thomas,  why 
don't  you  obey  the  behests  of  the  Reform  committee  and  re- 
tire ?"  He  then  said,  that  from  information  he  had  received, 
he  believed  that  the  taking  of  the  ward  would  be  attempted, 
and  that  if  he  remained,  his  friends    outside  would  remain 


108 

with  him,  and  by  doing  so,  he  feared  some  of  tliem  might  be 
hurt,  and  that  he  wouid  leave  on  their  account  ;  we  told  him 
that^his  leaving  would  cast  a  slur  upon  us  ;  he  said,  "  gen- 
tlemen, I  have  to  say  before  I  leave,  that  I  have  not  seen  you 
do  a  single  wrong  or  improper  act  to-day."  He  then  left  the 
room,  and  about  four-fifths  of  the  crowd  outside  left  at  the 
same  time.  I  noticed  that  the  respectable  portion  of  the 
American  party  voted  and  retired,  whereas  the  Eeformers 
staid  there  in  force  uj)  to  this  time  ;  after  that,  there  was  no 
disturbance  ;  I  did  not  hear  a  single  complaint  that  anj^  man 
could  not  get  his  vote  in. 

Q,  How  long  did  you  keep  the  polls  open? 
A.  Until  six  o'clock. 

Q.  Were  any  improper  votes  received  to  your  knowledge  ? 
A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Were  any  persons  who  offered  to  vote  prevented  from 
voting,  to  your  knowledge  ? 

A.  There  were  some  in  the  afternoon,  whose  votes  I  re- 
fused, believing  that  they  had  voted  before. 

Q.  I  mean,  did  you  see  anybody  prevented  by  violence  or 
disturbance  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  hear  a  single  complaint  that  day,  nor 
did  I  hear  Dr.  Thomas  complain  of  a  single  individual. 

Q.  Did  you  yourself  see  anything  that  required  correction 
or  interposition,  as  a  judge? 

A.  Well,  there  was  a  struggle  going  on  during  the  morn- 
ing by  the  one  party  to  take  down  the  barricade,  and  by  the 
other  party  to  keep  it  there.  The  evening  before  the  election, 
Mr.  Durham  and  myself  met  Dr.  Thomas  at  his  house,  and 
we  agreed  that  in  all  cases  a  majority  of  the  judges  should 
decide  any  point  of  dispute.  Dr.  Thomas  then  proposed  the 
question  whether  a  barricade  should  be  erected  ;  I  stated  to 
him  that  I  did  not  consider  the  judges  had  any  right  to  erect 
a  barricade  ;  Mr.  Durham  agreed  with  me  in  that ;  Dr. 
Thomas  then  asked  what  our  views  were  as  to  the  expediency 
of  putting  up  a  barricade,  and  we  told  him  that  we  had  no 
answer  to  give  one  way  nor  another,  and  we  distinctly  stated 
that  we  had  no  right  to  order  the  erection  of  a  barricade. 
The  next  morning  when  we  came  upon  the  ground  we  found 
the  barricade  there,  and  in  possession  of  a  large  body  of  men. 
I  arrived  about  an  hour  before  the  opening  of  the  x)olls,  but 
as  soon  as  the  polls  were  opened,  the  parties  on  one  side  en- 
deavored to  remove  the  barricade.  They  asked  the  judges 
whether  they  had  ordered  it  up,  and  Mr.  Durham  and  myself 
stated  the  conversation  about  that  matter  just  as  it  had  taken 
place. 


104 

Q.  Was  there  any  violence  by  which  any  person  was  pre- 
vented from  voting  ? 

A.  Undoubtedly,  there  was  not ;  th©  eleventh-ward  polls 
were  free  to  all  voters  on  that  day. 

Mr.  Wallis — Q.  Was  there  any  rioting  outside  ? 

A.  There  was  in  regard  to  this  barricade.  The  one  party 
tried  to  remove  it,  and  the  other  party  tried  to  prevent  them. 

Q,  Who  tried  to  remove  it  ? 

A.  Well,  I  presume  it  was  the  rabble  of  the  American  par- 
ty. I  noticed  that  the  rabble  of  the  American  party,  and  the 
entire  Eeform  party,  was  there  upon  the  ground  ;  there  were 
between  20  of  the  American  party  on  the  one  side,  and  from 
150  to  200  of  the  Keformers  on  the  other  and  whenever  these 
twenty  made  an  effort  to  remove  the  barricade,  they  were 
lifted  from  the  polls  and  carried  bodily  away.  The  Eeform 
party  held  possession  of  the  polls  until  the  moment  they  left. 

Q.  You  saw  no  firing  or  struggling  except  in  relation  to 
that  barricade  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  no  one  struck  that  day? 

A.  I  saw  a  man  by  the  name  of  McLee,  but  he  was  the  only 
one.  When  the  crowd  got  together  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
pushing,  but  I  saw  no  blows  struck. 

Q.  Were  you  appealed  to  when  the  polls  opened  to  give 
place  to  the  challengers  of  the  two  parties  ? 

A.  Mr,  Norris  asked  us  to  give  him  one  side  of  the  window. 
I  replied  that  the  judges  had  nothing  to  do  with  any  such  ar- 
rangements as  that. 

Q.  You  declined  to  interfere  outside  the  polls  with  any- 
thing ? 

A.  Anything  except  where  there  was  a  breach  of  the 
peace. 

Q.  Did  you  interfere  with  this  party  who  sought  to  take 
down  the  barricade  ? 

A.  I  did  not,  as  I  was  satisfied  that  the  barricade  was  not 
lawfully  erected.  The  majority  of  the  judges  said  so.  The 
barricade  was  not  taken  down  ? 

Q.  If  the  judges  had  not  the  right  to  put  up  the  barricade, 
will  you  please  say  where  they  got  the  right  to  permit  it  to 
be  taken  down  ? 

A.  If  they  had  no  right  to  put  it  up,  I  did  not  see  that  they 
had  any  control  over  it. 

Q.  Even  if  there  was  a  breach  of  the  peace  committed  in 
taking  it  down  ? 

A.  I  don't  consider  that  it  was  a  breach  of  the  peace. 

Q.  You  saw  no  riot  than  that  you  have  described  ? 

A.   Tlio  only  thing   resembling   a  riot  (you   might   rather 
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call  it  a  row,)  was  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  Ee- 
formers  left.  There  was  a  rush,  and  the  American  party, 
as  usual,  were  carried  bodily  out  into  the  middle  of  the  street. 
There  was  but  some  20  of  the  American  party  against  some 
100  of  the  Reformers  ;  and  I  saw  those,  whom  I  recognized 
as  being  members  of  the  American  party,  retreat  in  the  di- 
rection of  Madison  street,  and  at  that  moment,  I  saw  one  pis- 
tol fired  by  the  Eeformers  at  the  retreating  members  of  the 
American  party. 

Q,,  Do  you  know  of  any  deposit  of  arms  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  these  polls  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  I  heard  from  different  parties  that  there  were 
arms  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  polls — they  were  in  the  house 
of  one  of  the  Reformers.  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  true  or 
not. 

Q.  Are  these  the  only  arms  you  heard  of? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  state  substantially  that  you  have 
never  heard  of  a  deposit  of  muskets  by  what  you  call  the  rab- 
ble of  the  American  party,  in  the  alley  close  by  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  hate  not. 

Q.  Were  there  any  arms  produced  on  the  street  after  the  Re- 
formers went  away  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  saw. 

Q.  You  saw  none  ? 

A.  None — not  in  the  street.  I  saw  this  pistol  fired,  and 
ta  t  was  the  only  weapon  I  saw  that  day. 

Mr.  8cliley — Was  the  barricade  taken  down. 

A.  No,  sir,  they  did  not  succeed  in  taking  it  clown, 

Q.  At  what  time  did  the  Reformers  withdraw? 

A.  I  think  it  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  half-past  one. 

Mr.  Wallis — Q.  Where  were  the  polls  of  the  eleventh  ward 
held  ? 

A.  They  were  held  on  Madison  street,  near  Larew's  Alley. 

Q.    vVas  that  the  centre  of  the  ward  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  and  I  will  explain.  The  former  place  of  hold- 
ing the  polls  was  objected  to  by  the  American  party.  The 
reason  given  by  the  members  of  the  American  party  why  they 
did  not  wish  the  polls  held  there,  was  because,  on  the  clay  of 
the  municipal  election,  parties  were  seen  up  stairs  going  back- 
wards and  forwards,  and  it  was  rumored  that  it  was  used  as 
a  depository  of  arms.  They  would  not  let  me  up  stairs  on 
the  municipal  election.  I  stated  to  Dr.  Thomas  what  the 
feeling  of  the  American  party  was  in  regard  to  that  building, 
and  tiiat  I  feared  that,  if  the  polls  were  held  there,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  American  party  would  go  there  armed  in  self-de- 
14 
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fence,  and  I  told  him  tliat,  in  the  excitement  of  the  day,  those 
arms  might  he  used.  We  then  next  went  ahout,  and  con- 
sumed all  that  day  in  selecting  another  place.  We  had  ap- 
plied for  several  places,  and  finally  we  procured  a  huilding 
on  Cathedral  street,  much  nearer  the  geographical  centre  of 
the  ward  than  the  former  place.  I  don't  know  whether  it 
was  nearer  the  centre  of  population^  but  we  considered  that 
no  reasonable  man  would  object  to  go  to  the  geographical 
centre  of  his  ward.  We  had  selected  that  place  on  Cathedral 
street  above  Bead.  Several  members  of  the  Keform  party 
came  to  me  on  Sunday  (we  had  selected  it  on  Saturday,)  and 
said  that  the  place  was  very  objectionable.  Mr.  G-ill  came  to 
me  early  next  morning,  and  accused  me  plainly  of  having 
selected  the  polls  for  the  purpose  of  butchering  the  citizens 
of  the  ward.  I  pardoned  him  on  account  of  his  age,  but  if 
the  same  language  had  been  used  by  a  younger  man,  I  would 
have  pitched  him  cut  of  the  door.  I  afterwards  told  him  that 
they  might  select  any  place  in  the  ward  v/ithin  a  square  of 
the  former  place,  and  we  would  take  it.  Mr.  Gill  then  went 
and  procured  a  building  next  to  the  very  one  that  had  been 
refused  us,  so  the  selection  of  the  polls  there  wais  his  work, 
not  ours. 

Q.  Did  you  select  a  place  in  Cathedral  street? 

A.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  difiiculty  in  procuring  a  suita- 
ble place  in  the  eleventh  ward.  It  is  occupied  principally  by 
large  residences,  and  there  is  no  wealthy  man  going  to  per- 
mit the  polling  to  be  held  in  his  house.  We  are  compelled 
to  hold  the  polls  in  small  places.  We  did  our  duty  in  going 
about  all  day  in  selecting  a  place,  and  finally  yielded  in  taking 
a  place  of  Mr.  Griirs  selection. 

Mr.  Schley — Who  went  with  you  to  select  a  place  ? 

A.  Mr.  Durham  and  myself,  and  we  sent  several  police 
officers  also.  We  took  all  ])ains  we  could  take  to  get  a  suita- 
ble place. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  say,  whether  or  not  there  was  more  difii- 
culty in  voting  at  this  i)oll  than  on  former  elections  whicli 
you  witnessed  in  that  ward. 

A.  No,  sir,  the  voting  itself  could  not  have  been  more 
quiet.  The  only  trouble  was  in  regard  to  the  barricade.  If 
that  barricade  had  not  been  there,  there  would  not  have  been 
a  single  scene  of  disorder. 

Jfi'.  Freaner — Q.  If  you  thought  tliat  that  barricade  was 
])roductive  of  those  scenes  of  disorder,  Avhy  did  you  not  have 
it  peaceably  removed,  so  as  to  prevent  this  rioting  ? 

A.  We  found  the  barricade  there  in  the  morning,  and  we 
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left  it  as  we  found  it.     Ttie  American  party  appealed  to  us  to 
remove  it — tlie  Eeform  party  wanted  it  retained. 

Wm.  D.  Durliam,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Schley — Witness — 1  believe  I  held  the  position  of 
_judge  of  election  of  the  eleventh  Avard  at  the  election  of  2nd 
November  last.  I  met  with  the  other  judges  there  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  was  there  from  eight  until  six, 
and  during  that  time,  I  saw  nothing  that  I  considered  riotous, 
and  nothing  but  what  I  had  seen  in  the  same  ward  before. 
What  occurred  on  the  day  of  election  I  cannot  say  much  about. 
There  were  some  little  fracases,  but  they  were  more  concern- 
ing the  taking  of  the  l)arricade  down  than  anything  else. 
The  American  party  appealed  to  us  as  judges  whether  it 
should  not  come  d©wn,  and  we  made  answer  to  them,  "that 
we  had  no  say  in  the  putting  of  it  up,  and  we  would  say 
nothing  about  the  taking  of  it  down . ' '  After  that  the  Ameri- 
can party  attempted  to  take  the  barricade  down,  which  was 
resisted  hy  the  Keform  party,  and  that  created  a  disturbance, 
and  some  blows  backwards  and  forwards  took  place.  During 
this,  I  drew  my  attention  to  them,  and  I  found  that  the 
American  party  had  no  show.  There  was  at  least  150  of  the 
Keformers  against  25  of  the  American  party.  Every  now 
and  then  there  was  a  little  rally  made,  but  it  amounted  to 
nothing.  When  we  ordered  peace  out  at  the  window,  peace 
Avas  given  the  moment  we  ordered  it.  Everything  was  quiet, 
but  at  one  time  during  one  of  these  little  fracases,  I  saw  some 
four  or  five  griping  one  man,  collering  him,  and  choking  him 
until  he  was  blue  in  the  face.  The  Keformers  were  using 
leaden  headed  canes,  and  were  hitting  members  of  the  Ameri- 
can party  across  the  head  with  them.  I  saw  no  weapon  used 
by  the  American  part}^,  but  I  saw  two  pistols  drawn  (one 
fired^  and  another  drawn  but  not  fired)  and  a  bowie  knife 
drawn  and  an  attempt  made  to  stick  it  into  another  man, 
when  his  arm  was  caught.  All  this  was  done  by  the  Keform 
party,  says  I  at  the  time,  "Look  there — we  ought  to  bring  that 
man  up  and  send  him  over  for  disturbing  the  peace."  This 
occurred  in  the  middle  of  the  street.  At  the  time  these  fracases 
occurred,  there  were  no  votes  taken  in  at  the  window.  As 
regards  Dr.  Thomas,  when  he  was  about  to  leave,  (which  was 
nearly  half-past  one,)  at  which  time  a  gentleman  came  up  to 
him,  (it  strikes  me  it  was  Dr.  Kobinson,)  and  made  somewhat 
of  a  speech,  and  advised  the  Keformers  to  leave — tliat  the 
whole  city  had  been  given  up  to  the  roAvdies,  and  that  they 
were  coming  up  to  take  tliat  Avard.  With  tliat  Dr.  Thomas 
was  advised  to  leave.  I  said,  "I  Avill  sustain  you,  and  pro- 
tect you  with  my  life,  if  that  Avill  do  you  any  good,  and  in- 
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cluce  you  to  remain,"  and  I  said  that  we  could  not  be  hurt 
inside, — that  if  he  went  away,  it  would  throw  a  stain  upon 
us  that  I  would  not  like.  Said  he,  ''I  must  go,  because  my 
friends  have  advised  me  to  do  so  to  keep  them  from  being  in- 
jured." Before  he  left,  he  says,  "Well  let  us  take  a  parting 
drink,  and  then  I  will  go."  He  wanted  me  to  drink,  and  I 
said,  "Doctor,  excuse  me — I  will  take  a  glass  of  water,  but  I 
won't  take  anything  stronger,"  and  after  drinking,  I  said, 
"if  you  will  go,  you  must  go."  Before  he  went,  I  said,  "I 
want  you  to  state,  in  the  presence  of  the  other  judges  and  the 
clerks,  whether  you  think  there  has  been  anything  done  ille- 
gally on  our  part."  Says  he,  "gentlemen,  as  regards  you, 
we  could  get  along  well  enough.  There  has  nothing  been 
done  illegally  among  ourselves,  or  on  our  part.  The  only 
difficulty  we  had,  you  examined  the  naturalized  citizens  pa- 
pers rather  close,"  Says  I,  "that  was  settled  among  our- 
selves, and  it  was  no  more  than  we  should  do."  Says  he, 
"that  is  nothing  more  than  proper,"  and  with  that  he  said, 
"I  will  bid  you  good  bye — I  have  to  go  to  save  my  friends. 
I  am  pledged  to  them,  and  I  have  to  leave  when  they  tell 
me." 

Q.  How  long  were  the  polls  kept  open? 

A.  From  nine  o'clock  until  six.  I  timed  it  with  my  watch, 
and  I  shut  the  window  myself. 

Q.  After  the  Keformers  withdrew,  there  was  no  rioting  or 
trouble.  * 

A.  Nothing  that  1  saw.  I  was  placed  at  the  window  the 
last  part  of  the  day,  and  I  saAV  no  difficulty  at  all  in  any  shape 
nor  form.  Every  man  that  came  up,  got  his  vote  in.  Plenty 
of  men  around  the  window  opposed  to  my  party,  have  given 
me  credit  for  assisting  them  in  coming  up  to  vote. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  that  any  legally  qualified  vo- 
ter was  refused  his  vote  that  day  ? 

A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Were  there  any  persons  entitled  to  vote  prevented  by 
anythmg  that  occurred  there  from  voting  ? 

A.  No. 

Mr.  Freaner — So  far  as  your  own  knowledge  is  concerned? 
A.  Yes,  but  I  saw  pretty  much  all  that  transpired  that 
day. 

Mr.  Wallis — You  saw  no  riot  that  day  ? 

A.  Nothing  more  than  the  taking  of  the  barricade  down, 
and  they  referred  to  us  whether  it  was  proper  that  it  should 
be  there.     The  riot  was  of  no  consequence  at  all. 

Q.  Was  there  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  American 
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party  to  take  the  barricade  clown  after  tlie  Eeformers  went 
away  ? 

A.  None  at  all ;  everything  was  very  quiet  after  they  went 
away.  I  felt  more  at  ease  after  the  Keformers  went  away 
than  I  had  done  the  whole  day,  because  the  crowd  disminish- 
ed,  which  lessened  the  anxiety  on  a  person's  mind.  Every- 
thing appeared  quieter  than  before. 

Q,,  The  American  party  made  no  effort  to  take  down  the 
barricade  after  the   Reiormers  left  ? 

A.  They  made  no  effort,  because  during  the  scramblings, 
all  that  they  cared  about  being  taken  down  was  pretty  much 
accomplished.  It  was  pretty  nearly  all  down  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  platform  which  was  necessary. 

Q.  There  was  no  effort  made  by  the  American  party  to 
pull  the  platform  down  before  the  Keform  party  left  ? 

A.  They  did  not  attempt  it ;  the  opposite  party  was  so 
strong,  that  they  had  no  power. 

Q.  The  platform  was  necessary,  you  say  ? 

A.  That  was  necessary,  and  all  that  was  required  there. 
The  pen  was  the  part  they  wanted  down, 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say,  they  attempted  to  take  the 
platform  down  ? 

A.  I  stated  all  but  the  platform.  This  ]3en  that  was  erect- 
ed, just  as  if  you  were  going  into  a  horses  stable,  that  was 
the  part  the  effort  was  made  to  take  down. 

Mr.  Freaner—Q.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  Reformers  leaving 
the  polls,  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
the  election  as  regards  that  ward  ? 

A.  It  was  more  peaceable  and — 

Mr.  Freaner — Not  comparatively — what  is  your  opinion  as 
to  the  peace  and  quiet  on  that  day  ? 
Witness — It  was  very  good. 

Mr.  Wallis — I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  saw  the  pis- 
tols (one  of  them  fired  and  one  not)  and  a  bowie  knife  drawn. 
How  far  from  the  polls  was  that  ? 

A.  I  suppose  fifty  yards. 

Q.  Do  you  regard  demonstrations  of  that  kind  as  indica- 
tions of  peace  and  quiet  ? 

A.  I  considered  that  all  outside  of  the  curbstone  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  voting.  Every  man  could  go  up  and  vote 
without  being  in  the  middle  of  the  street. 

Mr.    Schley — Have   you   attended   other   elections    besides 
this? 
A,  Yes. 


110 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  an  election  in  your  life  at  which  there 
was  not  some  pushing  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  elections  in  the  county  and  city  both,  I  have 
voted  in  the  eleventh  ward  for  ten  years,  and  I  never  saw  a 
quieter  election  than  we  had  this  time  ;  it  certainly  was  spo- 
ken of  by  the  majority  of  the  men  around  my  neighborhood 
as  being  peaceable  and  quiet,  and  Iknowl  made  many  friends 
by  telling  them  to  come  up  and  deposit  their  ballots,  as  they 
seemed  to  be  a  little  timid,  I  put  my  head  out  at  the  window 
and  told  them  to  come  up  and  vote. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  an  election  at  which  there  was  not 
some  confusion  ? 

A.  Never  in  my  life. 

Mr.  Wallis — Did  you  ever  see  an  election  at  which  deadly 
weapons  were  not  produced? 

A.  I  don't  know  as  I  ever  did. 

Q.  In  city  or  county? 

A.  In  city  or  county.  I  have  seen  my  father  kicked  away 
from  the  polls,  and  then  shot  at,  the  bullet  passing  through 
his  hat. 

Q.  Never  saw  an  election  at  which  there  were  not  people 
shot  at  ? 

A,  I  do  not  remember  ever  going  to  the  polls  but  what  I 
saw  somebody  injured  more  or  less  \)j  deadly  weapons. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  an  election  at  which  there -was  not 
somebody  shot  at  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  I  did.  I  don't  think  I  ever  saw  an  elec- 
tion at  which  there  was  not  somebody  injured — I  would  not 
say  positively,  shot  at,  because  one  weapon  is  a  deadly  wea- 
pon if  it  kills  you  in  any  way  you  take  it.  I  think  if  one 
gets  stuck  with  a  knife,  it  is  a  deadly  weapon  if  it  kills  him. 

Wm.  Addison,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Schley — Witness.  I  was  one  of  the  judges  of  elec- 
tion at  the  seventeenth  ward  on  the  second  of  November  last. 
I  arrived  there  sometime  about  half-past  eight  in  the  morning. 
All  was  quiet,  and  I  must  say  that  that  Avard  was  very  quiet 
all  day.  There  was  no  opposition  at  all  hardly.  The  voters 
that  came  Avere  pretty  much  all  of  one  side.  There  Avas  no 
stripe.  It  appeared  to  me  that  the  Eeform  or  Democratic 
party  had  made  up  their  minds  beforehand  that  they  would 
pot  vote  and  there  Avas  no  attempt  to  vote.  We  took  in  24 
Democratic  or  Eeform  votes  during  the  day.  I  do  not  knoAv 
that  I  saw  more  than  one  man  deterred  from  voting,  and  he 
Aves  ^leterred  by  a  drunken  man;  the  gentleman  deterred  from 
voting  Avas  named  Winter — a  very  respectable  man.     We  had 


Ill 

little  or  no  firiug  about  the  polls  during  the  day  ;  and  I  did 
not  see  a  ]>istol,  nor  knife,  nor  anything"  of  the  kind  on  the 
ground.  I  saw  persons  with  pistols  sticking  in  their  pockets 
but  I  saw  none  drawn.  I  believe  it  is  becoming  very  common 
in  Baltimore  for  almost  everybody  to  carry  pistols — decent 
men  as  well  as  rowdies.     I  never  carry  one,  I  know. 

Q.  Were  the  polls  kept  open  ? 

A.  They  were  opened  at  nine  and  closed  at  six  within  a 
minute.  I  think  we  closed  the  window  one  minute  before  six 
on  account  of  the  rushing  outside,  and  there  was  such  a  noise 
that  we  could  not  hear  ourselves  talking.  It  was  a  hunching 
round  the  window,  by  persons  that  I  thought  had  voted  be- 
fore, and  to  prevent  an  attempt  at  voting  again  I  closed  the 
window  one  minute  before  six. 

Q.  Were  there  any  illegal  votes  received  ? 

A.  None  that  I  know. 

Q.  Were  any  legal  voters  prevented  from  voting  ? 

A.  One  man  attempted  to  vote,  and  walked  away  because 
a  drunken  rowdy  gave  him  a  shove  off.  There  was  no  other 
man  that  I  saw  interf erred  with  him.  I  called  to  him  to  come 
up  again,  and  I  called  for  the  police,  but  at  that  time  the  po- 
lice had  gone  away  down  to  the  fifteenth  ward  where  Mr. 
Kyle  had  been  killed.  There  was  no  one  to  arrest  this 
drunken  man,  but  I  sent  a  police  officer  after  the  voter  to 
bring  him  up,  but  I  believe  that  is  the  only  case  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Wallis — Q.  Could  you  see  very  easily  what  took 
place  on  the  street  ? 

A.  I  could  see  anything  that  took  place  in  front  of  the  win- 
dow.    Sometimes  I  could  not  see  very  far. 

Q .   Could  you  see  on  both  sides  of  the  window  ? 

A.  Not  far,  because  there  was  a  crowd  generally  standing 
on  each  side  of  the  window.  When  the  voting  was  going  on 
I  had  as  much  as  I  could  do  to  scrutinize  the  votes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Eeader  knocked  down? 

A,  I  did  not.  If  he  Avas  knocked  down^  it  was  not  at  the 
polls. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  "at  the  polls  ?" 

A.   Within  ten  or  fifteen  i'eet  of  the  window. 

Q.   Could  you  not  see  farther  than  that? 

A.  Not  without  jjutting  my  head  out  at  the  window. 

Q.  Did  you  do  that  ? 

A.  I  could  not  attend  to  my  business  and  do  it,  although 
I  did  do  it  sometimes.  We  took  between  twelve  and  thirteen 
hundred  votes  between  nine  and  six  o'clock,  and  after  scruti 
nizing  them,  and  asking  questions  of  those  we  thought  any 
suspicious,  it  was  out  of  our  power  to  look  out  often.  In  the 
ward  I  am  in,  there  a  great  many  Germans — in  fact,  all  the 
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Eeform  vote  that  we  would  have  had  there  would  have  been 
pretty  much  of  a  German  vote.  They  are  a  timid  set  of  men, 
and  they  would  not  vote,  nor  did  they  attempt  to  vote. 

Mr.  Freaner — Something  must  have  operated  upon  their 
minds  to  produce  that  effect  ? 

A.  The  Grermans  are  a  very  timid  set  of  men,  and  they 
would  rather  not  vote  than  encounter  the  least  difficulty  in 
voting. 

Mr.  WalUs — Did  you  see  Mr.  Swindell  knocked  down  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  I  took  his  ticket  from  him  myself,  and  saw 
him  start  away  from  the  window. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  violence  offered  to  Mr.  Fry  or  Mr. 
Winter  ? 

A.  I  think  I  saw  Fry  struck  by  some  drunken  man,  but  I 
cannot  be  positive. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Winter? 

A.  I  did  not,  and  I  am  satisfied  he  was  not  struck.  Fry 
was  struck  before  he  came  to  the  polls,  and  he  went  off  and 
did  not  come  back.  He  was  not  near  the  window,  and  did 
not  attempt  to  put  his  ticket  in — I  know  he  didn't. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  threats  or  abuse  to  Mr.  Swindell? 

A.  Yes,  there  always  is.  It  is  a  common  thing  in  that 
ward — I  have  been  abused  myself. 

Q.  I  ask  you,  whether  you  heard  Mr.  Swindell  cursed  and 
abused  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anybody  threaten  to  drag  him  out  of  the 
window  ? 

A,  Not  that  I  recollect  of. 

Q.  Where  were  the  polls  held  in  that  ward? 

A.  In  Henrietta  street,  near  the  corner  of  Light,  in  the 
back  building  of  the  side  room. 

Q.  Was  it  the  head  quarters  of  the  Tiger  Club? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  don't  know,  it  was  a  tavern — I  don't  know 
what  club — I  don^t  think  it  is  the  Tigers. 

Q.  Was  it  the  head  quarters  of  any  club  ? 

A.  I  don't  know. 

Q-.  Is  it  the  rendezvous  of  any  club  ? 

A.  It  is  a  place  where  they  meet  a  good  deal — I '  believe 
sometimes  hold  meetings  there — but  the  Tiger  club  generally 
meet  in  a  different  neighborhood.  They  generally  meet  in 
Hamburg  street,  at  a  lager  beer  house.  They  may  meet 
there,  but  if  they  do,  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Was  the  window  of  the  polls  taken  possession  of  by  any 
party  that  morning  ? 

Witness — What  do  yon  call  taken  possession  of? 
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Mr.  PFaW'is— Crowding  around  and  controlling  tlie  access 
to  them. 

Witness — There  was  a  good  deal  of  crowding.  I  believe 
that  most  people  were  allowed  to  vote  that  attempted  it.  I 
believe  there  were  a  great  many  gentlemen  attempted  it. 

Q..  I  want  to  know  whether  any  clubs  or  riotous  persons 
took  possession  of  the  polls  and  controlled  them  ? 

A.  As  regards  clubs,  I  cannot  say  who  belonged  to  them. 

Q.  Any  riotous  persons  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  were  riotous  persons  about,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  take  possession  of  the  polls  ? 

A.  There  were  very  few  there. 

Q.  Did  they  control  the  access  to  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  don't  know — sometimes  they  might. 

Mr.  Schley — Do  you  know  this  of  your  own  knowledge  ? 

A.  It  might, 

James  E.  TJiumbert,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Schley — Q.  Be  good  enough  to  state,  if  you  please, 
whether  you  were  at  the  election  on  the  2d  of  November  last, 
and  state  what  took  place  ? 

A.  I  acted  as  clerk  in  the  seventeenth  ward  on  that  day  ; 
the  character  of  the  election  was  very  much  of  that  order  of 
peace  and  quiet  ;  so  much  so,  that  there  was  no  objection  at 
all  from  the  very  opening  until  the  returns  were  made  at  the 
close  of  the  day  ;  the  polls  were  opened  at  nine  and  closed  at 
six  ;  the  remark  of  Mr.  Swindell  to  us  (our  opponent  judge 
on  the  day  of  election)  was,  that  he  expressed  himself  as  de- 
cidedly pleased  with  the  uprightness,  straight-forwardness 
and  purity  of  the  management  of  the  occurrences  around 
him. 

Mr.  Freaner — You  mean  in  the  room  ? 

Mr.  Schley — What  came  under  his  observation. 

Witness — He  stated  that  he  was  infinitely  better  pleased 
with  the  manner,  management  and  doings  of  those  that  voted 
and  of  those  that  were  about  the  polls  :  that  he  had  been  at 
the  municipal  election  which  preceded  it  a  short  time  before 
— about  a  month. 

Mr.  Freaner — Are  you  stating  the  exact  language  of  Mr. 
Swindell  ? 

Witness — Yes,  as  near  as  I  can.  At  the  close  of  the  day, 
he,  Mr.  Addison  and  I,  retired  and  walked  home  together — . 

Mr.  Freaner — State  anything  that  came  under  your  own 
observation  during  the  day. 

Witness — So  far  as  came  under  my  own  knowledge,  and  so 
15 
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far  as  I  could  observe  myself,  when  an  intermission  ocourred 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  there  was  nobodj'^  about  the  window, 
we  had  an  opportunity  to  look  out,  and  could  see  across  the 
street,  as  the  polls  were  held  at  the  corner  of  Light  and  Hen- 
rietta streets  ;  I  remember  looking  (perhaps  it  might  be  up 
Warren  street),  which  is  a  distance  of  some  one  hundred 
yards — I  suppose  five  hundred,  I  took  the  liberty  of  asking 
some  gentlemen  to  come  up  and  vote ;  there  seemed  to  be 
some  standing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  not  com- 
ing up  to  vote.     That's  pretty  much  all  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  WalUs — Q.  Did  these  gentlemen  accept  the  invitation? 

A.  Yes  ;  some  one  of  them. 

Q.  Only  one? 

A.  That's  all  I  know  of;  I  waAv  him  standing  at  the  corner 
a  long  time. 

Q.  You  heard  no  violence  about  the  polls,  nor  saw  any  ? 

A.  Well,  so  far  as  violence  is  concerned,  I  heard  some 
noise,  but  I  don't  know  whether  that  might  be  termed  vio- 
lence ;  some  parties  Avere  drinking  and  making  some  disturb- 
ance. 

Q.  You  saw  no  violence  ? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  I  cannot  say  1  could  specify  any  violence  that 
came  under  my  own  observation . 

Q.  You  saw  none? 

A't  Nothing  that  I  could  specify  myself:  I  heard  some 
noise,  but  I  could  not  tell  whether  there  was  violence  or  not. 

Q.  How  often  did  you  put  your  head  out  at  the  window  ? 

A.  Once  or  twice. 

Q.  With  thah  exception,  you  did  not  see  what!  was  going 
on  outside  ? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  we  had  not  much  opportunity — only  when  an 
intermission  occurred. 

Q.   Once  or  twice  this  intermission  occurred  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  occupy  that  position  at  the  window? 

A.  Only  until  some  voters  would  come  up. 

Q.  Hov  long  ? 

A.  Sometimes  two  or  three  minutes, 

Q.  You  looked  out  on  two  or  three  occasions  for  that  lengtli 
of  time  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  is  from  these  observations  you  speak,  when  you  talk 
of  seeing  no  violence  ? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  at  the  time  there  were  no  voters  coming 
up,  when  we  were  waiting  for  something  to  do. 

Q.  Where  were  the  polls  held? 

A.  Corner  of  Light  and  Henrietta  streets. 

Q.  What  club  frequents  that  place  ? 
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A.  None  that  I  know  of;  I  never  heard  of  any. 

Q,.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  Tiger  club  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  frequenting  that  place  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  never  heard. 

Q,  What  club  are  you  a  member  of  ? 

A.  None  except  the  Methodists. 

Q.  What  political  club  have  you  ever  been  a  member  of? 

A.  None  at  all — never  in  my  life. 

Q.  What  political  association  are  you  a  member  of? 

A.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I  am  a  member  of  what  is 
termed  the  American  party. 

Q.  I  speak  of  any  association  of  that  party? 

A.  I  belong  to  none,  nor  never  have. 

Q.  Never  been  associated  with  them? 

A.  Never. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  Baltimore  ? 

A.  About  fifteen  or  sixteen  years. 

Q.  What  is  your  present  occupation  ? 
-    A.  I  have  been  lately  in  the  service  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  company.     I  have  just  drawn  out  of  their  em- 
ploy, and  I  am  not  engaged. 

Q.  What  have  you  been  engaged  in  since  leaving  the  Bal- 
tiraore  and  Ohio  Railroad  ? 

A.  Private  matters. 

Q.  What  business? 

A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Since  leaving  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  what  is 
your  occupation. 

A.  I  left  that  about  a  couple  of  months  since,  and  I  have 
not  been  engaged  in  anything. 

;S'.  J.  Garrison,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Schley — Witness.  I  was  judge  of  election  at  the 
nineteenth  ward  on  the  second  of  November  last.  We  opened 
the  polls  at  the  usual  hour  (9  o'clock,)  and  closed  at  6. 
When  the  polls  were  opened  a  rush  was  made,  as  there  always 
is,  by  both  parties  to  get  their  votes  in.  After  the  rush  got 
over,  there  was  some  scrumaging  about  the  polls,  but  they 
voted  on  pretty  well  until  towards  the  middle  of  the  day,  and 
I  think  both  parties  were  prett}''  much  ecj[ual,  so  far  as  I  could 
judge.  Towards  the  middle  of  the  day,  the  Democratic  or 
Reform  party,  whichever  they  call  themselves,  seemed  to  think 
that  we  were  beating  them,  or  something  of  that  kind,  and 
with  that,  all  went  off  and  voted  very  few  after  that.  The 
voting  was  kept  on  pretty  much  until  the  evening  by  the 
other  party.  There  was  a  little  noise,  talking,  hurrahing, 
or  something-  of  that  kind. 
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Q.  State  whetlier  the  election  was  a  quiet  one  or  not? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  quiet. 

Mr.  Freaner — So  far  as  came  under  your  own  personal  ob- 
servation ? 

A.  I  kept  a  pretty  sharp  look  out,  and  things  were  pretty 
quiet. 

Mr.  Schley — Any  legal  voters  to  your  knowledge  prevented 
from  voting? 

A.  None.  There  were  some  who  claimed  to  be  legal  vo- 
ters that  I  thought  were  not,  and  of  course  they  did  not  get 
their  votes. 

Q.  Were  any  illlegal  votes  received  ? 

A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  Wallis — Did  you  see  any  firearms  produced  ? 

A.  I  saw  a  musket.  Whilst  I  stood  at  the  window,  some- 
body popped  in  an  old  musket,  which  I  took  in  and  set  to  one 
side. 

Q.  Any  other  weapons  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  pistol? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Heard  no  firearms  discharged  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Saw  nobody  kept  from  the  polls? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  beaten  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  I  saw  one  man  looking  as  if  he  had  been 
beat,  and  somebody  said  he  had  got  drunk  and  fallen  on  the 
curbstone. 

Q.  Who  was  immediately  around  the  polls? 

A.  All  who  were  there  were  around  the  polls  more  or  less 
at  times. 

Q.  What  class  of  people  during  the  day  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  members  of  the  clubs  there  ? 

A.  I  knew  some  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  clubs  they  belonged  to? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nothing  about  them  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  At  times  we  would  request  those  persons, 
when  there  was  no  voting  going  on,  to  come  up  and  vote, 
whether  Americans,  Democrats,  or  what  not. 

Mr.  Wallis — What  hour  of  the  day  was  that  ? 

A.  That  was  during  the  afternoon  ;  the  parties  were  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street. 

Wm.  Addison  wanted  to   say,  that  Mr.  Swindell,  the  Ee- 
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form  judge  of  the  seventeenth  ward,  expressed  himself  well 
pleased  with  the  conduct  of  the  judges  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  WaUis — With  what  took  place  outside  as  well  as  in- 
side ? 

A.  I  supposed  he  allnded  to  the  inside.  He  spoke  of  my 
conduct  particularly. 

Mr.  Wallis — You  confine  your  explanation  to  the  inside  ? 
A.  Yes. 

The  whole  of  the  witnesses  present  being  examined,  the 
Committee  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  Friday  morning. 


ANNAPOLIS,  Friday,  Feb.  'U,  1860. 

The  Committee  met  this  forenoon  at  eleven  o'clock  in  Mc- 
Cullough's  house. 

Mr:  Freaner  in  the  chair.     Present,  Dr.  Wilson. 

Samuel  C.  Hunt,  sworn. 

Witness — I  was  one  of  the  judges  of  election  at  the  20th 
ward,  at  the  election  held  on  the  2d  of  November  last. 

Q.  State  whether  you  saw  any  violence  of  any  description 
at  the  polls  of  that  ward  during  the  last  election  ? 

A.  The  way  in  which  I  was  located,  or  my  position,  was 
immediately  in  front  of  the  window.  When  the  polls  open- 
ed there  was  a  rush,  caused  by  what  appeared  to  me,  by  all 
wishing  to  vote  at  once,  and  the  crowd  was  pretty  strong.  It 
was  unnecessary  for  the  judges  to  say  ''clear  the  window," 
because  the  tickets  were  presented  faster  than  we  were  able  to 
take  them  ;  there  was  a  good  deal  of  crowding,  but  I  cannot 
say  I  saw  a  fight  of  any  description. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  acts  of  violence  that  occurred  away 
from  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  was  not  in  a  position  to  see.  I  was  right  opposite  the 
window  until  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Hagner — Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  amount  of  push- 
ing or  hauling,  any  more  than  generally  occurs  at  elections  ? 

A.  I  cannot  answer  that  question  from  the  fact  that  I  have 
only  been  in  Baltimore  for  two  years  ;  I  have  been  at  elec- 
tions at  different  times,  and  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any 
unusual  amount  of  pushing. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  like  violence  or  intimidation  to 
voters  by  any  parties,  so  as  to  prevent  others  from  voting  ? 

A.  The  crowd  in  the  morning  I  have  spoken  of  lasted  till 
about  11  o'clock.     After  that  time,  anyone  could  have  voted. 

Q,.  Did  you  see  anything  done  calculated  to  intimidate  vo- 
ters ? 

A.  I  cannot  say  whether  this  rush  was  intended  to  intimi- 
date voters  cr  not. 
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Q.  Anything  besides  this  ? 

A.  I  am  not  in  the  secret  of  any  of  the  clubs,  neither  do  I 
belong  to  a  club  or  council  of  any  kind — if  anything  was  in- 
tended, I  was  not  in  the  secret. 

Q.  State  whether  the  election,  so  far  as  the  opening  and 
closing  of  the  polls  was  concerned,  was  conducted  legally  ? 

A,  The  polls  were  opened  and  closed  at  the  time  specified 
by  law. 

Q.  Was  the  counting  of  the  ballots  proceeded  with  in  a 
regular  way  ? 

A.  Yes,  and  at  no  time  of  the  day  did  the  judges  see  it 
necessary  to  shut  the  window  down  ;  none  of  the  judges  were 
absent  from  the  polls  during  the  day,  except  occasionally, 
when  necessary  ;  when  any  doubtful  voters  came  to  the  win- 
dow, we  referred  them  to  the  Eeform  judge,  to  see  if  he  was 
satisfied  whether  or  not  the  vote  was  a  legal  one  before  we 
would  take  the  ticket ;  the  taking  of  the  tickets  during  the 
day  was  divided  between  us — one  taking  them  till  about  11 
o'clock  ;  I  took  them  part  of  the  time,  and  so  did  the  Eeform 
judge,  at  various  times  throughout  the  day. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  illegal  votes  received,  or  legal 
votes  rejected  ? 

A.,  I  will  say  conscientiously  that  I  do  not  know  of  any 
illegal  vote  being  taken  that  day. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  legal  votes  being  rejected? 

A.  When  a  person  came  up  that  I  did  not  know  as  being  a 
resident  of  the  ward,  I  would  vefer  the  case  to  the  other 
judges,  to  see  if  they  knew  him  ;  I  would  refer  particularly 
to  the  Eeform  judge  ;  we  frequently  swore  them,  and  when 
they  would  not  swear,  a  great  many  were  obliged  to  back  out; 
some  illegal  votes  were  presented,  but  they  were  not  put  into 
the  ballot  box,  but  in  order  to  get  peace  from  the  parties,  they 
were  dropped  on  the  floor  at  the  side  of  the  box. 

Mr.  StocFuridge — Q.  Were  the  polls  equally  accessible  and 
safe  to  men  of  both  parties  during  the  day  ? 

A.  After  the  rush  in  the  morning,  I  remarked,  on  various 
occasions,  that  any  one  could  vote  who  felt  inclined  ;  we  took 
in  about  250  Eeform  votes  ;  after  the  rush  was  over,  any  one 
could  have  come  up  and  voted. 

Q.  You  say,  then,  that  the  polls  were  equally  accessible 
and  safe  to  men  of  both  parties  ? 

A.  It  appeared  to  me  to  be  so — I  could  not  tell  much  about 
what  was  going  on  outside. 

Q.  Were  challengers  of  both  parties  at  the  window  any 
portion  of  the  day  ? 

A.  It  appears  to  me,  so  far  as  I  recollect  (but  I  cannot 
recollect  every  circumstance),  that  there  were  not  any  chal- 
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lengers  at  all ;  there  might  have  been,  but  I  cannot  recollect 
perfectly. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Benjamin  Horn  or  Samuel  Lever  ? 

A.  I  think  I  know  Lever. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  at  the  polls  that  day  ? 

A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Horn  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  saw  a  man  out  in  the  street,  and  somebody  said  his 
name  was  Horn. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  make  any  effort  to  vote  ? 

A.  I  saw  a  man  whom  they  said  was  Horn,  in  the  middle 
of  the  street,  in  a  controversy,  or  rather  a  tussle,  with  some 
persons,  but  whom  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Was  he  making  any  effort  to  vote  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  you.  The  altercation  took  place  in  the 
middle  of  the  street,  and  I  could  not  hear. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  weapons  drawn  at  or  near  the  window? 
A.  I  don't  recollect  of  seeing  any  weapons — I  don't  think 
there  were  any. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  person  struck  at  or  near  the  window? 
A,  I  cannot  say  that  I  did  ;  I  do  not  recollect  of  seeing 
any  ;  I  did  not  see  any  fighting  during  the  whole  day. 

Samuel  Harraan,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Scliley — Witness.  I  was  at  the  twentieth  ward  polls 
at  the  election  on  2d  of  November  last,  from  the  time  of  open- 
ing until  the  time  of  closing,  with  the  exception  of  half  an 
hour  at  dinner.  Early  in  the  morning,  before  the  polls  were 
opened,  what  they  call  the  Keformers  marched  down  to  the 
polls  in  squads  and  took  possession  of  the  window,  and  as  I 
was  a  challenger,  they  would  not  allow  me  to  come  to  the 
window  ;  I  never  belonged  to  any  political  party,  more  than 
that  I  (as  was  my  father  before  me)  am  a  Henry  Clay  Whig  ; 
when  I  went  to  get  to  the  window  they  pushed  me  away  ; 
gentlemen  there  that  used  to  be  friendly  with  me  shoved  me 
off;  after  nine  o'clock  sometime,  there  was  a  little  fuss  ;  a 
tobacconist  in  South  street  drew  a  sword-cane  on  some  one, 
and  either  attempted  to  strike  or  stab  ;  then  there  was  a  little 
fuss,  and  a  man  named  Ball  was  in  the  fight ;  after  that  I  did 
not  see  anything  take  place  out  of  the  way  ;  everybody  could 
vote  who  had  a  mind  to. 

Q.  What  party  did  the  man  belong  to  that  drew  the  sword- 
cane? 

A.  The  Keform  party.  I  stood  at  the  window  and  took 
tickets  and  handed  them  to  the  judges  without  regard  to 
party  ;  that  was  what  I  was  put  there  for. 
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Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Who  put  you  there? 

A.  There  were  half  a  dozen  persons  came  to  see  me,  to 
know  whether  I  would  stand  at  the  window  as  challenger, 
aiid  as  I  was  well  acquainted  in  the  ward,  I  told  them  I  would; 
the  polls,  I  know,  were  clear  all  day,  excepting  a  little  while 
in  the  morning,  and  any  man  who  wished  could  vote. 

Mr.  ScJiley — What  time  were  the  polls  opened  ? 

A.  Nine  o'clock. 

Q.  How  long  were  they  kept  open  ? 

A.  Until  six  o'clock. 

Q.  Were  any  legal  voters  prevented  from  voting  to  your 
knowledge  ? 

A.  I  saw  men  come  up  there  to  vote,  whose  tickets  were 
not  taken. 

Q.  Were  any  legal  voters  prevented  from  voting? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  none  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Were  any  illegal  votes  received? 

A.  Not  one  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  Stockhridge — Q.  Do  you  know  Benjamin  Horn? 

A.  I  do.  _       , 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  there  that  day  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  his  conduct  ? 

A.  He  was  not  conducting  himself  in  a  manner  becoming 
an  election. 

Q.  Was  he  intoxicated  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  he  quarrelsome  ? 

A.  Judge  Krehs  came  up  to  me,  and  said,  '^  I  want  you  to 
get  Mr.  Horn  up  to  vote."  I  went  and  took  him  by  the  arm 
for  the  purpose  of  voting,  and  when  he  got  a  certain  distance 
he  said  I  wanted  to  get  him  whipped,  and  he  would  not  come 
up,. 

Q.  To  what  party  did  he  belong  ? 

A.  To  the  Democratic  party.  He  commenced  talking  in 
the  street,  and  said  that  he  had  not  the  privilege  of  voting  ;  I 
thought  he  came  there  with  the  intention  of  kicking  up  a 
spree,  and  although  I  offered  to  take  him  to  the  polls,  he 
would  not  come. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  make  any  effort  to  vote  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  When  I  got  him  as  far  as  the  curbstone,  he 
jumped  away  ;  Mr.  Levy,  the  Reform  challenger,  was  there  ; 
I  stood  on  the  one  side,  and  he  on  the  other. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  stay  ? 

A.  Pretty  much  all  the  morning. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  he  left  ? 

A.  From  conversation  I  overheard  the  night  before^,  I  think 
16 


122 

it  was  all  previously  concocted.  The  reason  I  think  it  was — 
I  heard  a  party  of  men  talking,  that,  if  they  did  not  succeed 
in  carrying  the  election,  they  were  to  withdraw  at  a  certain 
hour  and  contest  the  election. 

Mr.  Freanex — Q.  Who  were  they? 
A.  I  don't  know. 
Q.  State  their  names  ? 
A.  I  cannot. 
Q.  Where  did  it  occur  ? 

A.  In  Howard  street,  near  Mount  Vernon  Hall,  on  the 
puhlic  street. 

Q.  How  many  were  in  the  crowd  ? 

A.  Three  or  four. 

Q:  How  near  were  you  to  them  ? 

A.  Within  four  or  five  feet. 

Q.  How  was  your  attention  directed  to  this  conversation? 

A.  1  was  going  up  to  the  meeting  in  the  twentieth  ward. 

Q.  How  was  your  attention  directed  to  the  conversation  ? 

A.  I  was  standing  waiting  to  go  up. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  Hall  ? 

A.  Eight  in  the  front. 

Q.  What  induced  you  to  stop  and  not  go  up  immediately  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say  what  induced  me. 

Q.  Ain't  you  hard  of  hearing  ? 

A.  A  little. 

Q.  Did  they  talk  in  a  loud  way. 

A.  Yes. 

Q,.  Were  they  residents  of  the  twentieth  ward  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  whether  they  were  or  not. 

Mr.  StocTcbridge—Cl^  Was  Mr.  Horn  one  of  them? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  Freaner — Q.  What  party  did  those  men  that  you  heard 
talking  belong  to  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  what  party  they  belonged  to. 

Q.  Have  you  no  idea  who  they  were  ? 

A,  I  have  not. 

Q.  Were  they  well  dressed? 

A.  They  looked  like  gentlemen. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stand  and  listen  to  the  conversation  ? 

A.  Some  ten  minutes. 

Q.  Did  they  observe  you  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  they  know  you? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  whether  they  did  or  not. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  that  this  conversation  occurred  in  so  loud 
a  voice  as  to  enable  5''ou,  a  man  that  is  partially  deaf,  to  hear  it? 
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A.  I  have  a  cold  now,  but  I  can  hear  as  plain  as  anybody 
at  times.     I  was  only  four  or  five  feet  off  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Stochhridge — Can  you  give  the  words  they  used,  or 
anything  they  said  definitely  ? 

A.  I  heard  them  say  that  their  intention  was,  if  they  did 
not  carry  the  election,  to  withdraw  and  contest  it. 

Mr.  Freaner — Did  you  repeat  this  conversation  you  heard 
to  anybody. 

A.  Yes  J  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  repeat  it? 

A.  In  the  morning,  to  a  man  named  William  I.  Nichols. 

Q.  "Did  you  repeat  it  to  anybody  else  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  for  I  didn't  care  about  it  one  way  nor  another. 

Mr.  Stochhridge — Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  associatian  of  a 
body  of  men  in  the  nineteenth  or  twentieth  wards  known  by 
the  name  of  Plug  Uglies  ^ 

A.  I  saw  men  there  they  call  the  Plug  Uglies, 

Q,  Did  you  see  those  men  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
twentieth  ward  polls   on  the  day  of  election  ? 

A.  There  were  a  great  many  there  in  the  morning.  I  saw 
Mr.  Levj^  and  his  son  there. 

Q.  Is  he  one  of  the  Plug  Uglies  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Is  not  he  one  of  those  known  by  the  name  of  the  Plug 
Uglies  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  man  by  the  name  of  Houck  there? 

A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  did. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  to  have  seen  him  there? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  saw  none  of  the  Plug  Uglies  there  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  body  of  men  aside  from  the  Keform- 
ers,  apparently  taking  possession  of  the  access  to  the  polls 
during  the  day  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q..  Did  you  see  any  weapons,  aside  from  this  sword  cane  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Alexander  Levy  with  any  arms  during  the 
day  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Samuel  Hunt,  the  previous  witness,  then  oame  forward  and 
said,  ^'I  said  I  did  not  recollect  about  the  challengers.  I 
mind  on  seeing  Mr.  Levy  there,  but  tliere  were  so  many  with 
tickets  in  their  hands,  that  I  did  nol:  know  who  were  chal- 
leu2;erg  and  who  were  not." 
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Examination  of  Samuel  Barman  resumed  by  Mr.  Stock- 
hridge. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say,  that  you  were  in  the  habit 
of  taking  votes  from  the  hands  of  other  parties  and  handing 
them  to  the  judges  ? 

A.  A  great  many  of  the  voters  whom  I  knew  would  hold 
out  their  tickets,  aiid  I  would  pass  it  from  theminto  the  hands 
of  the  judges.  I  took  the  ticket  of  E.  Beatty  G-raff  and  two 
or  three  other  parties  in  this  way,  but  then  the  judges  stop- 
ped it,  saying  that  they  would  require  to  come  to  the  front  of 
the  window  themselves. 

Mr.  Schley — Did  you  pass  in  the  same  ticket  to  the  judges 
handed  to  you  by  the  voter,  without  any  change  ? 
A.  Of  course  I  did. 

Elias  EUicot  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Schley — Witness.  I  am  aged  52  years,  and  am  en- 
gaged in  buying  and  selling  machinery  ;  I  was  at  the  elec- 
tion held  in  Baltimore  on  the  2d  of  November  last,  I  left  my 
place  of  business  about  one  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  going 
to  the  nineteenth  ward  polls,  where  I  am  a  voter.  I  remain- 
ed there  about  an  hour,  and  at  that  time  everything  was 
quiet,  and  anybody  that  wished  could  have  voted.  I  did  not 
see  anybody  interfered  with.  After  dinner  time  I  went  around 
again,  and  staid  about  another  hour.  Everything  was  again 
quiet,  and  anybody  could  have  voted. 

Samuel  Hunt  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Stockhridge — Q.  Did  you  see  Benjamin  Horn  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  polls  ? 

A.  In  the  morning  I  saw  Mr.  Horn  in  a  crowd,  and  I  thmk 
I  saw  him  at  another  time  of  the  day.  I  made  the  remark, 
''If  Mr.  Horn  wishes  to  vote,  now  is  the  time  to  do  it,"  and 
I  called  out  to  him  to  come  up  and  vote,  but  he  did  not  come 
although  he  could  easily  have  voted. 

Mr.  Freaner — How  many  tickets  were  received  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  Mr.  Harman  has  testified  to? 

A.  I  don't  recollect  seeing  anything  of  that  kind  occur.  I 
did  not  take  in  any  tickets  myself  until  the  crowd  was  over. 

Q.  If  such  tickets  had  been  received  would  you  have  seen 
them  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  would  have  observed  it  ? 

A.  It  possibly  might  have  occurred,  but  it  must  have  been 
for  a  very  short  space  of  time,  or  else  I  should  have  noticed  it. 
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Thomas  Denison  sworn. 

By  Mr.  ScMey — Witness.  I  was  at  the  election  in  the  ninth 
ward  on  the  2d  November  last.  I  was  there  the  whole  day 
from  nine  until  six,  never  having  gone  home  to  my  dinner. 
When  I  went  there,  there  were  not  more  than  20  of  our  party 
(the  American)  against  40  or  50  of  the  other  party,  but  all 
went  on  very  quiet  until  Dr.  Morris  brought  up  a  man  to  vote 
whom  I  myself  heard  say  that  he  did  not  want  to  vote,  and 
he  did  not  want  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  voting.  I 
have  been  in  that  ward  eleven  years,  and  I  know  almost  every 
man  in  the  ward  ;  it  is  a  very  small  ward,  and  we  can  hard- 
ly raise  a  vote  of  700.  There  was  a  little  spree  about  eleven 
o'clock,  and  that  was  the  only  one  that  took  place  there. 
After  twelve  o'clock  everything  was  very  quiet,  and  I  don't 
believe  there  were  twenty  persons  present  on  both  sides  du- 
ring the  remainder  of  the  day.  The  principal  voting  in  this 
ward  was  done  in  the  morning  ;  we  had  a  quiet  day,  and 
there  would  not  have  been  a  blow  struck  that  day  if  it  had 
not  been  for  Dr.  Morris  insisting  on  a  man  voting  that  did 
not  want  to  vote. 

Q.  Were  any  legal  voters  prevented  from  voting  to  your 
knowledge  ? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  there  were  two-thirds  more  on  the  other  side 
than  ours. 

Q,  Was  any  illegal  vote  received  to  your  knowledge  ? 

A.  None  to  my  knowledge. 

Mr.  Stockhridge — Q.  Was  not  that  man  (Mr.  Morton)  that 
Dr.  Morris  asked  up  to  vote,  a  legal  voter  in  the  ward  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Q.  Was  he  prevented  from  voting? 

A.  He  was  n^ot ;  he  could  have  voted  if  he  wanted,  but  he 
told  Dr.  Morris  that  he  did  not  want  to  vote  ;  I  am  well  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Morton  ;  I  have  been  in  his  house  often. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  cry  of  "Northern  Liberties,"  or 
hurrah  for  the  "  Northern  Liberties  "? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  there  is  no  such  body  as  that  in  town. 

Mr.  Stockhridge — I  know  that. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  pistols  or  weapons  of  any  kind  exhib- 
ited or  brandished  in  the  vicinity  of  the  polls  ? 

A.  There  was  but  one  pistol  drawn  the  whole  day,  and  I 
took  it  from  the  man  myself,  but  I  don't  know  who  he  was  ; 
it  was  a  double-barrelled  pistol,  and  was  drawn  during  the 
first  of  the  scuffle. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  tlie  last  election  afair,  quiet,  and  peace- 
able one  ? 

A.  I  have  been  in  the  ward  11  years,  and  I  never  saw  a 
quieter  one,  with  the  exception  of  the  council  one. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  Jim  Manly  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  I  saw  him  drive  by  in  a  wagon,  but  he  did  not 
get  out  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  drive  up  either  in  hacks  or  om- 
nibuses to  the  polls  and  vote  ? 

A.  I  saw  some  in  hacks,  but  none  in  omnibuses. 

Q.  Were  they  legal  voters  in  the  ward? 

A.  They  were  sick  persons  of  the  ward. 

After  the  testimony  had  been  concluded, 

Mr.  Hagner  said  — "We  desire  to  prove  by  certain  members 
of  the  Eeform.  committee,  that  the  organization  of  the  Reform 
party  in  Baltimore  had  only  for  its  object  the  choice  of  muni- 
cipal officers,  and  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates  for  Bal- 
timore cit}  .  That  it  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  State  offi- 
cers, in  reference  to  which  the  members  of  that  party  were 
left  free  to  exercise  their  party  or  personal  preferences.  That 
two-fifths  at  least  of  the  Reform  tickets  had  the  name  of  Mr . 
Purnell  for  State  Comptroller  printed  upon  them  ;  and  that, 
if  the  election  had  been  conducted  with  perfect  fairness  these 
gentlemen  believe  that  Mr.  Purnell  would  have  received  a 
large  majority  of  the  votes  in  the  city  of  Baltimore — more 
than  sufficient  to  elect  him. 

Mr.  Freaner — The  offer  is  overruled  by  a  majority  of  the 
Committee,  upon  the  ground  that  such  testimony  has  already 
been  produced. 

Mr  Schley  stated  that  the  counsel  for  Messrs.  G-aither  and 
Purnell  both  desired  to  be  heard  before  the  Committee  in  open 

session. 

To  this  proposition  Mr.  Freaner  replied — I  am  authorised 
by  a  majority  of  the  Committee  to  overrule  the  proposition 
for  argument,  upon  the  ground  that  the  Committee  have  not 
time  to  hear  any  arguments  upon  the  question,  and  upon  the 
further  ground,  that  they  deem  themselves,  (without  any  dis- 
paragement whatever  to  the  learned  counsel,  who  represent 
the  claimants,)  able  to  decide  upon  the  testimony  as  submitted  _ 

The  minority  of  the  Committee  dissented  from  these  rulings 
of  the  Chairman. 

Thereafter,  the  examination  being  concluded,  the  Commit- 
tee adjourn     . 
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